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more delicious than marina, the fleali of
Lteviathan anîd the bird Bar Jachius."-
Camnbridge Bible.

"1It is still customnary iii the East, not only
to give to an invitation sometime before-
hiand, but to send round servants at the
proper tiinie to inforrn the invite.d gueste that,
aIl th)inge are ready."1-Kitto.

it was easy to do this, because "1the guests
wvere close together in an Eastern city."1
And it was necessary to do it, because "they
w'ere flot generally supplied with tirne-
pieces."1 Another reason for this second in-
vitation wvas that, froas the habits of Orielî-
tais and their marinera of preparing the
feast, it was impossible to know just wlhen
the meal would be ready. v. 17.

" 1For each of us ail things are ready ; the
atonement made, the mansions prepared,
tie, Father willing to receive, the angels
-çvaiting to welcome, the doors open, the
Holy Spirit present, duties awaiting."1

Worldly possessions often blind mev'% tca
the value of the heavenly inheritance. A
smaîl coin held close to the eye ivili shut out
from. view the sun shining in the heavens.

" 1A tinger's breadth at band may mar
A wvorld of light in heaven afar:
A mote eclipse, a glorious star."

INot one of these excuses ean stand a mo-
nme»Vts exaimination. They remind one of
Mark Twvaizn's Orientai, 'Who declined to
Iend an axe, saying that lie needed it hini-
self to eat soup, and wvho, when lie ivas re-
mizided tlîat one does not cat soup-with an
axe, replied: IlWhen one is detcrimined not
to do a thing, any excuse is good eriougli." So
al] the excuses wvhicli mnen offer for rejecting
the gospel spring from. unwillingness to ac-
cept it.

Go oui iid 17w higktways and 7redges, and com-
pet them to corne in. The great commission is
not: "lCorne ye froin ail the world and]iear
the gospel," but "Go ye into ail the world
and preach the gospel." It is the business
o! the Clîurch. to go eut inito the highways,
in which open and notorious sinnere are

found, and into the hiedgcs, wliere lees lrnown
and secret offenders lurk, and conestr.iin
tliem by loviîig entreaties to caine into the
feast.

In verse 24, -%ve have the application of
the parable, and aiso tuie answer of Jesus ta
the man whose exclamîation (v. 15) lîad led
to it. Our Lordi, lin effeet, says to the
guests thon prescut: 'Il have sliown you
wlmat the eatîing of bread in the kiiigdom of
God really is, aud how you treat tiie invita-
tion, while professing to look forward to
participation in the feast. Lt is God's feast,
and He invites you to it. But it is 'My ktup-
per,' given in My honor, and thie invita-
tion copies though nie, sent of God ' in the
form. of a servant.' You wvili refuse to enter
because, in refusing Me and My tcacliings,
you refuse to obey tbe direct eaul of God,
Who previously invited you by His prophets
and through Ris word. "-Dr. M. B. lliddle.

Reasons and excuses are often very dif-
ferent thimîgs. Mcn are often asiarned of
their real rensons for tlîeir coxîduet, and for
rejecting Christ, and have to hide theas, not
only froîn otiiers, but from tlîemselves, by
some plausible excuses. Lt is the same with

iegleet of church and religions seri !ces.
There ie little iii the excuses given, we, thie
uminister, the sermon, the music, no social
recognition, no tiie ; but we must look
înuch deeper for tje, real reasons. And ive
should be far more careful to understarîd
and remove the rensomis than to try to
aîîswer their exceuses. Lt is for this renson
tliat much of the arguing with irreligious
miea je so useless. Lt is like scraping the
furred tongue, but leaiving the fover. It »is
teaî'riug down a flaunting flag from *the
enemny'e ship, but lcaving the crew and the
guns.-Peloubet.

If you knew God, and wiat, tliose "Ithings"'
are Il vhioh. le has prepared for tlîem that
love Hiu," alIl "excuses"I would bc flung to
the winde. Lt would net be, IlHave me
excused 1I" but, I cone" "l lMe first-
mue now%-me, forever 1 Lord, bid me-Lord,
let me*i-Lord, make me corne 1"1-Vauglian.
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