12

The Journal of Jgriculture for Nova Srotia,

VETERINARY SURGERY.

In this country, where Veterinary Sur-
geons eannot  readily be obtained 1o give
advice regarding diseased and injured ani-
mals, it is necessary that the farmer should
recognize the more ordinary disenses of
the domestic animals under his charge, so
as to be able to apply the necessary re-
medies. It is proposed, therefore, to give
oceastonal articles on the varions maladies
and injuries to which our neat stock,
horses, sheep, pigs, dogs, fowls, &e., are
liable.  On the present oceasion, the fol-
Jowing cases are selected from au able
Report of the Edinburgh Veterinary Col-
lege, published in the Highland Soviety’s
Journal, irom the pen of the veteran Vetes
rinarian, Professor Dick

BROKEN RNE

25 3N BORSES,

The great majorsty of these oceurred in
cab-hurses, and can readily be aceounted for
as follows :—During the stmmer months the
perivdical mtinx of strangers visiting our city
takes places these commonly are must ana-
1ous to hasband thewr e to the best advan-
tage, amd o see i asshort @ period as pusi-
ble the variel romantic beanties, for the pos-
session of whiclh Edinburgh has been long and
dusersedly known.  For this purpose acab
is engaged, and the poor harse, with a heavy
load, not unt'mqucm‘y amounting to as many
as five grownsap {)coplc in addition to the
driver, is driven about for a protracted pe-
viod.  The poor tired animal, when ascend-
ing the steep streets with which the ity
abounds, and in consequence of the slippery
s1at. of the canseway, oceasioned in a great
measure by the late wet season, slips” and
comes down upen its knees.  The result of
this is an abrasion or laceration of the skin,
in many caes the cuts being 0 severe as to
penetrate and lay open the joinmt.  The
treatment to be adopted $n suely cases de-

vends i a great measure on the extent of the
mjury.  In the fisst place, it iz absolutely ne-
cessary to remve carcfully any dirt which
may be adbering to the part. This is best
done by the application of & poultice. In
case of simple abrason ar laceration, with-
ont penctration mto the joing, all that is re-
quired is rest, with a dose of kaxative or pur-
gative medicine 3 the application of cald
water or white lotion being the best loeal
remedy.  Afler the past has been properly
cleaused, should synavia be found making its
eseape, then we conclude the wound has pe-
netrated either into the joint or into the
sheath of the large tendon which passes over
the front of the knve: the injury then is of
a more serious nature, and the treatment
much more difficult. I the wound in the
Joint be small, wath very lit!de synovia esea-
ping, the borses head showld b tied up, so
as to prevent him walking about ; but ifvery
extensive, then [ would have lim placed in
slings.  In cither case, cold-water cloths
should be applied 10 the part. Should these
not have the desired effect in stopping the
tlow of synovia, then recourse wust be had
to some styptie, of which I nrefer new.slaked
fime, flour (to which is added a sulphate of
copper), or the tincture of myreh and alocs.
In some cases the actual cautery to the part
will be found beneficial, at the same time

giving the animal a dose of lasative wmedi-
vine.  Should febrile svmptoms mahe their
appearance, then T would advise the adnunn-
istrativn of salipetre or other febrifuge.

COLIC O GRIPES IN HORSES.

During the quarter ending 30th June, it
appears that upwards of’ 60 cases, depending
cither directly or indireetly upon derange-
ment of the digestive ureans, have come uu-
dee teeatwent in the Fdisburh Vetevinary
College, of which number not fewer than 41
were cases of colie or geipes.  “T'he great ma-
Jorty of these occenrred amongst farm and
draught horses. Colie is well known to be

lavity @ feeding and accompanying wisman-
sgrenvent s and that it should be tonad to pre-
sail to sueh an eatent amonyg our work hor-
sex indieates, in oy apinion, a want of super
intendence and attention, as well as m-;:'lcct
of duty, by no meauns creditable to those in-
trusted  with their charge.  ‘That careless.
ness, or wismavagement, or both combined,
i3 the ebief canse of thus disorder, iz wo lo
a watter of doubt, Lut, on the contrar
well known, and very generalty acknowled-
ged. ke, for instance, the case of a firm
wrse.  How common an ocenrrence it is to
find this clas of horses attacked with colic
on a Mounday 3 in fact, how rarely do we find
them attacked with it, excepting on a Mon-
days amd why? The explanation is very
simple.  Sunday being a day of rest, the
horse s confined to the stable daring the
whole day from Saturday night to Mondny
morning, 3 period of about 36 honrs.  The
driver, partly through mistaken kinduess and
partly to save himself labour, keeps the yack
till, and the animal’s whole occupation is to
empty ity and cramming into kis stomach
food beyond satiety, he greatly overfeeds
himself. Asa consequence, on Monday when
put to work, his bowels, overburdened with a
quantity of” crade and halfdigested conddi-

