
130 NIVERSITY> 01- OTTAWA RL-'VIlEXV

gained wvas augmented by the purchase of land, and the protection
of territory. In this manner the way wvas paved for Clive's great
success. The English support-ed Muhammad Ali in the crisis.
Through their -interference the empire wvas snatched from the Hin-
dlus. The 1Mughal emperor stili retairied. his titie, but, in sooth, In-
dia- becamne an amni of the British empvire.

It was some time before the victors understood, in a degrec,,
this fanatical people, the mainspring of -'whose actions is caste: a
social organization, including calling and religion.; a brotherhood
that niakes each mnan a formalist. This is instanced by a Hindu be-
ing born to his caste, whether it be one of the four fundamental.
divisions: the Priestly, the XVarrior, the Trading, or the Laboring;
or one of the thousand into wvhich these are subdivided. Wealth
cannot effect a change of caste. The higher class considers the
lower uncleani. The outcast from one division forms a caste, in turn
ostracizing his erring brother. Imagine the degradation of the
Iow-test! Vet, caste holds and binds throughout it ail. - The 20,000,-

ooo Priests, or Brahinis, occupy the highest position. Thieir in-
feriors attribute ail they possess to Brahmin benlevolence. Thesc
dignified men are the reasoners and lawyers. They bless, curst,
teach, and govern. Hinduism, a union Of thieir oid Vedic faith ývith
Buddhism, and, on the other hand, the oid rites of the non-Aryan
peopi-es, is tlieir religion, and that Of 207,000,000 out of a popula-
dion Of 294,000,000. Since the Pax Britannica the warrior b~ unerri-
ploved. Agr'culture lias no charms for hirm, and it is flot without
d-egrading the traditions of bis caste that lie mnust needs take to it.
In generai, the traders are usurers; each man a Shylock. One finds
the majority of the laboring class on the plains and on the hilisides.
This ciass exhibits the greatest unprogression. The men. are strong,
temperate and conservative, using tht tools of their ances.tors, anla
employing the same crude methods.

To drink intoNcicating liquors is a religious crime, but to srnoke
is to be a 1-lindu. The pipe is passed fromn mouth to mouth. Seated

tailor-fashion, the Indians dine off the floor, and, in compliance witn

their religion, they dine without shoes. There is a class of unclean

things, the mention of wvhich arouSes the deepest indignaton of a

Hindu. To the majority, the eating of meat is as terrible as cani-

bailism is tn uis. Report wvent through India in 187 a year of great
ferent tht the cartridgres distributed to flic native troops wvere

gr-eased wihi the fat of pigs, animiais alike uniclean to the Hindu and
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