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Lesson XI.

The Home Study Quarterly
THE TEST OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH

Murch 16, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—After the destruction of Sodom, Abraham moved south to Gepur, Here he
deocived Abimelech as he had deccived Pharaoh regarding Sarah, and with the same results,  After this we read
of the birth of Isaac and tho banishment of Hagar and Ishmael. Then Abraham covenants with Abimelech

and abides at Beersheba.

GOLDEN TEXT—I desire mercy, and not sacrifice ; and the koowledge of G0d more than burnt offerings,
—Hosea 6 : 6 (Rev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 12, 13.
1-19.

.1 And it came to pass after these things, that God
did 2 tempt A’braham, and said unto him, A’brahsm :
and he said, ¢ Behold, here I am. .

2 And ho ssid, Take now thy son, thine only 3son
Tsaac, whom thou lovest, and got theo into_the land of
Mori‘sh ; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thes of.

3 And A’braham rose f up early in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two of his tioung men with
him, and I’saac his son, and *clave the wood for the
burnt ofiering, and rose up, and went unto tho place of
which God had told bim. ) .

4 $Then op the third day A’braham lifted up his
cyes, and saw the place afar off. .

5 And A’braham said unto his young men, Abideye
here with the ass ; and I and the 12d will go yonder and
7 worship, and come again to you.

6 And A'braham took the wood of the burat offering,
and laid 12 upon I’saac his son ; and he took 3 the fire in
his hand, and ?a knife ; and *hey went both of them

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 22 : 1-13.
Read Genesis, chs. 22, 23.

Study Genesis 22 ;

he said, Behold the firc and the wood : but % i
thglh s e T il o
n rabam y y_s0n, will i
himself ?a lamb for a burnt offering ! : s0 me‘}“’,‘,}iﬁ
bosh Aoidthgm together. the ol bich G
. nd they came to the place which God had

him of ; and A’braham built ? an altar thers, and ﬁi,:i’
the wood in order, and bound 1'sasc his son, and Lsig
him on the altar upon the wood.

10 And A’braham stretched forth his hand, and took
the kaife to slay his son.

. 11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of
neaven, and said, A'brabam, A’brabum : and he said,
Here am 1. .

12 And be said, Lay not thino hand upan the 1aq,
ncither do thou any thing unto him : for now I know
that thou fearest God, secing thou hast not withheld

son, thine only 201 from me.

13_/nd A’braham lifted up his cyes, and lcoked, and
behold behind Aim a ram caught in a thicket by his

together, horns : and A’brabam went and took the ram, and

7 And I'saac spake unto A’braham his father, and  offered him up for a burnt ofcring in the stesd of his
aaid, My father : and hesaid, Heroam I, myson. And  son.

Revised Version—i prove ; 2 Hero am I ;3 sou, whom thou lovest, even Isaac ; ¢ Omit up ; 3ho ;$ Onmil thea s
7 we will ; 3in his band the fire ; ? the ; 19 Omit My son ; i my son.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. . R. Associstion, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Builvy, Iozda,
England.)—M.—The test of Abraham’s faith, Gen. 22: 1-8. T.—The test of Abraham’s faith, Gen. 22: 919,
W.—Isracl's test, Deut. 8 : 1-10. Th.—The faith of the patriarch, Heb. 11 : 17-22. F.—The acceptable sacr
fice, Micah 6: 6-9. S.—Tho perfect sacrifice, John 10 : 11-18. S.—Faith acd works, Jas. 2 : 20-28.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

II. ABRaBaM'S PERFECT

1. Gop’s STERN COAMAND.

~—1, 2. After these things;
some corsiderable time after. God
did tempt Abraham ; tried, test~
od. God does not tempt men to
cvil (James 1: 13), but He docs
test their attitude towanrds cvil.
Sald unto him; in dream or
vision of the wnight. Abraham
would naturally require strong cvi-
denco that such a command was
from God. Thy son, thine only
2on Isaac, whom thou lovest.
‘Che repetition soems to bring out
the sterncss of the demand.  After
the sending away of Hagar and Ish-
mael (ch. 21: 14), all Abraham’s
love, and hope of the fulfilmeat of

OBEDIENCE.—3-10. And Abn-
ham rose up early; to start, s
is tae Eastern custom, bifore the
bhot sun comes. Saddledbis zss;
girded for carrying srticlca nf tra-
vel, not persons.  No bint is givea
of the anguish that Abraham muet
have felt. Saw tho place afarofl.
Abraham recognized the place by
some divine iadicatinn. I and
the 1ad . . will . . come again;
no deceit in saying that Le ard
Isaac would return.  Abralamsill
cherishes some faint hope.  Wood
of the burnt offering. Isms:
carries wood for his own sacrife.
Took .. fire. For the purposs ol

the promiscs, centre in Isaxc. In~
to tho 1and of Morizh ; literslly,
*“tho 1and of tho Moriab.” Aforiah
is mentioned only oace zgain (2

“ABRAHAM BUILT AN ALTAR
THERE”

kindling Ercs glowing onals of £re
were carriad suspended by a chaa.
And . . went both of themto-
gother; a strange picture, 88

Chzon. 3: 1), in connection with

tho building of the temple. Tho word means, “the
vision of Jehovab.” Offer him . . for a burnt
offering. The practice of offering human savrifice
prevailed g the Chald and C jtey and
oven in later Istac), Judg. 11:81, 39; 2 Kgs. 3:27;
18:3.

father with anguish in Lis bestt,
the son light-hearted and curious. Whero is the
1amb ? Isano perceives that the all-important thizg
bas been omitted. Qod will provide himsell a
lamb for a burnt offering ; litcrally, “a» for Him-
self.” Agsin not deecit, but desperato hape.  Bulit
an altar. He would gather a few loose stozes forthe
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