cous membrane lining them becowes hiritas
ted, and the natural resalt is vielent contrac-
e tions ol the muscular coat, producing the too
well-known spasmodic pains.  The natural
process of digestion being thus arrested, the
| teod nudergoes & process of fermentation ;
{ gas i evolved, and we have disteusion.
yuestion next arises, Iow is the invrease of
i suels caces dnﬁng the spring and early sum-
mer months to be accounted for? It may be
thus solved.  During winter, cart and farm
horses are fed chicfly on hay and straw, or
dry chopped foud; but these articles of food
in the Iater end of spring and beginning of
sumner becoming scarce, theiruse issabstity-
ted by sucenlent grasses. Now nothing tends
o much to cause indigestion and consequent
colir, as a sudden change of food to which the
stomach has not been accustomed, more par-
ticularly when the change is from a dey one
to one of asoft juicy nature ;. the Iatter being
wore palatable, the animal cats rapidly ane
ravenowsly, and thus overloads his stomach
and bowels,  Much hias been said amld writ-
ten about the treatment of colie, and many
{:l:ms of treatment have been recomimnended
ut in my practice § have found nothing bet-
ter than the adnunistration of a draught com-
l posed of Jinseed oil, landanum, and some
stimulant.  And as regands stimalants, 1 find
that the best are those which are generally
at hand, or most readily procurcd—viz., tur-
pentine, whisky, or ether. <1 certainly pre-

went, kave their functions arrested, the mu- |
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for, and almost invariably use, turpentine,
simply beeanse it is the cheapest, and 1 find
1t answers all the purposes required.  In ade
ditton to the draught, I always follow up its
admim=tration with repeated glysters of warm
water and soap, aml where there is evident
constipatiun, a does of alves. T think it gen-
crally advisable to give a laxative, to prevent
any tendeney the opiwn might have to brivg
on constipation  In adddition to medivine and
alvsters, ll:\ml-rubhinfv the abdomen will be
advantapeons, with slow walking-exercise at
intervab.®  In many cases, more especially
those of simple flatulent colie, 1 bave found
that exercise was all that was unecessary to

! h - 0 A polieve the animal.  As a preventive of calic,
disorder aluost entirely occasioned by ircegu-

I wonld strongly urge upon horse-owners the
necessity of regular feeding, and during Sune
days, or other rest days, a decrease instead of
an increase in the quantity. 1 woulil also
sugzgeest, during these days, an honr or two's
wentle exercise during the mididle of the day,
or the turning owt of the aniwals for a short

t time into o comement paddock or park,

where there is Httle grass,

*In bad caces T have found great benefits resulte
ing teom the repeated application of Lot water or
stanubatits v the surtaces.

REMARKS OX BREEDING DAIRY
STOCK.

We condense from a recent number
of the Albuny Country Gentleman, the
following suggestivearticle on the Breed-
ing of Duiry Stock, which is worthy of
attentive perusal by the farmers of Nova
Scotin. 1t is from the pen of Mr. .
Lee, who had charge of the Agricultural
Department at Washington some years
ago —

« Statements made at a mecting of dairy-
men in Rochester, held during the late State
Fair, lead me to offer a few suggestions on
the breeding of dairy stock for the consideras
tion of your readers. It was stated on the
occusion referred to, that there are small
dairies in Herkimer county, or one at least,
which yield an average of over 800 pounds
of cheese to the cow in a year. 1If there
was any way by whivh cheese could be adul-
terated, and ts weight Jargely augmented,
and yet pass for a good article, I should sus-
pect something of the kind where cows are
said to turn ont over cight kundred pounds of
cheese cach in twelve conseentive months.—
Assunin this statesent to be near the truth
what would be the gzain if all cows in the
United States shoukd have their mitking
qualitics developed in the same degree, and
be able to transfer them to their offspring in
all afier time ¥

It was to bring the public mind tothe calm
and abiding consideration of suggestions of
this chararter that led me to get the census
returns of 1350, relating to neat cattle, so
arranged as 10 show in one column all the
“ mileh cows;” in another, all the * working
oxen ™ and in a third, all the * other cattle.”
It may well be supposed that T desired every
farmer or other person to state the number
of milch cowshe owned or kept for a pur
pose, aud they have accommudated me by
returning 6,685,094 in 1350, and 8,728,862
in 1860.  The close study of these bovine
mothers, whose inherent milk-forming pow-
crs have no rivals awoung all the mammalia,



