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TEE LEXIJI VAUL

lemur la'tue naone appiied to many animais of the order
Quadruma&a, or rnonkeys, of the families (2aleopithecide and
Lemuride.

The flugers are not ail provided with fiat najilt, some of thein
terniinate in clams. They stdind with difflcuity, and their gait
is generally like that of a quadruped. They have 'io pouches ;
their noBtrils terminate in tolded elastic aides, which permits ot
opeining aud ciosing thfrn at pleasure. The inci>or teeth are
aeparated by vacant apacea, au dthe mol ara provided %'ith Sharp
conical pointa adaptes to teariug. The lemurs live principaiiy
upon fruits and roots, and are fond of insects ; if they eat flesh
at ail it is in very amail quantities. If the physical conforma-
tion of the lemur is similar ta that of the carnivoroua animais,
their habits place them among the monkeys, and like thern
tbey live habituaily ipon the trees ini the midat of the foliage.
There, conceaied and sugpenaded by their lower menibeis, thev
watch for their prey. If an insect cornes within reach it is thé
work of an instant to catch snd devour it.

The lemurs comprise five principal genera, almoat ail natives
of the islaud of Madagascar or the adjacent countriea. The
-idri, one of the largest species, are tanied by the natives of
Madagascar, and beiug very agile are trained like dogs for the
chose. The loris have no taila, a characteriatic which dis-
tinguishes the other species. There are also galagos, tarsiers,
sud mak-is ; these laut are subdivided inte, man y species : the
rnacoco, the mongoux, and the varn. The animais represeuted
in our engraviug belong to the species vari of the Mnus Maki.
They are rernarkabie for their lank forma, their long bushy
tala, the ruff around their faces, and their peculiar eyes, large
and round, which give them the ghoatly appearance to, which
they owe their name.

I t is known that the Romans beiieved that lemurs were malev-
oIent apirita wha returued at nigbt to, the earth to torment the
living and that they inatitnted special teremoniea with the
design of removing tbem. IlLemurs, goda of the infernal
regions, corne out of this abode." But one bas neyer be 'n
tempted to address this objurgation to the lemur van, notwîth.
standing his nome and aatoniabing appearance, because hie is
gentie, sociable, fawning, and attaches himaeif* quickly to per-
sons who care for hlm and treat him well.-L'1llu8tration.

À WATEE CAEEYIXG TOBTOI8E.
At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences the other evening, a

very fine specirnen of the desert land tortoise, from Cajou Pass,
San Bernardino county, in this State, wau received. The apeci-
men had been canefully prepared, and ws as large as an ordiuary
bucket. The tortoise is a native of the arid regions of Califor.
nia and Arizona, and Prof. E. T. Cox, who was present, related
a curious cincumatance connected wit h it.

He found ou diasecting one of them that it carried on each
aide a membrane, attached to the muner portion of the sheli, in
which was about a pint of dlean waten, the whole amount being
about a quart. H1e was of opinion that this waten was denived frorn
the secretions of the giant barrel cactus, on which the tortoise
feeda. The cactus contains a great deal of water.

The tortoise is fonnd in sections of country whene there is no
water, sud where there is no vegetation but the cactus. À
tiavelen suffering from thirst could, in an emergency, supply
himseif with water by killing a tortoise. .They are hignly prized
by Mexicans, who make frorn tbem a delicioua soup. The fores
of the desert attack the tortoise and finaliy ovencorne it by
dragging themn at timea for miles.

B. B. R6dding 8aid he Would try to obtain a live one for the
Academy, in order that its habitsand peculiarities mnay be cane-
fully observed sud noted. 11e instauced being on the Gallapa-
gos isîsuda in 1849, and assisting in the capture of 92 land tor-
toises, vanying frorn 450 ta 600 Ibo. in weight, wbich the vessel
brought to San Francisco and sold for more mouey than the
whole cargo of lumber netted at that tirue. Tney were two
niontha on board the vesse], yet ste nothing sud those killed
had in them conisidérable quantities of pure water. They live on
the high lava rocks, wbich rise as iauntains on the island,
where there are no Springs or streams, and the only dependeuce
of animal life for water is necessariiy upon the irregular sud un.
certain nain showers.

