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After devotional services the Rev. john Laing, D.D., delivered
the following discourse +—

fcllul unito every one of us 1s gaven grace a . ording to the measure ol the gtl‘

of Chriat.

Whertfore be satth, aher he awended up on high, he ledraptivity caplive .né
ave gifts untgmen.— Ephesians i 2, 3.

Without question the Psalm which we have just sung (Psalm
Ixvili.) is the Scriptute referred to in the text.  There the ascent on
high, the takiog captive of many, the recewving of gilts, are declared
to be in order that ** Jehovah God may dwell among men,” even
among those who had been rebels and enemies.  This 18 God s grand
purpose of love to sinful men, .

‘ot the welfare of man communion with God is indlspensable,
Man was made **to glosify God and to enjoy Him for ever,” To
enjoy Him—God thmself. Apart from Gud bliss 18 impossible.  In-
nocefit man enjoyed the privilege of communion until it was inter-
rupte 1 by sin, Then man svas severed from the life of God 3 he died.
‘To restore the last fellowship, to give fe to dead sioners, * to make
an end of sin and biing 1o everlasting righteousness,” is the declared
obyect of God’s great salvation, ** that fehovah God may dwell among
the redeemed.”

This high putpose of restoration was made known symbolically at
first in the chesubim, to which the sinful outcasts (rom Eden might
repait to meet with God, and chetish the hope that in God’s goed
tume the flaming sword which kept the way of life would be by grace
temoved, and that they might again walk with God 1n Paradise te
stored. Afterwards God made Himsell known as present with holy
men, ‘Enoch walked with God ; Nuah also communed with Him ;
Abraham was his friend ; Jacob et with Him at Bethel and saw
$1is {ace at Peniel ; Moses spake with God face to face: and the
Shechinah in the lioly of Holies, in tabernacle and temple, was the
visible token that God dwelt among His people.  ** Jehovah Sham.
miah, "’ the Lord was there.

In the fulnees of time the symbols faded away before the glorious
reality. Mecn beheld the glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father,
Immanuel, God with us. The eternal Word became flesh and dwelt
among us. And still, though now ascended and enthroned at the
right band of the Majesty on high, Jesus the Chinst, by His indwel-
ling spirit, makes His abode with men, as He said, **If any man
love: Me he will keep my Word, and my Father will love him and
we will come unto him and make our abode with him.”  Thus the
bodies of Chnstians become God's teruples, and e dwells 10 them.
‘T'bis, however, is but the earnest of the blessed consummauon, when
a great voice out of the throne shall be heard saying, ¢ Behold the
tabernacle of God 1s waith men, and He shall dwell with them, and
they shall be s peoples, and Lud himself shall be with them and
be theit God.” For this revelation of the sons of God, we who have
the first fruits are waiting ; waiting for the new beavens and pew
carth, the new Jerusaler ** where there shall be 8o more cnrse, but
the Lotd God and the Lamb shall be therein, and His servants shall
do Hit service, and they shall see His face and His name shall
be on-their foreheads.” Then shall God forever dwell with redeemed
men.

To accotmplish His purpose God has prepared an instrument.
The body on earth of which Christ 1s the lead 1s that instrument.
To it, His Church, the work is intrusted, and power lrom on high s
given to pesform it. This Church is God's elect, chosen and called
out of the world, separated for the Lord, created anew in Christ
Jesus unto good works which God_ hath before prepared that they
should walk therein. In all ages God had tiis witnesses doing His
work of mercy.  Abel and Noah, Abrabam and Melchisedec, Job
and Eliha ; as well as Moses and Sulomon, or Samuel and Elijah, ot
Joha the Baptist and Paul, cachin his ume 2nd place was raised up to
lead men back to God.  Let us not natrow Gud's Church ot sgaure
the work of saints of old  The Christiaa Church 15 the Old Testa-
ment Church made perfect; and the Church militaot of our day 1s
one with the Church triumphant in glory. All who in every place
call upon the Lord, all who profess the true religion, constitute

‘God's Church, His chosea instrument for the restoring of fallen
man to fellowship with God.

