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isin God? Qur hope must be in him, THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY,
first, as our reconciled God in Christ—  In rome preceding numbors we havy
Our hope must be in God ; not in our given a short cxposition of the Bibls
own metit, not in our own righteousness, principle with respeet to the support or
nor in any claim we bave upon God’s the Ministry. We have also considered
mercy. We have no claim upon the the special zround on which the Apostle
merey of God.  We niight be justly treat- Paul, who so pointedly declares, « evoy
ed as ovtcasts, rebels, transgressors Are so hath the Lord ordained that thee
we notall these ¥ IHave we not rebelled  which preach the gospel should live of
against God's authority ¥ Ilave we not the gospel,” did not always avail lumself
transgressed his law ¥ Ilave we not cast of this provision; as he himself tells v,
oursclves out from his favour? Are we it was “ lest we shoultd hiader the gospel
not obnoxious to his displeasure ? "Then, of Christ.” We would now direct attens
we must depend solely upon God—upon lion to the nature of the mmisterial work
hismercy and justice, veconciled. LFhese itselt’; without a due consideration of
have been reconciled in the work of which we are but ill qualified to judg
Christ. God is not a God of merey,and how far such exceptionzl cases as theee
a God unjust. He is the just God and ofthe Apostle Paul with the Corinthians
the Saviour e isin Christ reconcil- and Thessalonians, either justify the peo.
ing thc world unto himself. We have ple in leaving their ministers, as ins
but to believe in Christ: truly to trust many instances they have doue lere,
in him : and if we do so, we shall be'sav- without adequate support, or warrant thy
ed: God will receive us graciously, and ministers in prosccuting a sccular call-
we shall be able to say: “ Now, Lord, ing, that they “may make the gospel of
what wait 1 for? My kope is in thee”  Christ without charge

Let us urge the importance ofimmedi- ~ There are undoubtedly many wh
ately exercising this trust in God. Itis know little of a minister’s duties beyond
when we do so that we are safe for eter- what they occasionally witness in the
nity, and that we shall bave all needed conducting of public worship  Some of
blessings in time. When God is once them may have formerly enjoyed, altky
reconciled to us: when he becomes our without profiting by them, opportunitier
God in Christ: when, by faith in hisson, of witnessing a full and faithtul discharg
we are restor8d to his favour: then we of ministerial duty; but these opport
can hope and trust in him for ail that we nities have passed away, and they tor
need. e can look up to him with con- form their notions under the influences
fidence for the supply of every necessity : present impressions. Others of then
for God is “a sun and shield: he will may have had little acquaintance wit
give grace and glory, and withhold no {:ub]ic ordinaunces at any time—they
good thing from them that walk upright- have grown up under the lifeless sysea
ly” We can come to himin our utmost that may be the result of a professedly
emergency, and cast our burden upon ligious people leaving their ministor &
him : we can say : My hope is in thee” ther to eke out his scanty subsisters:
That has been the solace of many an ¢~ or wholly to provide it for himself, in ¢!
therwise desolate child of God in every engagements of a worldly business !
age. His hope was in God, and that both cases they may be %und attendi
gave him comtfort in every circumstance public worship without any due consil
of trial. And he has never fourd his ration of the object for whichit is it
hope fail, or deceive him. Whata com- tuted. Though they hear the ser
fort is it to be able to look ur to God in and seem to take a part init, it s wik
such circumstances as would otherwise real attention. Their heartsare umat
altogether overwhelm the soul! When rested, their souls are unedified; and,
friends die, when the desire of the eyes they have been affected only by ¥
is removed as by a stroke,” when our meets the outward senses, they may
eartbly coraforts are stricken, when the unnatarally conceive that there i
world disappoints: in the midst of suffer- great need of making an effort for!
ing : under spiritual trials: in any or all comfortable support of one whose W
of these circumstances—when there is ly labours, as they think, are confined
nothing for which we can wait—how com. two or three hours’ daty on the
forting to be able to say: “ Now, Lord, day. Therc is reason also to foar
whatwait I for? Ay hopeis in thee”; ~ in cases not a fow, the addresses wh
o they hear as the preac’ing of the g
"3y have cost the speaker little
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