
The 31lonthely Advocate.

THE HOMECIRCLE.
THE TRUE W[FE.

From an article by Rev. J. D. Houston in the Scottish Advocate.

The wife's kingdorn is at home, and she maintains ber rule in it bY
love-a love that "1bearetli ail things, he1ieveth ail tbings, hopeth "I
thing's, endureth ail tbings"--a love that will cast out, and away, au1

fear and doubt. The wife can niake the home a happy realm, or theO
reverse, as she bears herseif. If she makes the home a real homne, &
calm, retreat where ail fair graces reign, she will do mucli to gain thle
husband. What drives, sometimes, the poor man from his borne? 15 it
not the neglect, the slatternlyness of the wifeî The dr-unkard is ofte
driven to the alehouse by the unlovely nature of his surroundings Ol
home. This is certainly no palliation of lis vice, but the wives shod
look to it. If the wife niakes the home cornfortable, if she lias a JoYOU10
welcome for ber toiling, tired husband, he will be gained-the might 'Of
love will save him. The power of a true wife over a man, to drive tlue
wild beast out of him, cannot be expressed. There have been ro'gh>
cruel, ill-tempered men who, as soon as tbey cam e within reach of the
living influence of a saintly woman, have cbanged comî>letely for thle
time, the speli of a boly anointing seemed to corne upon them, and thely
angry tones have softened down to the harmonies of love. But thiso'
flot invariably the case. There are inany bad husbands, who bave 'lot
yielded to the xnight of loving tenderness;- men of brutal passion, the
devotees of strong vice, utterly selfisb, "1without natural affectiOfl
Some of the truest wornen have been linked to such men, and they l'a"
done their part nobly, though it bas pressed their very 111e out. Thel
have trodden their dark patbway with the step of heroines. They 1h1l'e
not told the world their unparalleled sorrow. Neglected, trampled do'0"
treated with devilish cruelty, they have neyer forgotten their vowWb'
bound them to love and to cberish till parted by death. Through
their darkness, in spite of the burden of broken-heartedness wbich te
can hardly bbar, tbese noble souls bave beld on their way, neyer lOSl
their faith i wifehood, though the mani no longer deserves the nae d O
husband-though the wretcb wbo once vowed before God to love an d
cberishbher bas rudely dasbed ber fromi bis beart, and bas darkened a'a
desolated the home which he once made for ber. We neyer cari gU4
the faithfulness of a truc woman's beart. She bopes against hope. sue
holda by duty thougb ber wifebood is but a cruel irony; and if at 0
time, after long long waiting and praying, ber husband cornes back and
sits down clothed. and in bis riglit nxind beside ber, how readily -W'l
the dark past be forgotten and forgiven, and the receiving ofbinflh
cornes; back shaîl be, to ber who bas waited and prayed, indeed life ff<>lt

the dead.
Perbaps we sum Up aIl the conditions of true wifehood wb n we

the true wife is the helper of ber busband. "I will make ei auel
meet for bim." Se said God as Hie amteth o want of the