To equip her for this great wotk the Chucch is furnished with
gifts by her ascended Head, Note it,well, not once for all, eighteen
hundred years ago were these gifts bestowed ; they are continuously
imparted. Christ did not leave us orphans or charge His Church
without His gracious 2id to develop her gifts and evolve new powers
iu after ages according to the devices of frail men.  Oa the cuntrary,
the Paraclete abides with the Church foreves, In every succeeding
age that Spirit works in a glorious dwersity of gifts, dividing to
cach severally as He will.  Each indiwidual Chnstan receives his
peculiar gift directly from the Loid, aod is kept dependeat day by
day on spiritual grace vouchsafed. These gifts or chasisms are
{fully. treated of, specially in three passages of Scripture, viz., Rumans
xii. 19; 1 Cor, chap. xii., and Ephesians iv. 1-9.  We may ot
consider them in detail, but st is well to aote some charactenstics of
these gifts.

Sixteen such gifts are enumerated, viz.: Apostles, Prophets,
Evaogelists, Pastors and Teachers, Healing, Ministry or Helps,
Rulers or Governments, \Wisdom and Knowledge, Faith, Tongues.
Toterpretation.of Tongues, Mitacles or Powers, Exhortation, Dis
cerning of Spiri ealth, or Giving, and Mercy Some of these

s
may be extraordinafy and temporary, but oth-rs are ordinary and

permanent ;. sonte have reference to the spirituul and others to the

'Sempqml affaits of the Cburch, Bat all are bestowed by the one
pirit.

These-gifts are veceived from Christ our ascended Lord.  We
desire to emphasize this truth.  These spiritval endowments ate not
the oytcome of maa’s nature, necessanly evolved by unconscious
adaptation to its eavironmen's ; they are directly and constantly sup-
plied from ape to'age, from hour to hour, by lgc Spirit of Christ as
He wills. For these gifted men the Church is ever dependent on Him.

Further, such men ace raised up * for the perfecting of the saints,
unto thié work of ministering, unto the building up of the body of
Christ ’ ; whatsoever men so giftéd ave, whatsoever they possess, they
arc .and, possess for edification.  Precious gifts, needlul gifts they are,
by which the Chutch is eariched, and which the Church should use.,
The CHurch .may indeed exist where these gifts are not recogaized,
are -allowed 13 lie dormant, ndt exércised, or whete they are pes-
vertéd-and abused. Not all of them or even any one of them in
pasticular is negessary to the being of the Church ; but the possession
and excréise of them are oecessary to its well-being.  Though they
have in ‘times’ past been oftien neglected and misused, or left unim-
proved, nevettheless God has not withdrawa- His grace. \Whatever
qifts are needed are still vouchsafed and will bz, provided the Church.
is.‘f{:hbful to hértrust.  Our ascended Lord is still bestowiog His
giftsi. : ’

How cleariy does the history of the Old Testameat Church
illustrate this abidiog cage of God over His people. When the time
bid ‘Comé 10 redeern the seed of Abraham out of bondage, Moses was
1aised vp, endowed with wisdom =iid 1earhing, experienced in admin-
istgatipn of public affairs and with the needful' knowledge of desért
life, Then came Joshua, the captain of the lord’s host whomever
mét'defeat.’ Wheo first the tabernacle, and at a later time the temple,
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wete:'to be-buill, Bezaletl'and Aboliab and' Hitam weré there to do' ew

the wink, men “* filled: with the Spirit -of God; in‘wisdom and in"
koowledge and in a}l maooer of workmansbip 40 dewise cunning .
wotk " ;"many wise-hiearted men and women also there were 1o ren-
def neédfulservice, - Meir alsd wetk rafsed ap who possessed Izrfc
means 3nd.with pruncely liberality consecrated'their wealth to-God's
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service, T Jers for government received the Spirit ; and judges and
prophets and kings and priests through all the ages appeared at every
important juncture of affairs specially qualified to puide, direct, com-
fort and edify God®s people who waileg for ilis salvation,

Nor hag that care abated now when men worship in spirit and in
truth without §ype §r spmbol.  In every age and land God raises up,
and"by thd ederpy of the indwelling Spint of Grace, qualifies them
tot thelr wotk'in thé upbuilding of His spititual temple, ever keeping
them and the Chutch directly dependent on Himself.

