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horse-blanket tothe mail-bag. Judging from the m;m~
ber of siled cuffs, ete.. manya country youth sojourn-
ing in a clty attempts to send his “washing home to
ma,” by means of the govermment valises, The aver.
age annual number of “lots” is 3,700, each containing
from three to rine articles; 156 pieces of jewelry ap-
peared in the cntnlogue,' but were disposed of singly
and at a scperate sale. '
Having finished the glass cases, our attention was
" directed to o screen-door through which we could
Took into a larger apartment a few steps lower, where
the inspection of the letters, etc., isconlucted by
men and women clerks.  Visitors are. not allowued to
enter this apartment, but may watch ag long as they
please from this communicating door.
Lotters that bear no outside inlorm:.xti'on of their
it

is found, the letter is returned enclosed in an_otficial

.owner, are opened and searched for some clue.
: enve:}:pe that is execmpt from postage. When no clue
can be found, the letter is cast into the nameless heap
upon the floor and soon gathered up by men who . pass
the desks collecti

up and down bet g these letters

into two baygs for the paper miil.

It wou'd scem that a person dispatching anything
of importance would be careful about the address and
postage; bu‘t l;]xmk em'clopcs, and many minus the
name of the town, or State, cont:xinh)g money arrive
on the average of 66,137 annually. The amouut of
money in checks, drafts, ete., something overa mil-
lion; one year the amount in bills and stamps a’one
was 32,000, This money is sent to the U. S. Treas-
ury; if no ownér can be found and proved, it is used
for the nation; gencrally 357 is returnod to the own.
e, N ....' - :

The clerks are, of cot;m;, nssxgned their special
work, and those who correct the defective adiresses,

become 8o expert that they can ofton supply the hiatus

without consulting the dircctories, and surprising
skill is His;ilayod in deciphering origional spelling.
Some of tl;eec addresscs ure preserved in albums, o
corrected envelope having been substituted,  We re-
member one envelope upon which the Btate was writ.
ten “fuf Goine.” 'Onc of the bright clerks spelling it

phonetically discovered that the place intended was
Virginia,

The average number of letters returned from hotels
because the partics have departed, neglecting togive
new addresses, i8 78,605. Letters not addressed, 175,-
710,
1,345.

Packages of goods not a'lowed in the mails,
Books received, 906. Photographs, 35,160,
There is something pathetic in the sight of so many

lettersand remembrances destroyed and sold to strang-

ers, while some anxious, loving heart, iswatching
and longing day after day for their coming. Who can
count the heartaches, the life-long separations, the
financial tmixbl_cs starting from these lost letters? Yet
the fault is sim;;ly and altogether that of those who
write antd'send the letters, or packages, and one can
Icarn a lesson in the Dead Letter Offico never to be
forgottén. Thatis, always be caretul to write the full
atidress and riame both of the sender and desired re-
cipient upon every letter, and in some way attach the
same to every package whatever it may be; aisd to
be sure of the proper postage, and zhe.lega':it,y of the

artic’'e sent. If the pérson lives in a city, the nameof

the street, and nimber of the house shou'd be added

in the lower left‘hand corner; when one docs not

know the house nuinber, or even the atreeé,, one
may add to the jerson's name, "in parenthesis, his
business, or whatever can assist in finding him. Let-
ters sent to transient residents should add the word
“trancient” to tho residence, or post-office number.
This'should be the confirmed habit of every person,
no matter how unimportant tht; le iter, or parcel, may
gecm; in this, asin all things else, :vhate‘ er is worth
doing at all, should be done with care. lt inarule ot
ctiquette that the desired reupient‘s name and address
must be added in full fo the most ln(ormsl letter,
the lower left hand corner for friendship letters, and
at the beginning of business or formal lettera. The
writer’s name should always be at the c!ose, his ad-
dress at the top.  ‘‘Never sign initials, 11: suggests a
wish to be unknown, or to cscape thc posaib]e con-
83q > The reasonabl of thxs etiqnettc re-
veals itself in thé Dead Letter Office.
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