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P1redctoss or Plropiîecy.
Se it is ail arouni u. P,-eciction (in flic

sonne vre, look at it> rendors ils invaluable aid
more wayas thnn cau eae8ily bo onumercteti. If

Ve, cali it "prophecy" thse meaning wiil be
pretty mucis tise sainse; but iL la botter te eay
predcclion, cas tie likely te maise Objection-
67hamnZers.

OJur attempts at the %veatiler, then, lot IL bo
ecarly understooti, cernes undor this lcat mon-
tioed heading. People who continualiy talk
about Ilpropheey"' are notacble te defines the
mnesning ef the word ; iL is ta them a good word
te use on ail occasions when they attempt ta
criticize a subjeot tliey ara not fansiliar with.

Lot iL be elearly undoristood, thon, we do net
cid neyer bave attenipteti "1prophecy I but
dgpregliction I or progîsostication.

lb [a deserving ef note that ministers ci re-
ligion gensimally maxsifest much distruat ef this
word prediclhon, conscientiously regarding iL
as a bold interference, with thse mnsterious will
cind decrees of Providence; anti tiroir scruples
are ivothy af respectful. attention. Yet the
distruet generally vanishes when these excel-
lent persans take up their wcnted position et
affaire cf every disy lite. If a clergyman iihes
to shielti bis dear crnes, ha inaures bis lite ; andi
ths invelves as direct a prediotion. as anytbing
connecteti iith weather pbenomena-Cha); bers

Keep yýo,r Weathei, EyeoOpen.
There are ne direct or suddenly appearing

signe whemebv approaching-weather may ha
foetolti for any length et time in ativance.
There ia, howaver, a niethoti by wlsich this m-ay
ha aceeniplisheti without the aid ot any unu-
sual Or particulatly atriking indications. "lA
perverse and evil generation seeketli after a
aigui, but there sai ne sign ho givon thons,"
&c0.

Earthqucikes, coins, oclipsep, Lthe singular
formation of clouds, ccioured rain or eno v-tails)
coloureti n2ists anti foga, have each anti ail boom
considereti by 99the people' as the fororusi.
noms cf soe terrible calamity, sucé as an epi-
demic, a famine or war. T-he superstitions of
the pastages s Liii linger in the minde cf the

Emixed populations of thse present day-with
this diflerence, that tise superstition is clotheti
in ffhe gamments et science cr an attenspt at
science. Superstition reigna supremd where
ignorance asd ti rkness abeusit. Where there is
educatiosi anti general enlightenment, super-
stition vanisheo. Again, thora ara classes c!
the comnsunity wherein bath enlightenraent
andi superstition are combisied ; enliglitonaent
ahi regards thse ordinary business affaire, anti c
tise Giaily reutine of duties, and superstition
streng as teuchisg tiroir r-eligions anti spiritual
relatien8hips. The lea tire knewledgeoen any
particular subject or departinent, thse mor(
roorn is thora fer ignorant surmise and super.
stitiesi ini regard to it; anti in just snch a m
Iationahip stands "lthse weather"l with "9tse
peopl."

Passiniz by thon, as ridiculoue in thse exîrani
all suds signe in tise beavens anti on thse eart]:
(es "ithse people" Ilave attenspted ta interpre,
thons) ini conneetion with tise weather of si

spproaching perr:ed or season, we viould moere-
Iy state, that, taoevety intelligent and thinking
mind but onie method can hae regarded ads like- 1
ly to fend to any tangible results, and this coin-
bines, and in aimat sufflliently explained by t
the two words-OsssItvÀvIos andi Cein'ÀnÎSO,. C

The former of these important beadingsai a c
plies te tise pat andi presont; the latter te
the past niainly. ORSBsVÀTION eniables us te i
llx upon the averages of past yeara as touching t
snow and ramn fait, warmth and cold, drouglit r
and precipitation. tJoxiARiscis brings about
au %rrangement of those averagei into couplets,
triade or larger groupa of Mie obaracter, and
points te the probabilities et the recurrence eof
one or more of these ntL sonie future timne. E

Exoerenfla docet. But the mind of the ob-E
server has firat te be flîted for BliCl teaching.
Hundreds of observera framn concluaisi feoa
the resuits of their observations-but how few
prove correct in vseather prognoatication.

Prognosticattons of thse Icasikiser.
(Contuiiiedjrom Zasi nunibeir.>

III-PROGNOST.XOATIO.NS BY THE H1Y.
GRUMETER.

The principle according to which the mass
of Hygrometers have 1een constructeti is, that
a certain degree of aflinity betwcen moisture
and air, and moistuse, and mciny other sub-
stances exista. Andi that onie substance at-
tracts another for which it bas an allinity,
with proportienally, lesa force according as it
is more nocirly saturateti with it. Thus, a bair
or a piece cf cat-gut, or packc thread, may bce
used fer hygrometric, purpes. Eatch ofthesie
substances, as woll ne mnt aLliers, exert a
certain degree cf attraction for inoisture.

