
9 The Presbyterian College journal

tion iii otir eduicational systeni." Tliis remark is probably
more applicable to, Sc-ottishi than Arnerican institutions. The
Principal further urges that the press, by its enormnous inulti-
plication of books, pamphilets, magazines, political and religlous
o*rans bias not rendered oratory unnecessary. On the con-
trary, it bias created a dernand for a highier order of public
tspeaking., The Principal therefore adds: «There neyer
was a tine., in modern history at least, whier it constituted so
important a factor in the national life as in our own day.
There neyer wvas a tixne -whlen the gift of oratory or the talent
for debate broughrlt 50, much influence, social, political, and
ecclesiastical, or wliîen lie who is enclowed with it *finds the
power of ready utterance, so nîuch in demand."

With Dr. Caird, I arn inclined to think. that 've are too,
tolerant of slovenly comînon-place oratory on the platforxn
and in the pulpit. WhIly should not publie speaking, as with
the ancient Greeks, and even conversation, take rank amongr
the fine arts, with painting, sculpture and poetry ? And w'hy
should not colleges and seminaries adopt somne more practical
and effective methods of testing youngr men in this respect.,
and thus save thern from loss of influence and painful hiunili-
ation in cultured social circles, and the possibility of finial
rejection by intelligent congregrations ? Li helpingthmt

gain proficieney in this difficult art wve should do somnething
more than cram. thern withi knowledge of aIl sorts and oblige
thein to pass wvritten exaininations. We should give thein
abundant practice under crîtical supervision in reproducing
wvhat they know in the proper formis of oral addrcss. The'
artifices of the mere elocutionist are not enough. They have
thieir place in correctingr certain natural and acquired draw-
backs;- but intellectual discipline in knowving and feeling the
suibjeeCt, and iu expressîngr it vividlyi--discipline in steadiness
or self-control, is infinitely more important. Witb tliis, and
the mind and hecart inspired by an irrepressible conviction of!
the suprerne value of the truthi that is beingr inctilcated, the
righit tone and manner will bc empioyed ivithout any
mc.chanical imitation of a. teachier.

Fromn ail this it inay bu inferred that 1 woul st.rongly
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