The twelve apostles, specially inspired and endued with miracu.
lous gifts, pave their personal testimony to the Chnst of (:od and lad
thé foundations of the Christian Church 1n many lands, sealing theit
tesumony with their blood. A noble company of martyss succeeded
them, going forth to disciple the nations, Laptizing and teaching,
even as Christ charged the twelve, ** Not lorde over God's heritage,”
not prieats to come Letween God and man, but zealous missionaties
~—that is, apostles or sent ones for eighteen hundred years they have
been preaching Chnst and founding Chucches far off among the hea.
then.  Prophets have lifled the solemn voice of warning, or sum.
moned to repentance, or delivered messages of comfort as God com-
missioned them. Evaogelists, men of impassioned eloquence, ** sons
of exhostation,” have passed through many lands proclaiming the
Gospsl with power, rousing the uasses and awakening God's people
tna higher life  DPustors and teachers have wuh pastaking care
instructed enquiress, opened up the Scriptures, fed the flack,
gathered the lambs, comforted the atllicted, the poor and the feeble,
refated false doctrine and urfolded the riches of Gospel truth.  Mira.
culous ilts of healing may have ceased, but nut the least of the gilts
bestawed are men and women full of human sympathy and skilful to
relieve the suffering and to heal diseases. Men qualified to render
all manner of scrvice in temporal affairs have given their labours—
too often without thaoks or recognition—and thus ensured prospenty
for the Church. Governinents, that is men of wisdom and discretson,
with the faculties of organization and admiaistration, have by wise
counsels and patient management advacced the best inteiests of
society, Magistrates, judges, lawyers, legislators, statesmen, have
been yaised up, who fear God and promote nighteousness.  Scholass,
phn]osqphcu. men of sricace, poets, artists, musicians, have dedicated
their gilts to the glory of God. Faith has inspired with hope and
eacigy and achieved most noble triumphs for the causeof Chnst in the
world. Med of wealth have laid munificent gifts on God's altar;
endowing seats of learning, hospitals, asylums and such like institu-
tions, am'i defraying by liberal devices the expenses of the Church 1n
the Lord’s work.  Men of learning have scattered knowiedge treely
among the nations and enabled all of every land and tongue to hear
and read of the wonderful works of God in their own language, But
why need I go furthes 2 These and others such are the gracious gills
of our ascended Lord, through whom His work has been catried on
now for eighteen centuries, at times with matked success and at other
times amid difficulties and great discouragements.