Accordingiy, as the air gels more nearly
aaturated and exerts a proportionally less at-
tractive force for humidity, these substances
absorb a grester ameut t f aititure, and in
doing se expand ini thickness, but diniush ini
length. On the cilher hand, wlien thea air ho-
ceames drier than issus), and exerta a 'proper-
tionally setronger attraction for ineisture, a
pcrtion of huniidity is abstracteti trra these
bodlies; and this, while iL dimsinishes thleir
thickness, increasing their length. Hence the
length ef such or amalier substances *filled isp
and adjueted ta a scale of equal parts, accord.
ing te vaa-iosss mechssnicai contrivances, bas
been employeti as a measure of the dryness
and dampnesa cf the at=zosphere.
fThe difl'erent degmees of rapIdity with which
moisture, tvapemates, andi reduces the tempera-
ture, of the evaporating surface, according te

fthe state of the atmosphere, witb regard ta
ihumidity, is another pi-inciple, upon whicb liy-
1grometers have been constructeti. But as ive

do not mean te describe, neteorelngicai in-
struments generaliy, wa need net fùrthor en.
large upen this point.

Our abject ini making remarka upon. hygro.
metric instruments je, that o! the principle cf
their construction lie underatooti, a great mens

e!o weatber indications beld in esteen by the
smore ignorant part of the population, and

t which depenti upen tbe sanie principles, hie.
corne intelligible.

Hygmou.etrioei, l'y inidicciticg the existrug
irynesa or dacnpnos ef tise atmnospnhere, givé
nfe'-urttion (tlsocgh flot alcvays neciratol% 1
viptlier flac iid bo ini a direction faverabi"
,e the foriosiin, tir the dissolution -of ciou'lý
~onBtqtiontly, ,cfl',d a menonn by iwhieli wet or
try weatlipr sn-iy, ta a litsitcd extent bc ps-og
lesticated. Andi supposissg the hygronsoter ta
urlicate grecit ntûxnsiphorii~ dryneas, evon
bougli tht' %vind Bliotild ahsft ta ci wciî n'l
~ainy direcliinu, it nsay talk' oe, two, or per
saps thrêe rltiys, hcfaro the reduction of the
teuspéraltiro of the air couseiquent, u.ion itls
transportation to a colder ciîxtaie, causes it to
breomne esflicier tly damp a cnd befome enougla
ofnioistitro be precipitateti it thse forin of
Claudia, te ci-casien main.

The great niab. of u-hat are calleti signe et
fair, or eft wot ivather, depenti uipon hygro
rssetric principles. Mille, a dificulty et open
ing %windows, window.shnttters, nti dooirs, nt
of drawing eut ioodon p)rg, have boots cen-
sidcreti signa cf wet wecither. Thei recison is,
ioci like ail ether hygrernetric substances,
absorba moîsture, andi expauda in bulk as the
air becomes dans jper.

The peculiir cries andi insîtructive, meve
mnents et birdé, lîca3te, inHecte andi reptitee,
which have beQu considered indications ef we t
or dry weather, ail result frous cîgreeable or
disagreer.bie sensations by svhich such animals
cire aflecteti, ivhen tise state of the ausuosphere
is hygroznetricaily dry or dcimp. In realîty,
the animais thiemsc Ives know mothing et the
cause cf tise agreeaIlo or disagreosible senea-
tiens by svh [ch they are fffucteil. Andi though
they nînnifest those sensations by peouliar
cries andi instinctive nsovcmienti., thcsy posseas
ne foreksîowlvkdge of the weather.

In like inannor, persoans subject te rbeuma-
tisas andi other comiplaints, beconse csffected
probably upon hygrometric principleawith their
constitutionai dkeee2, when the atmospherc
hecomses damp ; anmd feel reiieved upen the re-
tura ef dry %ventiler. Suds perrons mciy bie
censidereti living hygronseters.

Indeei, îvhe it [is censidered that perspira
tien is more or files obstructeci hy increased
danipness, and thint thea feathiers cf birds, and
the hair covering the, kkins of beatt, as vrell
ca the muscular fibres ct animais in genera!,
are ail botter or %veorso isygrometers; iL un ne
wonder that variations in the drysiesa or
dscnpness of the atutosphere sheuld'give risc
to agreesible or disagrepable sensations. Nover
theless, a3 properly conbtsucted hygrorsiotric
instruments aflerd compsiratively, much moee
accurate mens cf ascortaining the difforent
degrees of ntnsesphetic dryneas and dansp
nasa; andi ail the subseiquently snentioned in
diccilioss cf wet or di y %weather, cire snereiy ess
perfect andi leEs preciso methede of givissg us
simîlar information, they need lie ne longer
regarded as ivecther prognesticators.

It may be remisrked, Iîowsver, that as hy-
groneles only give information regarding the
drynese and dampns±ss cf tho Iower atmos-
phorle stratre by ivhich they are itnmediately
surreundeti, andi whichi are afl'ected by vil tlie
vicissitudes of tensperisture which occur dur-


