
ROUGE ET NOIR. '

ling with animation, zis saIllies of wit and îvrathfül de-
nunciations follow each other in quick succession froni
that muchly-used aperture betwveen their jet-black muu-
staches and short, pointed goatees. Hov strange it
sems to think that only yesterday we were jostling the
portly frame of stolid, matter-of-fact Johin Bull, with his
easy and good-natured, but quiet and fixed air of self-
importance, dignity and doggedness.

Mien, on ail sides, we se lofty, handsome edifices,
frequently adorned wvith carving and sculpiure, and pos-
sessing a fresb, cheerful look, the very counterpart of
that foggy, undefined shiade which hangs about the sub-
stantial but smo<e begrirned buildings of London.

But tiiere arc other, and perhaps more striking, con-
trasts than these. Airer thosc narrow, irregular, and
ofteni dingy, London streets, what a relief it is to look,
down the broad, roomy thoroughfares of Paris, so taste-
fully and systematically laid out!1

You feel this especially %when standing in one of the
great Places, wvhicb, by the xvay, iorm a leading feature
in the plan of Paris. They are large, open spaces, in
différent parts of the city, from which, in many cases,
streets radiate in a11 directions. The Place de /2Etoile is
the chief instance of this. lIn its centre tawers the
iargest triumphal arch erected in modern tuecs, the great
'<Arc de Triomjplie," 152 feet high and 138 feet wide,
ivith its elaborate carving, cammemanrating Napoleon's
campaign in Russia. The Place is circular, and from it
diverge no less than tivel'e beautiful tree-lined avenues
each affording a long and pleasing vista, terminating in
somne other Place, wvhence avenues again diverge,,. Stand in
front of the great Arc, and the eye sweeps down the broad
.Are.uie des CIuilps .Elysees, with its four rows of trees,
until a distant glimpse is obtained through the foliage
of the lofty obclisk ivhich stands in the centre of the
.Place de la Coizcorde. As ive approach the latter ive
begin ta sec thc gardens of the Tuilleries extending
before us, and, further on still, another Napoleonic tri-
umiplal arch, aderning the square almost enclosed by
the magnificent range of buildings wbich form the: Louvre.
Wc have now reached the river, near the point whcre it
separates to, forni the le de la Cite. Walking along the
quai, or esplanade for a short distance, wc cross over
to the island by anc of those many beautiful bridges
,which span the Scine, and find oursclves under the high
'walîs of tdx. ?Pa1ais de Yustice, in the Riverside dungeans
of wvhich niany notable prisoners have 1--en confined.
Entering the great hall wve flnd it crowded wvith lawyers
in gowns, bands, and square blackc bats, tithcr walking
about, or standing in groups .%aiting for lheir cases to
corne on. These are becard in the adjoining chambers
before judges, behind îvhose scats bang crucifixes. We
might rejoice at this sight as signifying a fltting recogni-
tion of religion b>' the State, did wc not know (at least as
far as our observation goes) that thîs recognition is of
tbe niost hollowv and wortbless description, implying littlc
or no direct rcligious influence on any department o!

public affaîrs. Close by the Law Courts stands the
architectural gem of Paris, one of the niost beautiful
churches in the wvorld. After a short pause in the
crypt wve asccnd a spiral staircase, and reel almost over-
whelmed with wvonderzncnt, and admiration, as the mar-
vcllous splendors of La Sainte Chapelle arc suddenly
unfoldcd to our gaze. At fi rst we ascribe the inexpressible
cmotions wvhich seize us cntirely to the rich, gorgeous
colors of the windows, îvhich are so %vonderfully blended
that, bright as thcy are, thcy rathcr rest than dazzle the
eye ; but gradually wc becomne sensible of the magic
charm of the quiet and graceful elegance of the siender
columns and pointed arches, and of the barmony be-
ttveen the co!ouring of the windows and of the walls.
We linger as long as possible in a spot enchanted by
the spelîs of almost perfected art, and even after taking
an unwilling departure, rcturn to obtain onc more
glimpse of artificial beauty, which we feel instinctively,
we shall neyer, in this world, sec equalled.

The sacred relics (supposed pieces of the cross and
of the crowvn of tharns), as a shriiue for wvhich St. Louis
intended the chapel, are now deposited in the Cathedral
of Notre Dame. This huge edifice, though considcred
by good judges (we refer to the guide-book compilers),
ta be even superior in point of architecture to the
Sainte Chapelle, we cannot admire as wc should. The
îvhole effect strikes us as heavy, dark and gloomy, and
quite fails to awaken -in us that peaceful and happy
feeling of solemnity, îvhich many English Cathedrais
inspire, and it is îvith a feeling of relief that we find
ourselves once more under the wvarm sun and bright,
blue sky.

The fashionable church of Paris is that beautiful
imitation of a Greek, Temple, the Mladelei, which
faces (in the distance) the Place de la Concorde.

Mre must flot, however, tarry longer in thc churches
or Paris, beautiful as they are; and indeed wve almost
feel that, in taking a passing glance at two or tbre
buildings of a differtant nature, we are imposing a severe
strain on the patience of the indulgent reader. But wve
cannet leave Paris witho>ot a short visit ta the Bourse.
]3cfore we reach the building (which is a heavy-looking
specimen of Grecian design) we hear a loud murmur-
but once inside, oh, what a tumultuous noise!1 Stand
in the gallery and look, down on the busy scene. The
great hall is filled wi-tlà a tbrong af excited nmen, talking,
wrangling and gesticulating in the niost violent :and
alarming fashion. In the centre a circular space is
railed off, around which the more privi!e,.e;d stock-brokers
stand, closely presscd by a crowd equally ardent and
demonstrative. Lok-ing doîvn on this circle we can
hardly catch a glimpse af the pavement below, sa com-
plctcly is the vicw obscured by higb bats, flushed faces,
straincd nccks and waving arms, with as much more of
the body as the cager competitors can stretch over the
railing in their intens,. vocal and muscular endeavours to
raise or lowver the price of stocks. To avoid a head-
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