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folth cvl fruait. Nuither can a corrupt trcc bring
rotth gond fruit." Eph. v. 18, il De neot drunk îvith,
,aine, whortln ia excess, but bc filcd %villa the Spiral , "

, lm. Ili. 8, I 1ot givcn ta muc.h ivine *' i Tim. v.
23 t Drink no longer mater, but use a ltile ivinc fur

tbf stoanach's sake andi daine ofien infirmities , '

Titus Il. 3, " Net given top muc-i wane." IL would bc
casy te enlarge te an andefintte exient. 1 have only
refermai ta saine of the m.ast dire.-t passages, asad
immn ail tha't 1 find in the Bible on the âubjett, I ani
drIven to the con.clusion that prohibition la nuthang
but a delusion of the evil anea, for we arc toid hea s
truasformned !nia ana wuget of light, and he neyer
did show the truc lîght, but a spurioua thing, ta get
cs ta belicve that i as superior ta the truc light. He
is quite pleased that wve shoulti inake a great externat
show, but with no internai reaitty. Miay He who
made the iight, shine iniuaà uua hcartb, that ive may
know the light. SLRtl'tiaý TLý%raRAtt,.

SIPIPL Y'AND) ÇFT7FlIfFVT OF VA CAIN.

,I1R. EDITOR, -In prcparing tl:e'r innuil repart for
transmission ta the C.cneral Açsemb>', the Caîinmitîc
oDistribution and SuppIy have found the faiiaîving

itr> gratifying features among~ the resuits ai the
Wars work. The whole number af ministers and li-
cetiates an the rail for the year wvas forty six 0f
titis number twenty-thrce camne upoti the rail since
kias Assembi>' Tite whole nuniber rcmaved from the
ra. il during the year 'vas twcniy thr-ce, of wvhoin eigh-
Iteen were caiied -and settled (o)urteen in " vacancies
reporting ta the Canirmttee for suppi>'," knd four ina
uacancies nlot sa reporting," wvhile five have with

'drawn ta enter tapon tvoric in ai mission fields and
elsewhere.»

Though the whale number of vacancats reporting ta
te cammittee far suppiy wvas much sinalier than it

jshould bave been, yet of thest tv.enîy eight h ive been
sgîtied during the year, fnurteen b>' miaisters or licen-
tiaae.s chosen frrnt the Distr;bution Ca.ninttee's iist,
ane b>' arninister who had previously withadrawn from
lie list ta engage in mission wark, severa by licen
i4tes and ministers without charge flot an the list,
and six b>' ministers; calliiiram settled charges.

it wili be seen that more thftn haif of the
=û~cies setied as reparted chose as pasiors

titose who bac! honaurcd the Assemblys Distri-
bution Scherne. And if it be borne in ntind that
the vacancies asked and receivedl suppi>' thraugh
the Comanittte for an average of iess than half the
urne, and wbre stapplied for the at.her half mainly
by setticd ministers and others nlot on the camanittee's,
144, it will be seen that thnse going: upon the list
bave competed more than succcssful!y with all otherb
-seiled niinisters inrludtd ; white flftecn of thase
on the list, anad oni>' thirteen of al] those nat on the
Est bave been sttitd in tht twenty eight tacancies
titat were open for an equal turne ta each of these two

lasses Four addftionai of thase an the i5t have
been caiied ta charges in -hirh tht>' could get only
acbanceehearing, as these wvere vacancies that aslced
for no suppiy through tht committet, but relicd atholy
upon such as they could sectare hi. privait arrange.
mnt

From the ahave shnuw«ng it appears that those sck
ingappointments through the Assemrbl)'s Comm;ttee
ame accrdinz tri the v-erdcrt rJf % mant , et.gregaions,
ta bc preferred ta those seeking empioyment an!>' b>'
private arrangement.

%Ve have flot the data ai band fromn which ta insti-
tute a full comparison ; but'are of the opinion that
semething similar would be foundi truc in the case
of canitregations ; that is ta ay>, that a larger pro.
portion of sctllements have taken place among
vacancies within the Coramittee's bounds that
have> asked for suppiy through the Committee,
titan among those flot reparting for suppi>', but
relying whaiiy upan privale arrangements, It as
warthy ai reanarl aise' that the ,amancies settled by
ýpastnrs chnisen tramt the Comm&ttee's list include im-
Partant charges in city, tawn and country, and ini
-sanie instance thesa pastors-cîc receivcd catis from
twoor more vacancies before accapting setulement.

Tiese are--sa fair as rerent t-irs ar icast arc con
ceried-new and most grat"'>. ; j resultb, and they
Wrramnt tht committee in hop.rag that if the recom.
Iratndatons al their annual repart for tbis ycar shail

adopted by the General Asstmbl>' at Halifax, the

day la nlot far off %Yheil ail vacancies, as weli as ail
licentiates and others tvasbing settlement, wii be
alaka glad ta have the opportunit>' af being served b>'
the Assembiy's Cammauce. And if, in adiaton te
adopiting the cammittee'r, recoin men dtions, the As-
semb>' shail aise adapt the ovea ture on rte supply
andi setulement af vacancies transmitteci by the
Synod af Hamilton andi Lon'ton, at may ba axpectit
that a nev era as at Jiand in the Lhurch's laistory, in
,vhaLh speedy settiements wall be the rule, anai pro-
trnctcd vacancies wîil be out af the question.

