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THE GALL.
To cverv ,oulig man sent forthi under the auspices 0' the

Presby'terian Cliurch, tlie question tif the congregat.iona-,l cail
is a serious one. I-Je. natiirally shirinks frorn eniering the lists

as a l)robatiofler, <lrea(ling, an experience whichi seems to ini-

volve mnu uncertainties, andl whicli, undcr sonie circunii-
stances, inay cause imi to feel a tinge of the sense of self-
dcgradatioii. Every good systemi is liable to abuses, and to
thue sensitive and untried itîdividual, thiese loomi. up very pro-
minently. When one askzs lîow a candidate obtains a hearing

in a congregatioii, lie is told that ini sonie sections the securing
of this privilege is iveli nigh impossible save to graduates of
certain colleges; thiat iii nost cases thiere is need of friends and
influence: thaàt, i ndeed, flhc practices knomvn in politics ~S~iC
pulling" are not eiitirely :absent fromi cliurcli organizatioxîs.
Ncxt there uiiust follow the ordeal of luis first appearance before
bis judges. Sonie of theii, lie is well aware, uvili examiine liiii
point 1w point (as is custornary iii judgiing a prize animal),
in person, dress and nianner; whlile, at tlie s-anie tinie, lie is
conscious thiat the dearest child of biis nîiind and hecart is being
coçllv dissected and weî-glîed by all thîe experienced "sermion-
tasters" in thîe conîiunity. Eveiî sliould lie su.ccessfully, pass

these tvo stgrs tiere are still dangers alîcacl. He inay lie
iînab-àle to satisfv the anticipations wbich luis trial effort lias
arcused, anid then the critics of thie congregatioii, far froni
Javixig tlhe blame upon tlîeir own poor judgnment iii the choice;
are liable to turn aggainst Iiii because lie bias fleto iulfil
tlieir expectations, l)ecause, forsootbi, lie is not a perfect naîî.

Thiat unlîalppy influences are weakenimng the bonds tlîat

sloulcl e.xist betwcen nuniiister axîd people, is muade evident
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