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Watflot tilt tht littie banals are ai test
Etc you fluI ihemn full of flowt..s;

WVit not for tht crawning tuberose
To naike sweet the last sat b ous;

But white in tht bus)- houschold band,
Vouir darlings stlli nced your giding band,

O, f111 ibeir lives with çiveeiness.

Wa'it nt tilt the tittle heatts. %re ii
For the loyîng look or praise ;

But white yau gently chide a (suIt.
Tht gocd deed klindly praise.

The word Vou speak beside the blet
Falls siwctct fat on tht living et;

Oh, f111 ycung lires with sweetness.

Ah, wht k kine.ncss on cald ciay itis
Te the roe month we prcss,

Wh'ten eut wtt ant flics te ber mohe's alms
For love's tenderest carcss?

Let neYer a worldly babble keep
Vaut heart tram the loy cach day shonlal reàp.

Citcling young lires with sweetness.

Give thmnlas cach morning, for the sturdy boys,
Give thanks for the fairy girls ;

Witb a dower of wcatb lilce ibis st home
Woild yen i e the eatb for pearîs?

Wait flot for Jieath ta gem Love's crewn,
But daily shoirer life's lessing dawn,

And f111 voung hecatts with sweettitss.

Remember the bornes where tht liRht bas lied,
%Vhere thetrose bas faded awsy;

Andl love that grows in y-outh(ul hcasts,
O clierish it white yau may i

Andl maire your home a garden of flowers.
%Verejoy shail bloom through childhood's botr,

And C'il young licats wth sweetness.

IVA YSJDE WORVS.

MtY REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D., GAi.T.

"Tht words cf the wîse are as goads, and as nails tasteneal
b> tht master of assemblîts, which are gîven tram ont slitp-
lerd." And they are so whether they are massed together
in studied dibc.aurse. or dropped an brief or broken sentences
upon occasion. They are either a blazong torch,* casting its
light ahrnad for tht dispeliing cf tht darkntss, or they are
spnitks sith a solid cote cf fire tbat may ignite a torcst or
kindît a powdcr train that may explode a mine. Plato tells
us in bis Il Banquet," by tht moutb cf Alcibiades, that tht
very fragments et Socrates and bis words, "leven at second-
h.cnd, andl hotvever imptrfectly repeateal, amnaze andl possess
the seul of every man, wvoman and child who came wthin
bearing of them," anal hc gees on ta say, I b ave beard
lericles, andalother great orators, but thangh 1 theugbt tbey
spoke well, 1 neyer had any similar feeling ; my sout was net
sirred by them, net was 1 angry at thethtought of my ewn
slavisb stae. But this Marsyas tSocrates) bas otten brought
me te sucb a pass that 1 bave tekt as if 1 could hardly en-
dure tht lite 1 am leading. . . . For hbe makes me con-
fess that 1 ought flot te live as 1 de, neglecttng tht wants ef
my own seul, and busying myscît wth tht cancertis of tht
Athenians." This is a remarkable testimony ta tht moral
power cf Sacrates. It shows la a striking way tht force of
trutb. Tht words ef a good mati art mighty for goad ; they
are tht energy of bis spiritual nature put forth fer tht correc-
tien cf crier, tht enlightcnment et ignorance, tht direction of
those whe, are ont o! the way, tht arousing of the mind te
thought and concearn, tht savng cf tht saut. Hew otten arc
thcy ttered witbout premeditation 1 Thty are like the juice
of the grape that exudes for very ripencss. It is intertsting
te gather a handfnl of these tagether, jnst te encourage us te
spcak the word God may give us te utter at times wben we
remaiti siltat.

Edward Irving once. paying a flying visit teaIatbgate, was
induced te cati an a yonng mati wbo was dyiag oi consuimp-
tien. Ht was se pressedl for time that tht visit bail te be
mrade at six o'clock in tht miorning, just belote be sarttd on
bis jonrney. Entering the sick chamber, Iving went np te the
bedside, and lookinsr in tht tact cf tht patient, said softîy, but
earnestîy, "Gecrge M-, God lolves you ; be assured cf
this : God loves ye." Wben Iving departeid, tht young
man's sister ceming in tonnd ber brother in tears andl in JeY
not ta bc dtscribed. "What do yen think? Mr. Irving says
Ged loves me," cricil the dying lad, overwheimed witb tht
marvellons discovery. Tht sndden irressage badl brangbr sun-.
shine andl light into the chamrber cf death.

