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- 7" “Trial of Abraham's Faith, Gon.22: 1.13, N
GopEN TEXT: “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered wup
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Coanr. To _i}tﬁﬁoﬁi }e;-éeé 1113, Lessoy Hympg, 58, 26, 144, 86,
“Prova taAT—Faith{subdues difficaltics. Matt. 21: 21, A
SmorreER CaTeoHIN—Quest. 90 How is the word o bofoad and hoard,
. that it may become effertual to salvation ?. T
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- PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION,
I iron “ean éét 'i:bé-boolgs, ré@dxthéf; chapters on Abraham’s Trial 10 N;:Wmmpﬁmyfhé’s E ]
0ld Foiths¥n a New Light, ;ind‘Ca!ign Mozely's Ruling ldeas tn Early Ages, and- chapter
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“XIFin the senior text-book, Deane’s Abrakam * His Lije and Tumes, e
" Theré can be.uo.question of the r{ébt,of‘the\' Creator to .make this demand upon Abra-
ham The life of Tsaac belonged:to ¢ od:an}l he alone could dictate.the means by which
his career upon-earth wasterininated. We have'notj ht'to say that it was-acruel com-
wand in 't’iow‘bf-thérbi_;ppy termination of the trial. It'is always guud to inflict tempo-
rary paiv for & sufficiently desitable ond, The-question s oue-of degres only, and the
result amply jugtiffes alk that was suffered in the prescat case. 1f there was:ng.doubt
that God gave the command, it became-a most-solemn duty 1o obey. . -
Abrabam was 'satisfied that Gud spoke to him, 6nd if God speke to any of us, com-
manding a similar sacrifice, our duty would be the'same. But what, evidence would
sutisfy a Christian jury, of ordinary L velheaded men, that o man was divinely instructed”™
to ¢loy bis son, so that they wonld not convict him of marder, or send him to an insane
asylum?  We can conceite of none Note.the following points in explanation. of this.
(1) According to the jdeas of Alrabam's timé and even of classic nations, the
parentat right extended even to the life of the clijld, He wasa mere chattel, Now,
an infant which» has drawn but-one breath hassucha right o his owa life that he who
takes it.is-a murderer in theé eyes.of the law. God would ndt test men in-a way that
outraged thi§ conception of-the value of the'individual life. He .does'not drag men
back to barbarism  (2) Human sacrifices were-common Smong suzm{ndigg pations  °
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