1 t rnay be rnentioned that the tontoise-s are of difft rent speciesp
though they rnsy have the same habit iii respect oi carnying
water. The famous edibie species of the coasts of the Pacifie
and Indies, of which the headquantens la at Gatiapagos islsuda,
ia the Testitdo I,îdica. They grow to five, six, anid even seven
hundred pound4 or more. Those found in this State are arnalier
sud are- the Agassii species, firat deseribed some years ago by
Pr. J. G. Cooper, if we recoliect aright. Those Mr. Redding
describes froiu the Gallapagos were offered water whîle eu the
slip but refused it. Yet when killed they ail contained water.
The place they inhabit ia a dry one, iacking water. It may be
that tbey go to the higli places snd obtain it frorn the vegétationi,
the saine as our species does.

~eadt atud~imie.

A WHEOLESOXKE HOUSE.

A IlF.R.C.S.," on this subject, iu a late issue of tbe ieuding
journal, gives the following narrative of his own efforts to cou-
vert an aid Loudon house iiito a perfect wholesomý and coin-
fontable habitation :

1 may premise that I arn a consulting surgeon, that m 'v houase
is on the Portland Estate, in oie of the streeta frequented by the
membens of rny calling, sud that it ia well filled by children and
servants. We are not crowded, but we have not the iuxury of a
spane bednoom. I eutered into possession somo ten or twelve
years ago as a aub-ie'uee, paying the full value ini the wsy of
reut ; and it chanced at the tirne ta ha so, important ta me ta
secure the bouse that 1 was not very acrupulous in rny investiga-
tion of its condition. It s then in the bauds of the Portland
lessee, my immediate landlord ; it had by him been swept sud
garnished, painted sud papered, sud presented a fair outside
appearance. The tenant who prèceded me, sud isba aithough
bis name was certaiDly not Hog-,flesh, I may diaguise like the
hero of the weil-kuowu coinedy, under the simple appellation
of Mr. H., isas himself before the public a conspictious saaitary
reformer; but even this fact did not produce in my inmd the
distiuat which 1 nois kuais it s ca'lculated ta inse. The
bouse bad been for several montha empty sud 1 disr9covered
nothing offensive on visiting it betore L- coiîcluded my bargain.

My first awakening to s knowiedge of the actual atate of
thinga was brought about a week or ten days after the com-
mencemnent of my occupancy by a aqueai fnorn the basement,
this aqueai being the remonstrance of one of rny servants againat
the sudden appearance of a rat. My first thought isas that the
intruder had opened up a conuection betiseen my kitchen sud
the Barkiug otala; but ou investigation I discovered that the
bouse was not even couuected with the qtreet seiser, sud that
we isere living over a houeyromb of cesspools. I sent off the
family uext day ta Brighton, had the cesopools emptied sud
filled up, laid down a pipe drain ta the seiser, suid waý for a
while content. My immédiate landiord very libenally sud
kindly allowed me ta dedilct f roi my neut one-baîf of the coat of
the actual work ; but he did not sbare the expense of aending Mny
family away or the base incidentai to the ternporary unfitncas of
the bouse to be used as a place for the reception of ptients.

lu due time we were al re-estsblished in our dwelling, sud
soon afterwards a médical neigbbor calied upon me. My visitor
did not know what we had gone through, but he had.been accus-
tomed ta viait rny predecessor in the tenaucy, sud s isell

cuinted with the house. Àfter talking for a time, lie began
anfig about, sud at st exclaimed IlDean ina, you have go%

nid of the arneli of H !" He had actually attribnted the faint
odor ishicli had formerly clung about tl roorn in wbich isa
were ta the pensonal pnesence of the diatiuguished sanitanian ta
whom he referred.

1 hàd funnished the bouse in the way common ta habitations
of itaclas. There were window cuntains in the diîîing-noom, wiis-
dow curtains in the consultiug-room, window cuntains in the draw-
iug-noom, iudois curtains in the bedrooms. Thene isere carpeta
on ahl the faonrs; there wene unprotected papers ou the walls ;
tkene were wardrobes sud other pieces of funniture, which hsd,thein àpparent beigbt iucneased by comices, within whicb isere
holîaw spaces, seemingly made on purpose ta form harbours for
dint. lu dry iseather the duat fonnd its way througb every
chink ; in wet iseather the feet of visitons brouglit in mud,
whicli dried into duat speedily. If the dhildren romped fan teD
minutes lii a canpeted room, the duet would lie in a t1fick layer
upon the tables and chairs wban they had flnisbed. Dint seemed
to be omnipresent sud all-pervadiug. it was pleutiful in the
air we breathed, il miugled with the food us ste, sud with ti@
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