Ont day as Robert Murray McCheyne was passing along

tht street in Dundece, he laid bis hand upon the bead et a
child, whe, at lis toucb, Iooktd np inta the catim, solemn
counitenance ai the miaister. IlWalter," said M'Ceyn," do
yen love yonr own saul ? " Vithout another word he passed
on. The littît boy marvelleal mucb at tht strange question.
Olten did he deeply ponder it, and it became a theught in
bis ieart, andl the thangbt throngh grace, a living germ. Wal-
ter became a Christian, a student and a ministcr, andl ere be
died won many seuls te Christ. At Kelso, white visiting a
littie girl, be said ta ber:* I Goil gives iast knocks. When
yonr heart becemnes bard andl careless, then tear lest Christ
may bave givea a last knack." Wc cati imagine how impres-
sive these words would be i

Er. N. Murray, tht fameus "Kirwan" eof tht Unitei
States, tells us that in bis vonth be met an aid disciple,
nimety-one years ef age, andl la taking i .ave ai tht venerable
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pilgrim, left with hcr young friend a charge which he had
ne ver frgotten - IIDo ait the gond you canl ta ail the people
you caninl ail the ways yen cati, and as long as yen cati."
WVas this the ilrst utterance cf those wards in this farimil
How ofien have tht> been repeated since in homes, and ln
Sunday schools in the hearing of impressible children. And
were they only acted upon bow soon would the face cf the
world be changed ; how soan would the wilderness blossom
as the Garden of Eden 1 Dr. W. P. Miackay, of Hull, Eng.
land, whose lite cf faith and abundant labours cf love ail
reading Christians know something about, was once attend-
ing the ieeing markets in ccmpany with Duncan Matheson,
the Scottish evangelist. They had been speaking ai entire
consecratmen ta the Lord, and the noble work ai preaching
Christ and gctting seuls saved. Dr. Miackay says of that
time. Ily mind was net very clear as te my own path. 1
was secking light as ta my future course-whether 1 sheuld
give myseif entirely up ta prcach tht Gospel, or enter a pro-
fessional course. Many young men are similatIy paced, and
aten require an encouraging word when ail around scems
doubttul or dark. We had ta go in différent directions. He
('Matheson> crossed over te the other side of the platorm, Ënd
bis last words before aur train came up were i bis manly
accents, 'Go and read George Mülîler, of Ashlcy Down.' 1
had neyer heard the name before, but 1 put it down in my
memory. On the first oppertunity 1 read his history. And for
the irst time in mv Uie saw the meaning of practic-J every-
day taith. 1 had knnwn about faith te save my seul, but this
opened up quite a new aspect ef Gad's gloriaus truth.» Here
is the secret ai Dr. Mlackay's power unveiled. Faith, faitb,
faith in God. This is the key te his useful and honourable
lii .

George Cowie, of Huntley, a quaint minister, full ai tht
Holy Ghost and oi powver, on the occasion ai a lad leaving
his native place, said te im . IlYoung man, you arc like a
ship going ta sea fiithout compass or helm." These words
led te his conversion.

When Richard Knill revisited Bideford, in the South of
F.ngland, after lis return tram Russia, he took aside twa boys,
and having made themn repeat the prayer, IlO Lord. convert
my soul, for the sake of Jesus Christ, amen," :,itil it was ira-
pressed on their memory, he charged thcmn in the most solemn
and affectionate manner ta continue te offer it till it was
answered. They did se, and both becasme ministers cf exten-
sive usefulness, ane in the Wesleyan connection and the other
in the Establisbed Church.

Tht Rev. John NMcPherson, of Dundee, visiting a sick ont
late at night, as he leit tht bouse a gleam etf light feil tram
the wirdow upon the pavement, and revealed the word,
" Éternity 1 " He says: I stared back, and felt 1 was
treading on hoiy ground. On tht morning of tht day an wich
Robert Annan fell a sacrifice ta is heroic endeavour ta save
the lite ai a dr'iwning boy be bad cbalked that word upon the
pavement."

