1853.]

to us that the use of national_funds-forany object within tho-provinea of
the Civil-Magistrate, can involvo-no-injustico fn-any-case” Dutfurther
on, itis.sad, * we are of upimon-that the exeting-catablhishients in-this
cmpiro ought to be removed, that it-is-wholly_mexpedient-in present_cir-
cumstances to-catl upon the-Government-of-Brfaun to grant reluzions en-
dowments—and:that 1f such ctidowments were offered to us as a Chureh,
1t-would be our bounden-duty to-refuse them.”  We faney it-would not
o casy properly to-reconale these tworpassages.  But-unc-thing: acems
plaun-enoughi, that-an-endowment would” b taken, if st conldhe had un
approved-terms. It is only-existing cstablishinenta that are mehyible ;
an-cndowment s only anexpedient 1 present erreumstances—implying
that were circumstances to become diflercat, there would bu no-olyee-
tion, but au eager readyiess to-hasten-back to -the uld alliancs with-the
State. It reinains, huwever, a-mere question of expediency (the most
shifting thing that can be, as it i3 too gencrally understood and acted
upon)-what this change_of circumstances might-be.  Poradvouture it gee
casionally floats- in-soino fond dreaming about-tha return once more of
palmy ceclesiastical times, which, however, minds awake-regard-as
among-joys departed nover to return.  Andhere agam.we are prompted
to pointout a stnking contrast between thoe plun, simple statement
gwen by all voluntary Churchies, and—may wo say so—the msty views
wo have just quoted. . Wo will also-venture to say that,1a the prnted
pamphilet of Minutes which-has-beenreferred=to, thers are, on-the sule
of the-United Presbytertan Church, articles stating fully, with reatforee
of clear, sirictly-logical, and seniptural reasomng, the views held by.that
‘body on the important powts that were discussed, It1s well known that
-these ablo articles were chiefly -drawn up by Mr. Proudfont's deceased
father,.then Professor of Theology to-tho-Umted Pregbytetian Church—
2 man, admitted by all who know. hum, to_have been-lughly- disimgunshed
forstrength of intellect, luminousness of thought and-expressivn, and
thorough straight-forwardnoss of-principle. Thesearticlesnever were
attempted to-be answered, and-wo-believe-are unanswerable.

5.-Once moro-we -crave permission to-say -that, notwathstanding the
foregoing-sentiments which have-been quoted, it comes out-from time

-to-tinte, in published documents-of our Legstature, that apphcations |-

are now and then made by-congrégations—in-thic Presbyterian-Chureh
of Caunads, for government grants of-land, as sites-to charches-and
other_congregational-purposes. And they-succeed ;-for our government
is wonderfully accommeodating-in ceclesiastical-matters, to-all and-sun-
dry who- petition them, Now, we hold that all-such doings, between
the sccular powers-and 2812 mmunities, are-part-and- pareel

tical-cc

of the system of endowment. Whatevernay be the amount, and whe- -
Tt-is going to

ther-it be in_money-or -lands, the-principle-is the satne.
the door of the State, and supplicating, give us of the things which
are-at your-disposal, to save-our pockets. And.il oneparty go, all
may -go—Episcopalians, -Roman -Catholics,- cvery one- who-chooses to
ask what _they desire, or think they .may obtain ;- znd none who have
reocived have any right to-find fault. Thero has been & great deal of
lovd -and -long talking-about & