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up rapidly, chokes all tho weeds, and abstraots
but little nitrogon from the soil, as it draws its
principal nutriment from the air. It decomposes
very quiokly in a good goil, dout.ass owing to
the spongy naturo of the leaves. ‘L'his decom-
position is immediate and tho large amount of
gns liborated nsphyxintes the larvm of tho various
inseots in the ground. Mr. Largarde suggests
this as a possiblo remedy for phyloxera, by sow-
ing among the vines and digging in about the
roots.”

FORK VERSUS SPADE.

Wo notics that the spade in garden work is
still groatly used; and tho knowledge that the
spade has been in o great measure suporseded by
the fork'has not travelled near as much s it ought
to have done. Wo see many a ono * digging
gorden," and preparing for spring, spade in hand,
utterly unconscious that with a modern digging
fork a man can do as much work in s day, and
with far losa fatigue, what with an old-fashioned
spade it would tako him two days to do. In the
use of the fork there i8 no digging to do. The
tine runs into tho earth by the downward descent
of the fork in the operator’s hand.alone; and in
throwing over and in levelling, a singlo blow of
tho tines is enough to pulverizo and make a lovel
surface, Some say their land is too light—that
the earth passes through aund they cannot take

up o forkful ; but in this case work it when it is |

wol. Even sandy ground can be dug with a fork,
if tho proper timo is chosen for it. Of course the
gpade can never bo abandoned. Thero will always
be somo ground thatis very weedy, or full of
roots, where o sharp cdge like that of a spade will
bo necessary to sever; and in digging up trees
and garden vogetables nothing can replace the
gpade in handiness ; but there arc a number of
instances in gerden work where a digging-fork
can come into very great labour-saving.

WASI[ FOR FRUIT TREES.

—

Tho object in applying a wash to trees is not
so much to improve the rough and scaly outer
batk, as to destroy the parasitic plants and insects
which adhere to the surface of the bark, and sap
the vitality of the trce by a constant drain upon
tho circulating ocurrent. Ono form of wash is
made by adding one pound of whale oil soap to
threo gallons of warm water, stirring well, and
applying with a stiff broom or brush. The trunk
should be rubbed thoroughly and bard to rcmove
a8 much as possible of loose bark, that tho liquid
may reach avery pait of the surface. Another
good wash is 8 weak lye from wood ashes. A
third wash is made by adding two quarts of soft
water to one gelion of common soft soap. Placo
these in a vessel over the fire, and when warm
the soap and water are readily combined by stir-
ring, and should be apphed in the same manner
as the whala oil application. The best results
aro obtained by washing the tree about three
times during the season, applying the first in
April or May, the second in July, and the last in
Septeinber. The insects as woll as moss will be
effectually removed, leaving the bark. in a fine,
healthy condition.

FRUIT FROM PRIMITIVE FORMS.

The Acme Tomato was not produced from the
goeds, of the largest and finest specimen, but from
the small, hardy Plum Tomato, fertilized by the
best-known variety on the score of size and per-.
fection of fruit. So the Rogers’ grapes came
from the.sceds of the wild Sage Grape fertilized
by the best foreign sorts. The Tovey Seedling
str&wberry was from the sced of the native
speeics fertilized by the South American. The

Wonlthy applo was from a Astrachanic-orab seed
fortilized most likely by the Famouse, Hardy
now varities ars producod by planting primitivo
forms, fortilized by sorts with tho best in fruit.
Tho grapo, also, furnishes an excellont illustra-

tion. Dr. Sturtevant says: ** It cannot havo failed
to bo obgerved how a diminution in the size of the

soed nccompanies an improvement in qualily in
our nativo grapes,”

MANURES IFOR VEGXTABLES.

All vogotables that are grown for their loaves
or stoms require an abundance of nitrogenous
manures, and it is usoless to attompt vogetablo
gerdening without it. To this class belong cab-
bage, lottuce, spinach, eotg. The other class
which is grown principally for its sceds or pods,
ns beans, peas, etc., does not require much manure
of this character; in fact, the plants are injured
byit. It causes too great o growth of stem and
leaf, and the carliness—a great aim in vege-
table growing—is injuriously affeoted. Mineral
manures, as wood ashes, bonedust, eto., aro much
bettor for them. TFor vegetables requiring rich
stablo manuve it is best that they have it well
rotted and decayed. Nothing has yet been found

‘g0 well fitted for the purpose as old hot-bed dung,

though to the smell no trace of ‘ ammonia ¥
remains in it. So says The Gardener's Monthly,
snd its hints are timely.

LARGIE OR SMALL TREES.

The inesperienced usually prefer large trees.
This is a great mistake. Overgrown nursery trees
aro frequently not worth tho cost of transportation,

“for four out of five will have the roots badly dam-

aged in taking up. An apple-tree one inch in

‘diameter should bo taken in preference to one of
‘a larger growth. Our most experienced planters

now prefer trees of one and two years’ growth.
The roots ars less injured in transplanting,
and they can trim and shape the free to suit
themselves. Besides, experience has proved that
they come into full bearing quite as soon as the

,older ones.

GRUB WORM PREVENTION.

A writer in the Rural New Yorker relates the
following: One of my neighbours covered his
strawberrios with very coarse horse manure. In
spring ho raked it into the paths, where it was
trodden quite hard. On examination, after a

-while, it was found to contain myriads of very

small grub worms, which were carefully removed
with the manure and destroyed, theroby nearly
olearing the grounds, which had been infested
badly. Similar results have been obtained in
other trials,

Cuneant cuttings, and those of the gooseberry
plant, should be eight or nine inches in length.
Plant in a ghady, moist place, tramping the dirt
firmly about the lower ends, lcaving the upper
end an inch above ground.

Waey suitable soil ig used for potting, plants
only require to ke kept clean, and to be sufficiently
yot carefully watered with pure water, to keep
them in health, until the pots become crowded
with roots. In this state they speedily oxtract all

the nutriment from the soil, and either liqunid man-

ure or top dressings become necessary.
SraBue-keErers are among the healthiest of
men, and oonsidered especially free from respira-

tory affeotions, although much exposed to-cold’
and damp. Bome attribite this to the ammonis -
evolved' from the manure piles, and it is said in-

corroboration that little breast amulets of carbon-
ate of ammonin, cr'spraying of the throat with

dilute liquid ammonia gives sure relief in bron--

chial attacks.

CREAM.

A nromine sun— Tho Cook’s.

Whuar Wiggins dosorves—Blows.

Diep in the wool—A defunot sheop.

Wouan's dough-main—The kitchen.

Arways out of countenance—The noso.

Wugnx the clook strikes thero is no logal redress.

Sronrsnen should nover mnkegame of chiokens,

Tue oarly-rising husband catohes the kindlings.

Ir you don't want to lose your gun, nover it it
go off.

Wiuzn a dog is liko an eagle—\Vhon he is out
on = scent.

In.courerency—Fortunes derived from hotel. -
keoping.

It takes tho liveliest kind of a loafor to make &
dead beat.

Iopentioan —8ailors and theatre-goers—They

Mex mako horse-shoes, but women excel in
making hen shoos.

Ir is not universally that if you keop n dog the
dog will keep the * wolf from the door."”

Mrs. Partinetoy, dear old 1ndy enys that there
aro very fow people now-a-days who suffor from
4 sugg(_mtion of the brain,”

Wauex Ouida asked Charles Reade for a name
for her dog ho suggested ** Tonio,” saying: * It
is suro to bo a mixture of bark, stqel and whine."

A TRAVELLING printer, for want of employment
at his trade, went to work on a farm. Ho came
one day to ask his employer if a hen shonld be
set solid.

I sometimes takes a four-horse team to draga
man into virtue, but he will slip into vice as easily
a8 though the whole pathway of life were strewn
with bits of orange peel.

“ Interitcesr !V said tho butcher, “that dog
o’ mins was the most intelligent creatur’ that ever
travelled on four feot. Why, when he committed
suicide he did it by jumping into the sausage
machine, so as to save me all the work he
could.”

Ax old coloured preacher in Atlants, Georgis,
was lecturing a youth of his fold about the sin of
danoing, when the latter protested that the Bible
plainly said : —¢There is a time to dance.” ¢Yes,
dar am a time to dance,’ said the dark divine,
«and it's when a boy gets a whippin’ for going to
o ball.”

Prantation Parvosormy.—It’s tryin’ ter bo inter-
estin’ in conversation dat makes a liar outen many
s man.—De appetite ob man an”the vanity ob’
woman is what keeps de world’s trade in motion.
—TIt ain’t de pusson what bows low dat is really
de humblest. De snake is all on de groun’, but,
Lawd, how pizen ke is.

“ Giabs,” said the governor to an old coloured
man, “Xunderstand that you hiave been ousted
from your position of Sunday schaol superintend-
ent.”” “Yos, sah, ds figgered aroun’ till da got
me out. It was all a piece ob political work
though, an’ X doan ses why de law ob de lan’ doan
prevent do Sunday schools an' churches from
takin’ up political matter.,” < How. did politios
get you out? ™ ¢ Yer see, some time ago, when
I was a candidate for justico ob de peace, I.gin' a

‘barbecue ter some. ob my fren's. De nddar day

da brung up de fack an’ rousted me.” “Idon’t
60 why tho fact that you gave & barbeoue to your
friends should have cauged any trouble.” ¢ Neider
docs mysef, boss, but yer.sce da said dat I siole

.de hogs what I:barbecued. De proof wan't good,

and I think dat da, done wrongin ackin’ upon
gech slim testimony. Da said dat I catoh de bogs,
in a corn fiel'. Iknow dat wan't true, cago it was.
a wheat fiel’ whar I cotch.’em.”



