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the falling of the mercury wvas owving f0 the wveighit of the atmios-
pliera it obtained the name of weatlîer glass, and î>y ibis name it
is stili sometimes known even at the present day.

Tita barometer of Torricelli is the one %vhich is gencrally
used, and, althougli since its invention %ve have had varlous im-
provements, some on a small an(1 others on a large seale, stili this
one is the niost accurate, as tha natural simplicity of its construc-
tion must defy aIl improvement.

This instrument being now the most common, and tha chief one
in use, 1 shall try and explain if aigfragiete annexed
%vood-cut :

A B3 represents a tube of glass of an inéh in dia-
ti mater, and 31 inches in length, hiermetically sealed at

H G the point A. The tube AB, being then filled with mer-
1< cury, is invarted in the basin C D. Tite marcury then

rails to G H, 28 inches, and the highest it reaches is 3 1
inches. Frora the surface of the quicksilver, C IF, 28
inches must nov be mensured on the tube A B. Thiswiili
reach, to the point X, whiclî is generally marked stormy.
In likçe inanner, the highest part of the scale of varia-
tion, 1, is placed 31 inches aboya E P?, and is marked

I vary dry, and applies to*tha rwummer season, and on the
j F other sida to hard frost for thje îvirtar. The next haîf

inch below is marked set. fair on oae aide, and set. frost
on the other. At 30 inches (rom C P it is marked fair

on one sida, and &iost on the other ; hiatian inch below tbis, the
word changeable is markied, which, answers for both summer and
wintor. At "0% ramn on oaa sida, and snow on the other ; 28a',
much rain, or aîuch snowv, and each division, for conveaience salie,
is subdivided into tan parts. 1 shall noi giva a faw ganeral prin-
ciples in relation to prognosticating the iveather by this useful in-
strument, aad, in doing so, shahll makce use of Dr. Haller's rulles :

In l calm. weather, when il is iaclined to rain the mercury is
cartainly lotv.

2. In good iveather, high.
3. In great winds it sinks vary low; in fact, the iowest of al,5

thougli there ha no rain.
4. The greatast lieights of the mercury are found with enst-

erly winds.