1 could nlot help calling te mind another young mar, wbo
moved in a different spher-the late lamniaed Hon. James
Gordon, son et the EarI of Aberdeen. That young nobleman
was d -ply impressed by reading that portion ai tht sketch of
Annan's lite in which tht incident j.Ist reierred te is related.
Eternity 1 Eternity 1 kept ringing in his cars. Thus he was
stirred and blessed. Se deeply moved was he by the stary
that on leaving home fer Cambridge be requested that the
word eternity should be carved, at bis expense, on tht stone
on which Robert Annan had chalked it, so that it might preach
for ever afterwards ta ail wba passed that way.

Is there neot ligbt and lite ia words incidentally dropped
by tht way? Bebold how much wood is kîndled bv sa *mail
a fire! If evil wards de much mischief, gond words wark
much bltssing ia the souls cf men. They are as nails tas-
tened by the master cf assemblies. If we would know
tht secret oi succesrful speech, these incidents tcach us that
it lies i living fellowship with God. How important, there-
tore, the command, IlKeep thy heart with ail diligence, fer
eut oi it are the issues cf lite.-" Herein is ttaching for tht
Christian who wauld be largely used in doing gond, and aise
fer tht parent at home ; and for tht minister af tht Gospel
-abroad. IlLet yaur speech be always with gract, stasened
with sait." WVe ail know by experience hew difficult this is 1
But it is ia respect te this as vieil as everything tIse that lies
within the realm cf Christian duty that we need ta Ilwatch
and pray." Kceping in tht Spirit and in communion witb
Christ Jesus, and in charity with aIitmn, uur words will bc as
goads. In the lovely picture painted, in the flrst psalm of the
gedly man,, k is said that "hec shail bc like a tree planted by
tht rivers ci water, that bringeth forth bis fruit ini is sea-
son ; bis itaf aise sball net wither ; and whatsoever be doeth
shall praspe.r."

fils IIfruit 'l is bis actions ; bis "Itaf " as bis word or
words. And these shall net wither-they are imperishable.
How? Everythiag borti af God's good Spirit is chargtd with
a hlte that is eternal and blessed.

THE TWO TALENTS.

Ont cf theè nost common excuses for inactivity in spiritual
work is a want of ability ; fnt a total want of ability, but the
absence cf tht great ability which is possessed by some cf tht
more favourId members cf,:he Churcb.N. No one is willing
te acknewiedge that he is altagether without mental strength
and moral influence ; le wouid vigorously resent sncb an im-
putation. Bot be compares himself witb others, and he sees,
or thinks he secs, that they are "hbead and shoulders"' above
hlm ia &bis regard. He expects :hetraIodu tht necessar
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work, white he tNt. lin dleness. Such thoughts as these
tnay not be i~pressed la words, but theY aften have a place
la the.heart: If 1 ceuldspcaL-with eloquence.of sncb a Min-
ister, * would preach tht Gospel in seasca and out cf seasen;
if 1 could exhart with tht powercl isucb an evangelit, 1 woud
neyer grow weary i telling tht sîory cf tht cross ; if1 cauld
teacli witb tht skill cf sncb a teacher, 1 would aîwrays have a
class in the Sabbatb schaol ; if I had the learnlng of such a
scholar, my pen wauld neyer be idle in dettnding Christianity
against its enemits.

It ought ta be remembered that in the sicramental hast ef
God there is a place for those who are private soidiers, as
wvell as for those who are officers, and that in the family of the
Heavenly Father there are errands for tht children, as weil
as tasics fer the aduits. la fact, a large part of the wottt te-
quired ta build up tht Churcb is adapted te medicm ability.
A man may net be a Samson, and yet in certain lines he may
be mare useful witbout miraculousphysical strengtb. Al tht
early Christians did net have the natural talents and educatien
of Paul, and yet Paul did fiat do ail tht spiritual work cf bis
day. A iew rltd cannen cf long range are essentialin aa
camp2ign, but unless thet anan d file have their guns and
sabres and use them as they were intended tu be used, it is net
likely that tht army will be victorieus.

Mr. Spurgeon cannut preach tht Gospel te ail tht warld
There is werk tu be dont wbicb Mr. Mloody cannot do. Tht
fact that there is but ont living Spurgeon and cnt living
Mloedy is conclusive evideace that Ged dots net intend te
convert tht wotld through men cf e..rraordinary abiiity. The
greater part of tht necessary work in the home, la the Sab.
bath school, la the social meeting, and la personal intercourse
bas always been donc, and probably always will be done, by
those wbese praise is net in ail the churches. Until tht Lord
appoints an entirely différent plan ai service from that which
bas been followed 'ever since the ascension. there will be
abundant montmonng the workers fer mea and women of
liitied education and moderate ability.

