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@The FJournul of Qgriculture for obu Scotin,

Much good aud Iastiug work can bo
done in agrienltural education Ly the
farmers’ institutes, winter meetings, &c.,
of which oxcellent illustrations may bo
found in  Connecticnt, Massachusetts,
Michigau, and other states.  ut at
their Dest the Jectures and discussions
reach only a small portion of the farming
population, aud that the most educated ;
indirectly the boys and givls are iudlu-
eticed, but there is compamtively little
that their young minds can grasp. These
gatherings are for grown people, and as
sucli are to bo greatiy encouraged.

‘Foo much stress cannot be laid uwpon
the cducational worlk that can be done for
the young by the varions state and county
fairs, and other agricultural exhibitions,

There ave strong advocates for a wider
and  Detter knowledge of agriculture
through the medium of the common
schools.  Doubtless it we had the teach-
ers which such a claim pre-supposes,
much might be done. There is very little
agriculture that can well veplaco any part
of the school iustruction ot the average
scholar in thé common schools. The
claims of reading, writing, spelling and
arithmetic—~the fundamentals of 2l edu-
cation—-come Jdrst, Give the masses the
foundation priuciples of education, and
upon them let exch person buiid his or
her technical education. The common
schools, as the name implics, ave for all,
irrespective of futuro occupation, and
should give the best possible education
common to all, ‘This leaves but very
little room for agriculture, mechanics, or,
iu fact, any of the arts,

‘There ave schools that are established
especially to fiwpart & knowledwe of agri-
culture ; they are doing a good work, and
their influence is widely felt, but it does
not seem that they are divectly for the
masses. Where one young man graduates
from an agricultural college, a thousand
oth rs never ses the inside of its walls.
Many boys do not go to coliege becanse
they cannot; others because they have
not been raised to that state of mind to
appreciate the stores of knowledge that
are within their reach. Even the sucess
of the institutions for the higher agricul-
tural edueation of the people depemds
upou the more thorough knowledge of
agriculture smong the masses.

The agricultural press is doing much
for the elevation of the fivming class, en-
abling the farmer to become a wiser man,
and therefore better able to till his soil
intelligently, There is vastly more than
can be done in this branch of the means
and methods of agricultural advaucement.
It seems as if tnere is a ticld here that is
yet but imperfectly tilled; vich ground
that has been but little worked.

In the very blaze of the burning fact
that the children are eager to learn, yes,
even gasping after kuowledge when that

proper shape, let the writer ask this ques-
tiou: HHow many of tho professors in our
agricultuval colleges write for the boyn
and girls? 1s it heeauso the boys aud
givls cannot be interested in the princi-
ples and facts taught in the scliool-room,
and exemplified in the ginin fields and
the dairy 7 Cannot the Youths' Dopart-
went of every agricultural paper be tande
& very potent portion of the journal, by
filling it with plain and  simple muatters
of tarm life in such a way that every
child who reads will ba interested?
With but slight experience in agricultural
Journalism, the fact scems clear tu the
writer that the children ave eager to vead
on almost any subject, provided the
thoughts are clothed in simple language,
If the way is mado easy the farmer’s Loy
and girl will follow.  Children respond
very freely when any proper attention is
paid to their inquisitive natures. Ile who
can answer a child’s question in a simple,
childlike way, is always held in Ingh es-
teem by the youth, and it may bo said,
will never lack for questions for them to
answer. liocan tell them of many in-
tevesting and wouderful things, znd these
are just the ones about which the children
arc anxious to know.

The child's paper, or  Children’s Cor-
ner,” comes next to such a friend when it
treats of simple subjects in a clear and
simple way, the writer remembering how
blindly he or sho saw things when a chiild,
and endeavoring to make the same sub-
jeets appear clear to the young readers.
The % Youths’ Department” can do more
than simply instruct. By a system of
seed distribution, prizes for the best crops
raised, and in many other ways,an inter-
est, and enthusiasm even, can be raised
that will go far towards removing any
tendeucy that may exist for the boy to
leave the guiet of farm life for the bustle
and stiv of the city.

If we are 1o have a truly cducated
farming class, that edueation must begin
early in life; and there seems to be no
wmore satisfuctory way of reaching the
children than through the * Youths’
Department” of the' fariny and hounsehold
Journals. With these papers abounding
in interesting and instructive matter, the
thousauds of farmers’ boys and givls may
at their firesides, olftentimes with their
parents as readers, store their minds with
knowledge that will make them love the
farm and dignify the calling of the tarme, .

Then, notwithstanding the great value
of all agricultural meetings, with their
lectures and discussions and private taiks,
the various fairs and exhibitions, and the
colleges and common schools, we at Jast
come back to the home on the farm, aud
there find che place for a great educa-
tioual work by means ot the Children's
Department of the family papers, a de-
partment which deals with farm life,

knowledge is placed before them in th: | farm scienco, and farm art, in fact, farm

work, in a way that every child whom
the parents are auxious to hrve come
into possession of all that they have
acquited in knowledge ov cstate, will
gludly read, aud wdd to the inkeritanco us
much as within it lies,

I cannot close this byief paper without
appealing to nll writers on agriculturo to
look more to the young mind, that, in the
receptive and plastic state, is so eager to
bo instracted, though sadly lacking tho
educational food and wmental traiving
which will help it all along the pathway
of life. As you love your children, and
tench them the simple truths of nature
and of right living, think of the tens of
thousands not so favorably circumstauced
by parentage, and reach out the Land to
help them through the Juvenile Agricul-
tural Jowrnal, )

Do not farmers’ boys aud girls deservo
more than they get in their newspaper
reading? I hope, B, President, this
topic is worthy of the consideration of the
Society that is organized for the Promo-
tion of Agricultural Science. I ouly
wisl I could suggest it in a more forcible
und  satisfactory manner, — From the
Journal af the Anserican Agricultural
Assvctation.

NORTII-WEST NOTES.

As I suppose the mind’s ¢yo of many
readers of the Agricullural Gazette, per-
sonally interested in information relative
to the North-West “Lerritories of the
Dominion of Canada, is now turned to-
wards that hitherto “ Gueat Lone Land”
once ruled by the Iludson’s Bay Cow-
pany, a few notes relative to agricultural
prospects in geneml throughout that vast
domain, will very possibly prove inter-
esting and perhaps instructive,

Lmigrants from the older provinces are
already pouring into it, cspecially from
Ontario; in fact, it has almost become a
standing joke to ask a persen whether he
has yet taken the ¢ Winnipeg fever.”
Some will doubtiess be successful ; it is
to be hoped many ; but the press, where
nob swayed by pelitical animus, hesitates
nob to assert that “all is not gold that
glitters,” cven in the North-West, as vead
the following :—* .\ correspondent of the
St Jolm Globe warns intending emigrants
to bring tents with them, or abundance
cf money to pay the exorbitant charges
Jevied- on strangers” This advice was
given a month or more since present
date (March 41), when othe1 advices state
that thousands of immigrants are snow-
blocked in Winnipeg, and shifting as
best they can in tents and extemporised
shanties, with the thermometer wher
Lnglishmen never (at home) see it, and
the cost of living only comparable with
that of a besieged city.,

It is also more than ever necessary for
immigrants to keep their cyes ¢ skinned ;"
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