
BIBLE SOCIETY RCORIDERt.

Rev. Mr. CGemley, lier fatiier. A letter was alsio read frc>m Mr. Frank Hope
$tlianking the Board for its grant of Bibles. The Rev. Dr. Johunston brouglit
Iup hiii notice of motion, wvhiclî, after consideration, was referred to a sp-ecial
commrittee for report at xîext meeting. The Permanent Secretary reported
progress in the Jesse Ketchuin Trust for City Stimday Sehools. The routine
business waa disposed and the meeting was closed with prayer.
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BIBLE SOCIETIES.

5V WILLIANI WhIGHT, D.D., IXN THE iU.ND.%Y SUIIOOL TIME..

This latest cenitury, niow comitg to, r cloi~as beeni distinguishced fronm
*ail the centuries that preceded it by its <r-gani'ed philaiithropy. Homles for
the poor, liospitals for the sick, asylunîs for the insane, homes for- nîphans,
prisons fit for humnan habitation, schools for comnmon childreit and huindreds
of siijlar institutions for the suffering and the lielpless, are not oinïy the out-
growth of Chiristianity, but are ]argyely the products of our century. The
nineteenth century lias recognized tie fact thiat our obligation to our nieigli-
bour is not fully discharcged by Oriental hospitality or miedieval doles ;that
nieith er the CUP of cole. iater fromu the table of the sumptltucustgluttouî, nûr proxy
heniefactions froii ecclesiastical hands, relieve the civilized State fromn further
concern as to the ivants of the people ; and l'ence our Christian civilizationi
lias during our century made provision, hioever bluilderingly, for the physi.
cal and temporal w'ants of the ineeding.

But the pliilanthropy of the century lias uuot been limited to local and
i niaterial ueeds. It aimaB at nothing less than the brin-iiiir of intinite (trace to
the infinite wants of mian's moral nature, and iii its all-exmbr-acing energy il
takes in those that are afar off as %,vell as tiiose that are within its narrowr
sphere. In this work- of uniiversal be.neficence Uie great central agency is the
Bible Society. That Society begani its career in the early days ecf the century,
and in the comîposit ion of causes whichi have g0ne to the formation of whlat
is noble and truc and delf-sacrificing iii the century, it lias been the dominant
and leading factor.

The immediate incident that led io the formation of the Sot;*ety ii5 the
hunger cry of a little Welsh girl for a Bible. The tears were fritful. The
cry in Wales ivas uiot only eflèctual in securing Bibles for the priineipality, but

Ifor the whole world. The Rev. Thonmas Chiarles, of Bala, told the legend of
Mary Joues, converted by reading a neig!ubour's Bible ; of lier earnest desire
to have a. Bible of lier own ;of lier pennies hioarded for several years ; of lier
long and weary journey, barefoot, to, purchase the bouk whieuî alie liad saved
tic price ; and of lier bitter disappointinent and grief whlen she fuund that
the supply froni thc Society for Promnoting Chîristian Knowledge, was exhausted i
to the lant copy, and tlîat that copy was aiready prowmised ho another. Thîe 1
story îeli on synîpathetice ars. William Wilherforce, the phil,,',tluropisý., the f
friend of the oppressed, hicard ih. Granville Sharp, the patriot, çVho resigned
office rather thauî do an officiaI act iii furtherance of the American w ar,
lîeard it. Zachaîy Macaulay, a greater manî than lis more fanious son, the
hishoriali, heard it. Samnuel MUilîs, Qu'en, Hughies, Steinkopif, heard it.