Those wbe possess oaly a small ability will be called te as
strict an account as their more favoured felows. la tht par-
able ai tht talents, tht servant wbe had received twa talents
bad te pass thrcugh the saine examination as the servant wbe,
had received five. WTt are accountable for wbat we haveand
net for what others have. Because a mati bad few opportuns-
tics and limited abilities wili net excuse him traom appeariag
before tht judgment seat et Christ te be judged according te
the deeds dont in tht body. It is worthy et special notice
that the servant who was faithful with bis two talents rcceîved
precisely tht same commendatien as tbe anc who had been
faiîtul with bis five talents. " Weil done, tbou good and
faithful servant ; thou hast been faitbiul over a few things, 1
will make thet rider over many things; enter theu into tht joy
ofttby Lord."

Tht bistory ofithe Church 15 fillcd witb illustrations oaithe
way in which Goal bas bonoured mederate ability when con-
secrated ta bis service. Tht reason of thisis among thethings
reveaital. God wouid take away algroundlo! boa-ýting ; he
would magnity imselt; he would show the groundlessncss of
every excuse for inactivity. Ht uses tht wcak unes of the
world te contound thc migbty, ta show that t s flot liy
might or power, but by His Spirit that sinners are tu be
converteal-

The: commun excuse cf want cf ability i5 net a valid one.
Whatever tise tht parabie cf the talents may teacb us, it
certainly puts emphasis upon this tesson : tht man witb ont
talent, was pnnished, net becance he had ony one talent,
but because he did not use the anc talent which he bail.
Tht same parable seems te imply that those who have tht
fewtst talents are the unes wbo are mest ikely te bide their
talents ini a napkin. This is the case at tht present time if
we may judgt (rom tht frequency witb wbicb seit-styleil unfit-
ness is trged as a reason for doing noîhing for the Miaster.
No ane cati tell bow mucli he cati de with a single talent tili
he bas tried.

Thtre is ta be a redistribution of the rcwards cf hle great
king, and that redistribution will be made, net accarding te
the number ofitaients a man received, but according te the. way
la which ht- used themn. Tht rulc by whicb tht crewnsof the
future wilI be bestowed will flot be ability but fathtlacs.
WVbtn that ruie 15 applied by the impartial Judge, " Many
that are first shall be last, and tht Iast shail be frst.-United
Presatyerian.

SICI-IED MINISTRY.

Every place cf warship bas its sick and feeble ones, whase
infirmity prevents tbem front atttnding public setrvice, andl
whose longing and thcughts Sabbath by Sabbath fellow wist-
fully these still able ta cnjny the publc means cf grace. Ves,
and their prayers are vvith preacher and ;froplt tonc; it mnay
be for this very reason that thcy are kept Lemre low, holding
up la tbeir weakncss by tht migt of tbeir pleadings thebhands
of Christian worktrs, and watcring tht secil sown by their
-supplicating teai-s.

Mht eniat anthority cf " Daniel Quarma" tell% us af the
littît meeting that fclaow believers beld la the room cf a bed.
ridden aId lady, whose canary grew soeiecited with tht sing-
ing that it had ta be subdueçl by covering up its cage.

«"«I wonder why Goil dmesnet take yen away ta test," said
an influential gentleman te, a weak and weary womnan who Iay
sick and in poverty. This gentleman was noted for bis bene-
valence, aad bis use la tht wcrld was apparent; but why
should aid Bctty linger litre ? "'1 think 1 stop hmreta pray "
she said ; it had been ber prayer continnaily that bis heart
and hand miglit be open ta varions gaad works on diffeient
sides, and he had become one cf the mast benevolent belpers
arouad. Who cati estimate tht. power that lies la the plcad-
ings cf tht sufferers we cal!«I"helpless ?»Who cati measure
tht scope cf their miaistry cf prayer? When used in falth,"
says Bonar, Ilweakness is tht mightiest tbiag on earnb, for it
affords rom for God and the powrrcf God ta work."


