NATURAL HISTORY.

TIUE ASS.

The domestic ass, supposed to be derived from the wild
Hymar of the desert and the horse of Asia, enter at a re-
mate period into the circlz of human cconomic establish-
ments. ‘The first mentioned, as might be expected, resided
in the same regions where the dawn of civilization commen.
ced, and gifted with inferior powers of resistance, is pre-
sumed to hiave been subjugated several ages before the se.
cond, because we fiud it repeatedly indicated in the Penta-
teuch before the horse is noticed, such as in the sacrifice of
Abeabam; in his visit to Egypt, where he received presents
of Abimelech; and in the spoils of Shechem, where Asses
arz numbered with other cattle, but the horse is not men-
tioned. Yet that noble animal, by nature provided by greater
physical capabilities, with more intelligence, and more in-
stinctive tendencies for adaptiug his existence to the circum-
stances of domestication in every region, is in bis servitude
grown larger, more adovned, more acute, und more educa-

tional than in a state of natuve; while the assin similar cir-:

cumstances, has degenerated from his pristine character be-
coming, even in the greater part of Persia, smaller in sta-§
ture, less fleet, less intelligent, and by his owa impulses less
the assaciate of man. When the horse, from thorough do-

mesticity, is again cast upon his vwn resources, he resumes

his original independence, provides for his own safety and

that of the herd under his care, without altogether losing

bisacquired sdvantages; the ass, onthe contrary, although

never a spontancous associate in his domestication,is vowhere

known to have agait hecame wild, or te have sought his

freedom with a spirit of persevering vigilance; and in zases

where by accident he has found himself in frecdot, he has

made no energetic efforts to retain it, nor recover qualities

that restore him to the filiation of the Hymar or the Kulan.

When emancipated, he becomes, without effort, the prey of
the lion, the tiger, the hyzena, or the wolf, and in America

he bad been known to succumb under the beuk of a condor.

It is evident that the difference in the relative conditions of
the two species, is, with regard to the ass, not entirely refe-

rable to human reglect and want of kindness, but in part, at

least, wust be ascribed to inferior sensibility and weaker in-

tellectual power, both being alike evinced by the hardiness
of his hide,by his satisfaction with coarser foud, and iiis pas.
sive stubbornness.

THE COURAGE, MEMORY, AND AFFECTIONS OF THE HORSE.

dtis asserted that horses with a broad after-head and the
ears far asunder arc naturally bolder than those whose head
i narrow aliove the fore-lock some are certainly more daving
by nature than others, and judicious training in most cases
makes them sufficiently staunch, Some, habituated to war,
will drop their head, pick at grass in the midst of fire, smoke,
and the roar of cannon ; others never entirely cast off their
natural timidity. We have witnessed them groaning, or
endeavouriny to lie down when they found escape impossi-
ble, at the fearful souny; of shot, sharnnel-shells, and rockets:
and it is most painful to witness their look of terror in bat.
tle; and groans upon being wounded. Vet many of the
terrified animals, when let loose at a chiarge, dash forward in
a kind of -desperation that makes it difficult to hold hem

Anhiend ; and we recollect at acharge, in 1794, when the;
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the French were wretchedly mounted, & party of British
bursting through a hostile squadron as they would have
passed through a fence of sushes. '
Horses have a very good meniory 3 in the darkest nights
they will find their way homeward, if they have but once
passed over the same road.  ‘They remember kind treatment,
as was manifest in a charger that had been two years our
own ; this animal had been left with the army, and was
brought back and suld in Lendon 5 about thsee years after
we chunced to travel up to town, and at a relay, getting out
of the mail, the off whee! horse attracted our attention, and
upon going near to examine it with more care, we found the
animal recognizing its former master, and testifying satis.
faction By, rubbing its head against our clothes, and making
every moment a little stamp witis the fore feet, till the coach.
man asked if the horse was not an acquaintance. We re.
member a beautiful and most powerful charger belonging to
a friend, then a captain in the 14th dragoons, bought by him
in Ireland at a comparative low price, on account of an im.
polous viciousness, which had cost the life of one or two
grooms: the captain was a kind of Centaur rider, not to

J be flung by the most violent cfforts, and of a temper for

gentleness that would effect a cure, if vice were curable:
after some very dangerous combats with his horse, the ani
mal was subducd, and it so attachied, that hizs mas.
ter could walk anywhere with kim following like a dog, and
even ladies mount him with perfect safety. He rode him
during scveral campaigos in  Spain, and on one occasion
where, in action, horse and rider came headlong to the
ground, the animal making an effort to spring up, placed
his forefoot on the captain's breast, but immediately with,
drawing it, rose without hurting him, or moving, until he
was remounted. When we saw him he was already old
buthis gentleness remained perfectly unaltered ; yet hit
powers were such, that we witnessed his leaping across s
hollow road from bank to bank, a cartway being beneath,
and leaping back without apparent effort.
DURATION OF A HORSE'S LIFE,

The life of horses extends natu.ully from twerty-five to
thirty years; cases have occurred of individuals attainiog
the age of more than forty ; and in countries where they an
not tasked by constant over exertion, the period of existence
is usually between nineteen and twenty-one. But in Eng
land the destruction of these noble animals is excessive : th
value of time with a commercial people, incessantly urgs,
into activity both mental and corporeal, has demanded rapi
dity of communication, and spread = : universal taste fi
going fast; the fine roads have permitted horses to be sl
jected to more than they can draw; betting, racing
hunting are pursued by persons whose animals are not
structed for such exertions, and violent usage in gr
stable-boys, and farm.servants is so common, that few r
the age of fifteen years, and all are old at ten.
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