Hianifi on, Ont., Mnfy j, 888. R. J. LAIDUW.

PROBA TIOIVERS SW.E

MRi. EDIxTOl, -Aa invitation 'vas gaven satie tîme
ago foi sug<gestions fut the impruvenerist ut taic 1 tu-
bationers' Sc.hemxe, «as the commaîtea waslied tu niak'c
it as perfect as passible.

1 would therefore suggest the follawing.
i. That the three manîsters preaching an a vacancv

during each quarter shoulti (arn a ]eet, and that the
Moticratar ai Session shouiti be required ta hoid a
c.ongregaional meeting cach quarter, antd il atter
taking a vote st as foun i tat nonca of the three have
a majarit>' of thé congregatien, a nan' leet should be
given. If four leets, comprîsing twchve manasters.
have been gaven and no ane commiandis a majoraty of
the whoie congregation, the Presbytery shoîîld tItan
make the appaîntments, changing thear manasters as
afaca and no ottener than nccssary tgit the congrega-
taon as in a praper frarne Wiuj-t for a settîcti pastor

According ~ ~ ! tthpesi~ractace, ai as na araatter
lao.v acceptable a manaster's preachang mn>' bc, he as,
as.belpless as the lame mani at the pool af baloim,
who bac! " no man ta put hban vhen tht water Was
traubleti.» If he bans no influence with the Nloderator
ut Session ta gel a cail modernieti an, he must wail
'or anuthea opportunit>'. He as nai atlawed ta wat
foi thethibrty-eigbî years, but atter twa years-na niai-
ter if the greaier part ai bas lime bas been spent an
prcacbang ta congregatnons who have cahicti manasters
and ha bas praveti ever so acceptable-ha as pro-
nauicti ancampetent and las naine ab struck ait the
rail.

Ta cal! a minister an such a position a candidate as
an abuse of language. Na anacan praper>'ba caiicd
a candidate unless ha as nomianaieti.

B>' adopîang ihis simple suggestion ail the nanas-
ters who preach an a vacancy would be reall>' candi-
dates, andi the>' wouid ail bave an equal chance.
Cangregattons îvuuld then have an opportuntîy af
exercising thear raghî an chaosang n manaster. Ac-
cordang ta the present praice they can onty do so
avben the Muderator af Sessaon secs i ta brarag a
naine belora ihen.

Rule 2. For tht regulation ai the distribution ai
prohataoners, passeti by last General Assembly, shoulcl
be amendeti or expunged. IL mris as ioilows ;Ihat
the commaîlet hava power ta withhold appoaients
frrnm any ta whom objections have been tie untal
such tame as the Presbyter>' recurmmnnanng am shaîl
show cause for bis beang givera bas former position."

No graunIs are requared for the objection, but as
fat as appears frira thet ruie, huwever grounaiess tige
objection, the minister is condemneu and degraded
[rom bis position as a mnister turneti out uf empaoy-
ment, and If ha can get hîs cabe tracti before six
mxoitbs ha may thinkl himbtif funtunate. Il the ob-
jection against ht is nlot sustainei lac as resiared ta
bisformer position, but he -na>' have tost fromr $o
ta $300a b>' the affair besidts the injur>' ta bas repu.
talion.

Can axa> one point aut any giod such a riait can do?
If we have any ininister, îvbo cannot safel>' hc

trusteti ta prcach tour SabbatSs in a vacancy, il as high
tinte that sucli were put oui at tht Cburch. If any
Presbytery certifies a minister as beang an gond and
regular standing, why shouiti ait> Tom, Dick o: Harry
or Convener (for there is nolhing saîtd about %%bat
kiait of an obier-tut is reqtredi hava the power ta de-
pose hm, framn the work of the mrnnstry.

It as uttar>' ancredibie thai a riait sa much ai vari-
ance wath British practice and Btble austace couli
have ci-ci been passed boy such a body uf mean as
comnpose the Gencral Assembi> aller matura 4.ieaabcra-
taon. ht muât have been passed ian haste, If thas,
rule wera expungeti and my other suggestion adopteu,
the Scbemt naighî be consadered on the wbala ratas-
facto*>' Aatoi JIJSTiT7rr.

