
STHE ONTARIO FARMER.

Swallows Homeward Fly;" "Larboard Watteh;,"
"iCharity." Ettch of iliese eosts onlyjîva cen1i, snd
wve cannot sec why they arc not as legibly and
nicely printed as the sheets that cost from tiweaty-
five to fifty cents ecd. Mr. Hitchcock deserves
much praîse and ivide patronage for thus cheapen-
ing down and popularizing cloice music, thius bring-
iiig wi thin the reacli of th-. many ivhat lias lîcreto-
fore been accessible, froni its costliness, only to flhe
few.

Mr. T. J. Day, of Guelph, bas laid on Our table:
Tnz HANDY Iloitu flooK.-Tlhis is an Englishi

publication, consist.ing of practical instructions in
driving: riding, and tic general cave and managè-
ment of horses, by a cavalry officer. It is a very
useful comipound. Sent by mail, post-paid, for oee
dollar.

LoIiDo, Socmr.-S3.50 per Ï11n11111, post-puiid.
Tns SVNDAY AT HEo3rE.-S2.0O a year.
TuE SVNDAY MÂGAZINE.-S2.OO a; year.
Tim LEisuRtE Houat.-2.OO a year.
TiUE FAMILY HlEIALD.-$2.OO a year.

Vie 4alnt.
THE -USE 0F SALT IN AGRICULTURE.

It is stili a inuch-debated question whlether corn-
mon sait is of any value as a fertilizer. Great naines
have lent their authority to 1.the opinion that, it is
useful, but as yet no proof derived fromn actual ex-
periment, lias given absolute demonstration of its
utility except in the garden as a dressing for aspara-
gus-bed. The luxuriant growth of inarslimendow
grass lias often been quoted as proof positive that
sait water is beneficial in its effects, but no signal
resuits have ever been achieved so far as w.e hnow
by applying sait to upland rneadows. There have
been cases in which grass lias been L-illed outriglit,
instead of being benefitted by thîs kind of treat-
ment; and altogether it iwould seern probable that
grass marsiies yield large crops of hay more in spite
of the sea water inuadations, thlan as the dircct
result of them. Analysis of sait marsi bay shows
the presence of potash in full quantity, but very
littie soda. It is iikely, tiierefore, hrat other con-
d itions and deposits account foir the fertility of these
rnarshes, and that sait lias nothing to do iwith it, or
if it lias, there is a combined action along with
sorte other element or agent not yet detectcd.
Actual experiment lias shown that sait is injurious
to iome plants-the sugar beet for exampie. 0f
course this does not prove that it is injurious to all
plants, by any means, but it heiglitens the necessity
for proof of utility before expense and trouble are
gone to ia supplying the soul with a supposed
fertilizer, which znay after ail be of little or no real
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value. The principle on which manures aye ap-
plied to land,'is tint of restoring the constituents
removed by crops. Inasmucli as plants consume
ittie or no soda, and the trifiing proportion they
require is probably supplied in indirect ways, tîjere
would seem to be littie use in the direct application
of sait. WVc perceive by some- of our exehanges
tIant Professor Gossnian, of the Massachusetts
Agricultural Coilege, lias recently publishied a
lecture on this subjcct. The lecture itself we hanve
not seen, but quite concur in the coneluding remarhi
which ive find quoted by a contemporary :-11 The
safest nnd clîeapest way of supplying sait te your
farni lands, if at ail desirable, is to fccd it to your
live stock, for natural channels of distribution are
aliyays the best."

ON THE ]3ENEFIT 0F PLASTER TO THE SOIL.

To (the Editor of thie O.,;TÀxuo rAi IEn.

Sîn,-As the time is now fast approuching for the
Farmers to secure a supply of plaster (gypsum> for
lus land) I have taken up my pen with a view of
settiuig forth, to some extent, its real nierits and
value, not only as 1 have found it, but as otheris
have aiso found it, as wveil as the crude opinion of
some few who have nover used it at ail, yet wlio are*
bold enougli to pass sentence upon it as being next
to utbelcss and wortliless-for sucli, however, I can
of course entertain ne other feelings than those of
pity and sorrowv; and wlien you have icard wliat
some of thein h~ave advanced on thiesubjeet, you
will not wonder at tliose feelings, It is not, how-
ever, my purpose here to condenin, but te encourage
those unbel.*.vers by statements that znay be relied
on as to its efficacy, whieh I shahl now relate as
liaving corne îînder niy own immediate supervisian,
and aftet hiaving pointed out the enormous annual
loss the farînîng community, coiicctiveiy and
individually, have sustaîned, it will lie for theni to
choose and try tint which I shiah liere advance, or
for thera te persevere in their own prejudiced and
rprofitlcss course, confirnxed as it lias been by years
of non-experience and ignorance eombined.

I w~ill now treat your tender, Mrt. Editor, to an
interview 1 once had with a farmer (and no nucan
one cither in is own estimation) who resided in
my neighbourlîood rnany years before I arrived here,
showing yon bis idea of the value of plaster to bis
erops. In the first place, howvever, I ivill say that
I found ail lis crope very deficient indeed, lais Herds
and Flock-s poor in the extrerne, bis land, if possible
poorer stili, and huxnseif poorer than ail, and lis
fonces and buildings on a par with every thing else
around him, and whcn I found liii, on that visit,
carrying bis hay far from, half a erop, and asked.
hlm why lie did not use piaster, bis answer iras to
me, at Ieo.t a vrey novel one, ccbecause it tenders
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