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Our Father.

THE sonship of believers la a NewTTestament doctrine. Christ flret
taught IL. Moses, Job, David,

Ilaah, and Daniel were "servants'
When the amazed disciples hoard Jesus
say, "Our Father," can you wonder at
them asking, " Teach us ta, pray ; " pos-
sihiy meaning, "Teach us0 g0 that we
May use that prayer, toc."

We hecome sons of Qod by faitb in the
Lord Jesns Christ and the act or new
hirth of regeneration. "As many ai re-
celvel hitm to themn gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that helleve on his name. Whlcb were
horn, nlot of biood, nor of the will of the
fieb>', nor of the will of man, but af God."

The sonsklp la the direct glft of the
Lord Jesus Christ ta the hellever, and
ls tbrough an actual blrth by the Holy
Ghost, and not hy any legal act of adop-
tion; a son by living blrtb.

FOL BANNER.

OUr SOnsblp comea ta each of us tbrougn
Personal union vitb Jesuse, and brlngs ils
loto the tellowahlp or big own sonshap,
making us eacb a cild or son of God, lu
the sanse sense as he le, blmselt, the
'oniy hegotten son.*' Nay, more, ve are

caileà t0 the privileges of the fIrst-horn,
and not that of younger bretbren. The
eidest, or "first-horn," sons lobenit, in
ail] eaitern countries, the tities and
greater portion of the wealtb of the
father. Jeaus la the "FPirst-horn'" Son
af God, and the only-hegotten In a sense
that can neyer ho applied ta any other.
Yet, It be thîs very sonsbip that he shares
wib us. We are like hlm, wltb hlm, and
even as he, the oniy-begotten Son of
God. Search the Word anu see what It
says. It may appear strange that it
should lie thug vitb go great a multitude
of helievers, but ho ts expressly called

the first-horn among many brethren.-
iesus &aid ln bie prayer, Intercèding for
them who ehould helieve through the
word of bis discipleb: "That they mnay
ho one, even ai vo are one; 1inl theml
and thou ln me, that they may ho made
perfect ln one; that the vorld may know
that thon hait sent me and hait loved
tbem as thou hast loved me." Oh, the
breath and depth 0f tendernesa and
fraternal love ln that prayer' What
gentie daughter woUld sait a careful and
affectionate ftbler ta love ail the chiidren
of the neigbourhood ai ho loved ber, an
only chld? Yet that le what Jesus doos.

Who is there that would give away the
wonderful and peculiar lova of a lover or
a sweetheart. a bustand or a wife, to
any one eise? Yet Jeans dose more thon
that when ho gives bis ovo pecu-
lior treasure of the Father's love
ta himself avay tu sordid, sinful
men and ivomren. Reverenily Ilsten
agaîn ta hlm In the closing words
of that solicitous prayer hefcre
partlng In that "upper rontm' af rever-
ont tuemnry : "Lot the love whieh thon,
hait tor me ho ln them and 1I n them."
Love them just as thon hast loved me,
and bestow aIl the favour on them thou
doet on me. No wander the weeplng
"Niagdaiene,' as elle caught a gllmpse of
hls loving heart. klosed bIs foot. How
cao ho love us so!

The F'ather loves the sînner wlth a love
of pure compaision. He loves the he-
liver with a love of complacency and
deliglît, n0t heeause Il la merited or Je-
oerved, but by reason of tbe verY Instinct
of bis Father beart. Therefore, lit le
perfect love. it la ase everlasting love,
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