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ee A Monkey Theatre 4
A Day with Professor Wormwood.

NE : t wo rTherc was yet an hour
// b> the cit.y chek4 befure tic

performtance would begin ; but
I"oii f fitle folk and( hi-

%Veil(, waltiiig for- tie Pavilioni
doorb to o~pen ; %wiiiit, across thei
girass', thro' the gateways, and
down eaci street, tlîey %v'cre coin-

Tîtoro wa- at rutitliti.g tit.- seeîncd liko a bustiug
0f înorry cruwds, at juitclîiiig and lustiuîg, Z
Sii)l fet wero pattering, littie eiîoes cl1tttoringý,
Little lînnids ala n-1î sulittie tongues cimtteriig,
Anid likoe fowls in a fsriin-yard wiîeî bariey ie Becttoring,

Oertainly lind the Pied Piper to compote vit.lî tie MNonkey
Theatre lus nîagic fluto wou)d ]lave faiied. Tie whisk
of a monlkey's tai) lias more fascintation for the av'erageoý
child than the music of a score cf flutes.

In the ineautitîte, and Lehind tic scelles, the »i/

littie animais were being, mîade reaidy for thc per'-
formnance. Belind the lien'.' stai cur tain an 4
impromptu reliearsal %.vas in jirogress that %vould
have given the fa.st assenibiing, audience consider. J
able amusement.-

Professor Wormiwood's4 trotip consiste of about twen ty-fou r
snmail dogs aie] înonkcys, Nviti the exception of tw.v large
dogs,-at finle peedie and at young Newfouaidhuîdà(.

Tie lit tic animais are of aîecessity kept, ini box caiges at
uighit and '.vieî travelling. Th'ey aie, therefore, giad to ho
upon thc stage, wh ere tlîey hbave space, mnuch freedont cf
action, and plenty te sec.

As 1 came upon the stage, behind the dropped curtain, tic
littie creatures liad recei% cd tijeir fiî,ai rl ii and washing
frein the attemIdaIIts;, and catine r'unnling up to Prof. Wormi-
wvood in a deiiglited state cIf freedomn.

It n'as pretty to sec titeir affection for bien. They sprang
to bis arns, cliibed upon his siiottder, scearciied hlis pocketq, and
cluat.tered to bine in language as expressive as our's, iayhap, if w.v
but had thille. One littile lady, Boo'beo, gave btine the prcttiest
cf greetiug,. ; leaping away froin te attendant site sprang upon the
Professe/-'s iap, put lier sinal) black armes around hie îîceck-, stroked
hie face, hioldig it betweeu lîi'r cold littie hatads, ail the tine chat-
tening in iniflections tliat intimiated at world of confidences. Andi the
Profe;ser answered lier smnilinug

"Ye-, yos, Boe-boa of course. Are you going te bc a a-ood
girl te daye If you etre 1 shahl find a candy for yu.

Ie searched his poeket, and ini a moment titere %v'as a le.p
fromn chmair.- and perches, snd a general descont upon
himu frein Chiarlie, Pote, Uncie ; whiic the litti0 do,,-
faced nîonkey, '.vitoe ene-titue accident bof t lier w.itli
a liinp, hitched hierseif acros.s the ticor in regullar baby é~
fashion. They were ail satisfied ;vitî at taste of candy, ~
thoen sent back te their sents..

The titsk of drsigthite came ncxt4 and fron te bine
of clotîtles witiclibelle- laver the wvireq, the attend(ants put ,,
on tie littie trouser,ý, shirts, coats snd bats. The eider
mcnkeys of the ¶i'oup submiitted quiotiy ; but one or two tè
non' one ohjected as erpiiaticaily ws a ritugimly ciiid. It
n'as amnusing to sec onie wiiful littie damle shako one ari III
out of lier semail sce, whîile the othier 'vas hein- put in ; iJ
turniiîg lier face away, gtvîîmg augrv ýshriek.,, aiîd a'. n

,generally liko an wvihful two-y'car-old.
It %vas evecm more aiusimtg t'> et' liter becomîto suddenly

suimissive, accept the situationi, as it 'vere ; and titom
wlien the attenidant le.ft lier fuliy d'e.ssed, te siviv wrvigglc
off the lijule coat, lettili.g it slip l'y dlegreeýs fron lier
sîtouiders, giving sliarp cuiimtgii giances at the a1ttendn.
and assuîîîimig a îuost innîocvnt posýe if hiseove straved iin
lier direction.