While we thus gratefully acknowledge what God has done, we

must with sorrow confess that too often gifted men have utilized
their God given talents for selfish ¢nds, and have gained by them a
tyrannical supremacy in the name of refigion, with the sad result of
abstructing enquiry, stfling free thought and repressing energy. in
Protestant Churclies also tndividual liberty has been lost in selfish-
ness.  The possessors of God’s gilts have forgotten the privilege of
service, and used then talents for sell-aggrandisement. They have,
with worldly amhition, sought the fits. places of honour, aimed at
wealth, emolument, power, and ceased te serve God n His Church.
Gufts of cloqaence, learming, science, skill, teaching, the art of
healing, the fine arts, have all come o be 1egarded for their moaey
value, and to be rated accarding as they procure worldly success 3
** talent will always cummand uts price. ' Ignonag the responsibility
which the pussession of such pifis eatails, with the all but universal
approval of prufessing Chrisuans, God's gifts have been prostituted
to the procuring of wealth and the enjoyment of luxurious ease.
Aad with the alase of the gifis to the loss and shame of God's
Church, danger threateas Christendom, a sense of injustice and re-
seatmeat has nsen amoog the neglected poor, a distrast of religion
and opposition to the cause of Christ.  Ia the most highly civilized
and pominally Christian countries the heartless selfishness of talented
men who bear the name of Christ, and their pitiless competition in
busioess and commerce, have alienated those who come behing ia
the race for riches and pleisure trom the religion of Christ, as if
the Gospel were inadequate to meet the wants of the present age
L=t us hope that the growiings of discontent and the muttered cur-
ses wh.ch we hear from wume to ume may lead Chustiang to sse the
error into which the Caurch has fallen, and to return to a faithful
use of the gifts of our ascended Lord for the edification of His body
and the salvation of men.  Of this return we see many hopeful
presages, and give thanks fur the revived interest which 1s being
manifested in all the Churches and the elorts that are beng put
forth to bring the blessings of the Gospel, both temporal aad pint-
tuil, withie the reach of sinful, suffering men around it.

It 15 by Foreign Mission work especially that for the last fifty
years God has been showing the Chutch her negiigence 1n the past,
and has_been calling her to faith and cflort. *How does it gladden the
heart of God’s people to hear of, to read of, to see the noble men
and women en{owed with faith and apostolic zeal, learned, eloquent,
with hio scientific attainments, skitful, acquainted with the usaful
and the fine arts, trained physiciaas and nursss, teachers, far-see-
10g, wise and pradent, who have consccrated their talents to the
Lrd and have gune forth among the degraded races and civiliz-d
unental peoples to disciple the nauons through a preached Gospel,
How hopeful aJso is the prospsct whea at home s> many goodly
crmpanes, solieties and Churches have gratefully acknowledged
these fitssionanies as gifts from the Lord, and are putti forth
efforts to maintain and aid them 1a the Lord’s work. Particularly
encouraging of late years has it been to behold men and women
possessed of large meaas, realizing thet they are but stewards for the
Lord’s work, devising liberal projects, consecrating their wealth,
and giviog largely for the cause of Christ both ar home and abroad
And the Master has abandaatly blessed the labours and gifts of His
believing peuple. Success in the ingathering of myriads, in the e
tablishmznt of native Churches, in the clevation of commuaities, in
the spread of God's truth revealed and of usefut knowledge, has been
graciously vouchsafed.  *The Lord has done great things for us,
whereof weate glad.”  From the distant isles of the sea, where
erewhils barharic cruelty, mofal pollution and gross intellec ual
datkae»s reigaed, now are heard songs of deliverange raised by raa-
somed hosts Yea, missionanies and: fands are gomng forth from
many such glaccs in 2 way that puts to shame the labours and giv-
ings of tauds long blessed with the xaowledge of Chyist. Among
the teeming maitituies of India, China, Japan, yea, even in darkest
Afgica, heroic martyzs and labourers have established centres of hight
and blessing, and the way throughout the whole world has been pee-
t.ared for the comiag day when, by the instrumentality of the Church,
faithfolly using the gilts-of her asceadéd Head, teatn, righteousaess
and love shall prevail, the kiogdom.of grace shall be universally es-
tablished, the Prince of Peaceshall take to Him Hijs great power and
reign ; wheén the welcome shout shall be heard with great voices from
Heaven saying : * The kingdom of the wotld has become the king.
dom of yux Lord a0d.Hes Chnst ; aod He shait reiga for ever aod

“Faitidis and’ breibren, i’ view of ali this; of all that God has
donsandiis doing in, for, by his people ; of the many doors that-lie
upep awaiting the coming of those thit ““ bring good'tidings -of good,
that publish peace and salvation ™ ; of the loud.calls-that reach us.
from north, south, east and west o go over and help, to i;scgc,thg

