
1885] ENERGY 0F THE SIIN.21

ENERGY 0F THE SUN.

M OLECUJLES and atoms form the material out of which
the scientist construets the universe, or rather it is into

atonis and inolecules that hie resolves ail material things. We
cannot conmprehend the size of thiese atoniis; no more cani we
comprehiend, thie size of the sun and those distant stars -which,
though revolving in immense orbits, nevertheless to, us withi our
himited senses appear to be flxed and immnovable-and these are
but the outposts, the sentries of the innumerable hosts and
myriads of worlds that lie beyond, as yet unrevealed to, human
eye. Upon the supposed yet probable existence of these niole-
cules and atoms hiave been founded many of the grreat and
leadingy theories of modern science.

In the universe there is no suchi thingr as independence-true,
absolute independence. Each part exerts an influence on the
wvhole, and the wlhole exerts an influence on each part.; the
wvho1e is groverned by lawvs of interdependence and harmony,
auid as we -understand the linking of the parts together and the
hiarmony of the whole, surpassing anyth)ing, attainable bv us,
wve cannot but admit, unless biassed and prej udiced, the presence
of design.

Though w'e are able to comprehiend so, littie of the extent of
the universe, either of the invisible molecules or the mighty
systern of worlds that fill the heavens, yet wve are able to grain.
some know'ledge of the general laws that govern them, whether
they be systems of molecules or systeins of worlds.

We have said there is no such thingr as independence, and to,
this our own wvorId is no exception. Let us endeavor briefly to
point out what we owe to outside influence-what part one other
world contributes to the general 'workings of this world of ours.

Onie would think that ninety-two millions of miles wvould be
sufficient to break the influence of the sun, if space at ail could
dIo it; but no, we find that that is the proper and the only dis-
tance at, which hie could exert such beneficial influences as we
shall now enumerate.
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