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1t will be my aim in what I am about
to say, to show that the Christian reli-
gion makes special claims upon youth ;
beeause manly strength is the ideal of
vouth, and Christianity is essentially o
strong thing. Now this Is not the
opinion of many young men; indeed,
they frankly tell us that they are not
religionr because religion is a4 sign of
weakness 3 they hold aloof from Chris-
tian Associations beeause the members
thercof are supposed by them 1o be lack-
ing in truc manliness, and that as the
result of their profession of Christianity.
And much of the religion—so-called—
which is cwrrent, goes to justify this
prejudice. Mawkish  sentimentality is
abroad in the land, the self-constituted
representative of religion; and high-
minded and generous-hearted youths
have heen turned against all religion by
such sickly pietism. ‘They have received
the impression that Christianity, how-
ever suitable for effeminate natures, and
for folk who arc dying, is too weak
thing 1o find any place in the pro-
gramme of vigorcus youth ; that it may
appeal to the fears of the timid or to
the feebleness of age, but has nothing in
it which can lay any claim to the
strength of carly manhood. Now, it is
possible that Christian people are large-
1¥ responsible for this erroncous impres-
sion. 1f religion is regarded by young
men as A sign of weakness, the guilt lies
at the door of every minister of the Gos-
pel who appeals mainly to the motive of
fcar in his preaching, of every member
of the church who is not honest or truc
to his profession, of ¢very society which
teaches that abstinence from any of

God’s gifts is a higher Christian virtuc
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than temperance instead of an expedient
for those natures which are {oo weak
for self-control ; especially does the
blame rest on the effeminate youth, who,
although he professes to be a follower
of the most manly Man that ever lived,
yet,

“Would be a woman if he could,
And sinee he can't, does all he can
To show the world he’s not a man.”

Goody-goodyism, be itnever so sancli-
menious. can only produce religious nau-
se in young men. They crave health-
ful food for their spiritual natures.
They will never be attracted to Christ
but by the magnet of His perfect manli-
ness. and by the strength of ilis follow-
cers. They admire, and they rightly ad-
mire. only that religion which is un-
affected, healthy, strong in its pnatural-
ness.  And it is the business of the
Young Men's Christian Association to
show that Christanity does not umman,
devitalize, dwarf thosc who aceept it,
but builds them wup into all-round
strength 5 to present the Christian life
as a strong., manly life ; to preach a re-
ligion which is not onc whit better a-
dapted to the death-bed than to the cam-
pus or the countiry house or the social
gathering. If our assuciations give the
impression that religion appeals to what
is timid and shrinking in our natures
rather than to what is courageous and
outspoken, they will only repel the Lest
class of young men. We must make it
clear that sentimental pietism which dis-
gusts o0 many, is only i burlesque of re-
ligion, a caricature of the Christian life,
and that 2 merely prudential religion
lacks the highest elements of Christian-