O P R T . e - ol e

[Jung 17th, o

petishing ; in view of all these things, what should we do? Why
the great need of God’s Church to it her for the glorious w
which the tweaticth century, now so near  (hrppy they that ez,
calls her to? \Yhat in particular does this Chutch, in which (%
has given us the privilege of beanng office, demand of us?  Ah, iy
are practical questions ; they are solemn questions. Qa the ans
they receive much depends, both for ourselves and our fellowmy
Great is the rcspor.sibﬁily of all the Churches to.day : not thele
the responsibility of the Preshyterian Church in Canada.  Muchy
{reely we have received, much is justly required of us.  Think of
profusion of gilts Christ has bestowed : Christian hberty, educau:
learning, science, litezary facilities, wealth, professional ataly
skilled labour, able staresmen and financiers, superabundaat wealr
material prosperity, Think of the mignificent opportunities we hy
for serving the Lord and advancing His Kiopdom,  What 1he
fathers and brethren, shall we do? ~Let us conseceate ourselves ane
and wholly to the Lord, all we are, all we possess. Let each one
us earnestly bend to the work a'lotted to us by the Masterin o
little cozner of space and our short minute of time, and thusfa!
ous portion of G i’ eternal work aad wil—* Here, Lotd, [ g
myself away, ‘tis all that I can do

. In order to this one thing maialy—I might say only— we nee
withit_all else will come, while without 1t all else will be 10 vay
one thing we need, a (resh bapusm of the Holy Spieit—a bapusm.
living fite, a Pentecostal experience. Lt us then wait on the La
till we reccive the promise cf the Faiher, and are endued v
power from on high- ** Nut by might, nor by power, but 1y y
Spitit, saith the Lord,” ¢ Except the Lord build the house, the
labour in vain that build 1t *

.Once more let the diine socitalism, the communism of in
which the Holy Spitit wotks, bz realized ; and men of all chaw
and conditions, Leholding God's wotk, will wonder and say, as:
old, ** See how these Chrstians love each other.” The reproach¢
selfishness, covetousness, luxarious indulgence, will be taken away
fear will come on every soul ; all that bLelieve will be together a0
work together ; the true unity of God's Church will be manifese
in the boad of psace  Being of one heant and one soul, no one w;
say that aught he possesses is his own. Chastians will hotd al
thiogs in common s a trust for the good of their fellowmen and m!
rejoice in cach other's gifts ; not only possessions and money, buta;
gifts bestowed by Cﬁrisl-—lcaming. wisdom, arts, eloquence, th
professions, the trades, financial ability, and all else consecrated
God, wili be devoted to the good of man ; selfishness will Le mel's
before the warmth of Chrstian love ; holiness to the Lord wiilh
tascabed even on the Lells of the horses, and God will @well amos:
redeemed men. '

Changes great and many will take place in the coming age. Tb
Church will adapt hersclf to the new conditions of the fature, asu
past times she has conforraed to the demands, opinions and custon:
of the people who receive the Gospel; Christian wisdom requye:
this. The Church canoot remain stercotyped in every feature,:
fossil remnant among the living activities of the human race. Toer
must be progress, improvement, adaptations tn many outward ar
cumstances, which are to Le ordered by the hight of nature and Chns
tian prudence. But it is not to these external things that we tar
with confilent hope. Motia magmticent places of worship, wih
costly secvices and refined and cultured hitargies ; not 1n grand eccles:
iastical orgamizitions, new orders, sevived guilds, socteties, 20d
associations , not 12 new mnethads, far less in new doctnines, revised
creeds, or accummadatons to the tastes and cpinions of worldly-swse
men with fond devices and will-worship ; not 10 such things is ou
hope placed. Oh, 1o ; for us the ** old, old story of Jesus and fus
love ™ is envugh. ** He 1s the same yesterday, to-day and forever®
His Guspel s and ever will be, and it alone, the power of God uats
salvation. We are not ashamed of it. The Word of God s the
sword of the Spirit, which alone can siay the enmity of the natsn!
heart and guwve Iight to the datk soul.  An uplified—crucihed 20d
ascended Savivut—alune can draw men heavenward. The lovin
enengy of godly men and women is the appointed instramentality for
accomphshing God's great work.of salvation. Oh, then, let everyoae
on whom the ascended Christ has conferred a gift, use it, not for sell
aggrandizement but for the Lord’s glory, let Christiars generally re-
cognize, without eavy or jealousy, these God-bestowed gifts, and sup-
port and encourage the possessors of them in the petformance of the
Lord’s work. Let us help the men of faith, the men of power, whoz
the Lord is raising up to devise-and exccute great things for the
good of men, and if we cannot do the work ourselves, let us coo
tribute, through uthers, our litle share towards the tnumphant oo
summation.