«Il bou-lit, lier on Tueýciay," said the Professer, as I
dire.-ted uic attention towavrd lier. "Titis is only the second
tiîne sic lias hpen on tîtev sta -ge. Our first step in vrainiing
is to accust4m tiieîn tu, t-leir clothtes and t4) the other ani-
mal$. We ]et tltni Come at once uipon the -stage, aud thley
serin grow tu feel at honte. After titat I take tîtoîi-
in limiti."

le a.ll picke'd tup a1 sittai %vllit4o poodie tîtat crcpt te
lus fea't, anixi îi'i'ed it as ,w.t t.tlked.

IP-,cr iitti,. P.iim;'," lie .said, car'cssintg ltem. -' Poor

littile blind girl. Sile is sucIi an intelligent arit
ailèctionato little creature," lie addcd. IlSilo ust:d
to do lots of good wvork before silo lest lier- sighit.
Now wo juet let lier do a little. Silo waltzes

Sprottily and rides elle of the larger doge."
A iniw8lîioeous young monkey in etriped frock

who wvas playing about the wiree, hiad bectn watch.
~ ng the Professor and Paîney, ~ihake *e

air, now lie alipped swiftly down the polos, ran
~ -across and gave Pansy's soit white curIset - icioue

littlo pull. Mhon ril away again.
"Chario, Yeu villainl, cricd Professer Worir.

wood, with a laughi. "lHe's the scanîp of the
troup. Just a baby fellow yot., and as fuil of
inischiof as-weli aes a inonkoy nîay bo. There's
nu lmrin in himi though, only fun."

During the performance Cliarlio and Boo-boo are
lft froc to rien about. Frorn ny corner beliind the
scenes 1 couid sec Charlie's tricks. 11o took do-

Slight in swvinging on the wvire, ifnd let ting the long
cord attached tu his coliar dangie in the oyes of

Sthe dogs sitting on the bondi below. Ho sur-
prised the Newfoundiand by leaping suddenly
down on hie back, giving hi,3 car a twoak and

bonding awvay again.
Whnan attoendant knotted the cord of another

monkoey or a dog to a chair back, Charlie immediateiy pro-
ceeded to icosen it with hie sharp little teeth, thon rusliod
up upon the 'vires, from wvilii hoe vat.ched the conse-
<juences of his trick. Ho nover lost anf opportunity of
puilillg another înonkey's tail, or tipping hini off tho 'vire.
None of these tricks wvere col thle programme, and were
uriebsorvabie to the audience. Charlie seemed to bc
indt'ed the practical joker of the troupe, yot a favorite
wi,,i the mon.

Tho auditorium liad fillod rapidly as wve talked, and
lookin-~ throu<"lî tueo rurtain we sawv a bîouse packed
te thc topinost gallery.

,' The Professor put Pansy upon hier chair and
mnoved among te animais, pattiing them, e-peaking
to on.e and anothor.

lxThey knowv wvhon the ourtain is up as wvell as
SI do,' hie said. "lReady, littie ones ? Over to the

table thon."
Six of thc littie animais, monkeys and poodles,

rail ovor to the toy table and took tlteir places.
The remainder atraiglitened up, thc doge sat
cect, only Charlie liastened to -ive one more sly
tweak of a poodio's tail, before the curtain rose.

They perforin their tricks wilingly; wvatching
froin the wizngS, they seenied to me euger, ratier
tian othorwise. They jure tho applause and the
moveinont, anîd are incited by ecdi otitor. .Againb? they always look for the Professor's approving pat
whien ticy have done well, and sometiînes the bit
cf candy that is always found in hie pookets, or in
those of the attendants.

The programme 'vent on rapidly, monkeys and
poodies finishoed their tea party. Mien they juuiped,
turned soniersauits, swung, %valked the tigit wvire,
thc littie dogs bearing their full share of the
entertainulent.

Aftcr tho performance the animais have thoir
supper. Bread and xniik at nigbt always, through
Illue da' vegot.ables and fruit in variety. It is

il interesting te sec howw~el1 they agree.
We stood anion- t.hcm and wvatched their rolisli

otho simple food. Monkeys and dogs eating
otof die sarne daishies. The monkoys hand the

advntaeinasmuch as they firet filcd their
poucces, andl afterwar(i swvallowved as much as

'~they could. Soute beautiful snow white puppies,
fairy doge ini sizo and purity, togcther vith a

1]aeinterviewed various trainers of t.rick
animale, but nover one 'vho impressed me more

/. favorably than Professor Wormwood. Ho is a
colle'go graduate, a trained clocutionist and a ski).
fui veternarysugoad etoalblvs
lîis littile crenturoen nbs f ih oe

hc ad soveral long taiks togothier, and ncxt
. mentit I will give corne intcresting details of the

Professor's owvn life, and hise xperienes in training.


