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ST. CATIIERINES

Wn thi@i month prescrit our subscribers with
a sketch of the Ilourishing town of St. Cathe-
rines, in the Niaîgara D)istrict, taken upon the
spot by a talcnted young Caniadian Artist.

The point of vicwv selectcd by humii is upon
the gravel road leading fromn this place te the
Falls of Niagara, about hiall a mile on tlîe
TlioroldI.-.ide of the tovri ; and, tlioughi froin the
distance at whicli it is takien, furnishing to a
stranger ne very adequate idea of its extent ,
will yet, when tak-en in connexion wîth the
aeconipanyiiig sketch, afford our readcrs sonie
data whereby te ferra a correct judgrnent of
its prescrit position and future prospects, in a
commercial point of view.

Tlîe town of St. Catherines, now numbering
about 5000 inhabitants, nlay lie said to date
its origin frorn the first carrying out of the
projeet of tîxe Ilon. IV. Il. Mcrritt in 1824, of
uniting the two Lak-es, Erie and Ontario, by a
slip canal.

Se extraordinary, hewever, of late years lias
been thc rapidity of risc with whichi the tewns
and cities of Western Canada have as it were
sprung into existence, that our minds, fanilliar-
ized te the contemplation of the almiost niagical
changes taking place about us upon every
aide, have been led te regard the more graduaI
developint of St. Catherines as a compara-
tively slow and tedieus operation; but few
and short seem the intervening years te, those
who, yct survive te, look back upon the turne,
when thc yet unbroken forests waved majesti-
cally over this fair portion of our land, or only
bowcd their lofty hcads at the imperieus
breath of the hurricane ;-when, saving the
nomadie bands, who ia their lunting expedi-
tiens occasionally travcrsed its lonely wilds,
the wolf and bcar were the undisputed masters
of its solitudes, and tIc wind as it swcpt
xnournfullyover the yct unfurrowcd mountain's
brow, fanned net in its course the face of any
white man>!

Net yet have thc snows of the scventieth
winter, eaclosed in their spotless winding
sheet the laxuriant feliage of the scventieth
summer, since the land over which, we ceut
our eyes, was fiat, takea up by actual settlers
m± the almost nominal price of aeven-pexwe
WaZjpenny per acre 1 at whieh period, the

whole To*n8bip of Granthani whereon we
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standl, eontaining about 23,500 acres, infigt
have been purchaàscd for thc sum noiv rcadily
given for an ordinary hall-acre town lot!1 and
during whieh short period, the still uribroken
forcst land, where such inay yet bu found, lias
increascd in value ne lcss than at the rate of
one kundrcd and./'orte 1er cent per anm

The site of St. Catherines, forînerly lknoN,%n
as the Twclve Mile Creek or Shipinan's
Corners, aftcr the oldest inhabitant of the
place, was first sclccted as a country residence
by the lon. Robert Hlamilton, father of the
lIatmilton who gave lis naine to the flourish-
in- and rising city which stili bears it, se early
as the year 1800, at which period lie owvned
tic iinilîs afterwards known as tlîc Thomas's
Nlill.s,*upon the Twvelve Mile Crcek, up to wvhieh
p)oint boats at that turne ascended ; but it was
not until after tlîe war, viz. in 181G, that the
Towvn-p1ot of St. Catherines was first pur-
chased and laid out as a village, by the lion.
W. H. 'Mcrritt and Jonathan Hl. Clendennen,
and received tlîe naine of St. Catherines in
lionor of Mrs. Robe-rt Hlamilton, wliose name
was Catherine.

Attlîis time the suipply of water from the
Twvelve Mile Creek wasfouind soe rylimited for
millirig and manufacturing purpeses, that with
a view of augxnenting it, a fcw of the inhabit-
ants conceived the idea of obtaiiing an ia-
crease from the River Welland, which emptiesl
itseif into the Niagara River at the Village of
Chippewa, a short distance above the Falls of
Niagara. The survcys and examinatiens for
which purpose te one of the sources of the
Twelve Mile Creek, then known as the RTolland
Road, new Allanburgh, gave risc to, the
projection and ultimate construction of the
Welland Canal.

The prices païd ia 1816 for the land cover-
ing the prescrit site of the town, varied from
£2 10s. te, £5 currcacy per acre; where,
during the last few nionths, lots have sold by
public auction at the wonderfully increased
price of eigteen pound. pcv foot frontage; or
upwards of four thousand pounds per acre!1

Amongst the many clemeats of future great-
ness possessed in> a striking degree by St.
Catherines, we may mention as one of the firat
in> importance, the unlimited amount of watër
power, with a faUl of about 800 feet ina adis-

* Now owncd by J. IL BaL