Fathers and brethren, when I speak of the members of God's
Chuarch, I wish to be understood 1n no narrow, sectarian seose. 1
speak of ** all who love the Ltd Jesus Chast an sincenty,” how
ever thev Jiffzr from me in creed or ectlesiastical usages and prac
tices. Every true Christian is under obligation at all times and is
all relations to own Christ's « thonty and act asa member of that
glorious body, of which e 1s the ."~d.  Not as a Charch member
oaly, and in the house of God, but as « citizen n his field, bs
workshop, his office, h's store, his home ; in the chambers of justice
and legislative halls, in the management of financial concerns and
comm:rce and trade, wicn doing business quite as much as whea
engage1 in religious exer. ises, to acknowledge and setve the Lad
Christ, and regulate his cinduct accord agly.  He is at all iumes “a
temple of Goad through the spirit.” He ts not at liberty to lay aside
the eternal principler ot truth aad righteausness at the call of worldly
expediency or carnal policy ; he may not,.at the demaund of supposed
politic1] interests, or the pitiless competition of trade and commerce,
forget the law of God, and duceive or wrony his fellow min, &
Chrstian's work should be worship. iis time, his talents, poisess:
ions, bodily members, as well. a8 his soul, are the. Lotd's ; redecoed
hy Christ, he is His, and in all relations, at all timss, in aill w.k, be
ought 1o glorify Gad in his body and spirit, which are the Lad's.

Our hops, then, is not in huge: organizitions or fine ecclesiastical
machinery § it is in the iadividual Christiap—ip men and wom
filled with luve to God and guided by His good spint, 1n menand
women of prayer aud honest effort, faithfully doing God’s will in
lowly dwellings, ankanown to f{ame, it may be, but instrumeats
honoured by God in doingz His work. When all Christiags, highacd
1yw, learned and ignutant, in city aad wn csuntry, fich and poot,
thus address themselves to Gad's work, the coming of the day of tht
Lard will be hastened, more and more rapid and wide-spread will be
the advadce of the kingdom, Christ’s enemies will be put under Hs
fuotstool, and Immanue), twith' His saints, will rule the world. Eveo
the last assault of orgamized. anti-Christian rebellion will be ovet
thrown, the man of sin ** will be siain with the breath of His mouth,
and-bronght to nought by the mamfestation of His presence,” a2 ran-
somed-world sill receive its descending ILord, the peifected Church
will be presented faultless * old thjngs shall pass away . thenew
heavens and new earth, in which dwelleth rightcousoess, shalt

. apoear. Then shalbthe geeat voice out of the throde bé heard sayiogs

: is centain that had not thé train bearing t

¢ Behold the tabemacle of God is with:men, and: He shail dwell wits
them, and lhcg‘shall be His peavle, and God Himself shall be with
them and b: their God, and He shall wipe away every teat from
their eyes ; and desth shall be no more ; aeither shall there be moum:
ing, not ceying, not painany more. The first things ate passed away.

A large audicoce assembled in the beautiful struciure tecently
erected for the congregation of St, Andrew'’s Church, Kiogston. It
ﬁsc- remmaits of the dedd

Premier and fts company of mourners tq the aity at the time of
meetjog, the atterIngs would have been stil] Jarger, The Prequst
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