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rcgarded liable to criticisil, then those who iîold the miost

sacred ani exaited position mcii cai occupy-a position

%viiicli demands the very liglîcst qualifications of hiead and

lîeart, nia' flot dlaimi exemption fromn siinilar scrutiîiy.

Indeed, it is a dut>' laid upon the chîurch by apostolic

iljuVictiofl to Iltry the spirits." Instcad, tlîcrcfore, of

combating ail sorts of critics iu the innumerable details of

tlîeir too often shallow anti vexatious assertions, it appears

to us that there -arc ccrtain tliings wvhicli shouid bc insisted

upon as fitted to stop the nioutiîs of gain sayers and to

promnote the intcrests of' trutlî. The>' arc such as the

following- llinizsi,rs slioti/d be men of 1/jorougz edicain.

The Presbyterian ChtircF lias always insisted upon tiîis.

Six 3'cars of iffigent study is the ver>' sliortest period of

preparation b>' whicli young nmen in Canada can enter lier

niinistry. And this is the exception ratiier than the mile.

Seven ycars, four in Arts and tlîrce ini Theology, bcing the

ruie. flesides our college provides for a fourtlî session in

Theoiogy, thus extending the course over eight years iii

ail. And we arc glad to observe that our abi>' conductcd

preparator>' classes are now simpi>' auxiliar>' to University'
%vork, ami tlîat tiose takzing advantage of theni are passing

on to a degrce in Arts. Let studcnts for tue ministry take

advantage of the best University courses our country pro.

vides, thus mingling freely with candidates of otiier pro-

fessions, let thin receive Uie critical and conîpreliensive

theologicai training w.hich our Halls afford, and let then

energeticaily continue through subsequent life the nietlîods
of severe and accurate study enf'orccdi in college and then
neitiier they nor the people to whomn they muîîister need

have an>' special anxiety about the doings of' sîîiali critics.

.Afinislc>s s/muid ke inen of courage and decision as -ad!/ as

pissessed of amnple intlkcftiizl risour-ces I t is ouiy tiius

that tlîey can conmmand permanient respect and influence

and be ready to maintain the trutli against ail cotiers. It

is painfütl to, witness the pliabilit>' of sonie-tie skil]

amounting to craftiness with which the>' can take on the
hue of their surroundings-iind the obsequious spirit ini

whiclî tlîey seek appiause from, ail quarters. Their aim

seems to be flot to teacli rorcibi>' and fearlcssiy %viiat tlîey
know to, be truc, but to discover how~ they can safe.,ls and

smootly glide along thc current of popular tlîought; and

feeling. The>' can tlierefore praise opinions and beliefs
which are diamctrically opposed to cadi otiier and contrary
to tlîe Word of God as well as te, tlîc princi-ldcs they

have tiienscives publicl>' avowed. They can excuse and
indircdy justify vices indulged in by persons of hîgh

social standing and can carry tlîeir fluent cloquent flattera
to such an extent as to niake people biush wlîo are no

pcculiarly se.nsitive if oniy by it aIl thcy can secure a littE
larger foliowing. You %viil flnd themt in secular gathering
of ail sorts, in ladies' sewing circies, in parlors, at pubi

receptions, at revival mcetings-everywherc, and alway

constraincd te say some pleasant little thing about them
selves and others-an unavoidable allusion to their owi

iearîîing and benevoience, their Catiiolicity of feeling and
tue goodness of the community, or sometiîing cisc equally
undeîîiabie. Tiiese are the creatures whîose career encour-
ages critics and sccptics, wliosc conduct gives occasion te
scoffers to growv bold ami to assert tlîat niinisters can be
fousîd to endorse an>' formns of tiîouglit, and moral obliquit>'.
Aiid sucli charges can only bc repelcd b>' tue exclusion
fromn the sacred office of tlîcoiogical mollusks-creaturcs
witlîout moral backbone-and b>' the manifestation of'
that maniy courage wvhich hlds to trutlî, becausc it is
trutii, and to riglît, because it is right despite or conse-
quences. iniisitrt shjould e mnen of piely andi zea?. This
rcquisitc can neyer be dispensed witiî. Wc do not mean
abilit>' to Sa>' sw'eet sentimental things, to assume pions
tones and attitudes. No, but tlîat the>' shouid be men
or faitiî, prayer, and spiritual power derived from the
indweiiing of the Hol>' Glîost and tlîeir cîcar and compre-
hiensive grasp of the trutiî or God. Men of firm and
unwvavering conviction who cannot heip testifying, svork-
ing, and sufl'ering for thc cause of Jesus Christ, flot in the
spirit or cowards pronc to apologize for their cailing and
tlîeir ver>' existence, flot in the spirit of lîirelings casting
in their minds liow ever>' deed svill lcad to self-promotion,
but in the spirit of the Master w~ho came Ilnot te be
ministered unto, but te niinister aîîd to give lus life a
ransomn for many."

Ouit LoCAL NOTE BOO0K.

TuE car or coliege life goes rumbling on. The middle
miestone lias been passeà and day b>' day growvs smnaller
iii reccding distance. The studious passengers are
aboard again, ail save two or tbrec whose places have

been promptly fiiled. Refreslied by weicome rest, we
hiav.e entcred on tic final trip, and, with mutual wishes
for a bright new year, tîîrn longing and expectant eyes
toward tic session's ever nearing terminus.

MIEvould urge tiec daims of the Sciolarsip Fund of
tic AIma Mater Society upon the graduates and- others.
Tliere is flot anything in tic treasury at present. Several,

we undcrstand, arc compcting for the scholarsiip this
session, and in order that tlîe succcssrul competitor nia>
be awarded, thie funds will necd to, be extensively
replenishcd. It is carnestly hoped that tue Alumni of
tic Coliege %vill consider this niatter, and respond te the
cail of thc treasurer.

WE understand tiat the Sabbath afternoon Lectures,
delivered in the David Morrice Hall during this session,

t are to bc issucd eariy ncxt Spring in a handsome Smo.
e volume. The Senate has accepted tic offer of the firn
s of WV. Drysdaie & Co. te publish them, and tic work will
cbe pusied witi ciiaractcristic energ>', and, sve trust, with

s satisfactor>' resuits. This is a ncwv departure in Canadian
- Collegiate wvork, and one wiiich secms timely and deserv-
n ing of the utmost encouragement. Man>' wie have