CANDIDA ING.
%Mîe Fpav,%p, Candidating affectsninisters and 1:

affects congregations. How it haumiliates, discour-
ages nd snurs aristers bas been toid in your
rntumna Ttiat efforts are being made in the Presby-
teries tf 13rkvUile and Orangeville ta sbieid minis.
terç (rnm ilie evils oaf the systen bas aiso been talc!
in ynur papier But noîbing which yau have yet
pithlished iaikes it cicar that ini-nisters have yet
elisrelvered that these evi' s are inseparable iroin the
systern It mn>' be that no one has yet avritten ail he
bas thoughit and felt. il may ba that the mena wha
knoav mosi have been deterreti by the (Car cf incurring
tlr contempt even perhaps the jeers aio their nacre
surc-essfui brethrea, fram tthhirag their grievancas andi

eîii.gtheir miinais; but 1 as a layman have no
fea-tr5 tin rstrrtin mne (romt tellirag ail 1 knowt about our
llrebyterian "lcurse." Aboya 1 useti the terin saic-
cessful as it is generaiiy used, ta describe those îvho
arc successfittian obtaining laltIs-nai those whlo ivre
successtul as pastors. This success in abtaining catis
is a ver>' questionabie icind of success ; for the systema
is s0 decided>' badl that it tempts tht candidate,
loni;ers h'.i bQ1f 11espLt, and roubes in hurt atl the evi.
pabsions %whih dre held Up te nariteti contempi ina
the expression Ilward pulitician." Otten the cest
mana dots net succeed.

Thei excuse for the systeint is, "They must get a
gîîo I preat-bet'" M &Lb- grumbling about poor preach-
crs bas bean indulged in by hearers. Much derasîva
pity hb been e.xpentied on the saine cass b>' their
(etlow mictisters. And now It is beang gravel>' dis-
tussed in Ctaurch Cu.. In Scotînt, What ta "ldo

tih"inefficient tî..ïaisters? If there are anefficient
mien in oui ChUrLh, the leading authorities ai the
Churcb are ta biame. No mana tan become a minis-
ter of tht presbyterian Cburch without being aid-
raitted b> a l'iasbytery , and if an>' Presbytery bas
idatted an" ineffi.liefli thera let us an imitation af
the Englih Pour Law, return him ta that Presbyter>',
and ;nsst an it pro%, îding for hlm as the an!>' atonte-
mient it tan make for the terrible wrong it bas in-
flit ted on thc Cburch. Tht Cburch bas induced himn
ta give up bis youth ta study. The Chtirch bas irn-
duceti humt ta spend large sutrs and long years in
flttisig hinseif far ber service. And the Church
points tht finger of scarn at tht minister not worm out
in ber service 'aho quits il. Therefora the Churca
is bounad ta provide suitabie work for the Master ta
an>' mani she taites the respansibilit>' cf licensing, that
be inay honesîl> and honourabl>' an ba living. But
arc there any inefficient men in aur mnistry ? I would
1-ke ta have this questionanswared by any ont ivho wiil
state pla:nl> tht. .qalitias or ivant of qualitats which
nake up tht I "irefliciency." I an fre ta sa>' afier
an caperience of fort> years andi an acquainiance wiîh
a ver>' large number af min'sters -yaung, caai, sanart,
s!oiv;, sîrang anti weak - that I have not met with
anc n ho ivas Làrflt for doing out Lard goond serice.
Some, no doubt, are "round pins in square hales,")
but ibat is tht fault cf tht Cburch. NVIII an>' Pres-
'b)-teriaa say that oui m*inisters are worst than thcse

Mf the E:p*scopal as Methodist Churchas? Yct ihese
Ch urches bave na ilinefficient " mcn anti no vacant

cinrtgiics.Out vveak., slow, cumrbrous and, be-
cause ot ils consequences, wicked systeat of weary
ct'.!;ng and p!acing ministers ib tesponsible for ait aur
idle nin"sters, vau.ant congregations, anti tht danse.
,,àît slo% progress of oui lovtd and Chris:-gloxhylng
Pîtsb>'terian Churcb. D. G.

TuE PROCESS OF CALLS.

14R EDITOki,-It dotes scau qutar ina THz CAN-
ADA PRESBYTERIAN ta tell the Methodists, as it diti
laid>', that the practice cf requiring cogngre j-ations ta
cal! thear awn iuasters is tht weakast and poarest
part af tht Preshyterian systean: Tht process cf cal
by congregataons is ana oft the miost excellent parts
ai aur cburcb lite. Who wants ta setil manisters
wit.hùut the dalaberate andi active concurrence of tht
CVh* btian peuple? Is l is, the. tama- cf da-y tu-bc
rravng afier the rejccted system. of patronage, either
lay or ciericai ? Tht Church mav finti difficuiîy ini
devising a perfect methoti cf distribution, sure ta
gava equal opportunitias ta ail cigable preachers andi
tu at caongregatans on the oulionit for mnisters,;
bat cien ç.th the partial ccnfusion whicb abiains at.
p.resetat, substantial justice cao easil>' bc dont tai tht
rights rif aIL Wot .varth tht day wben wa cease».ta
recomnenti tht principies of Prasbyterian orderanti
pravalega an thc vital miatar of ste peaplc's caill

373Jukt ôih,


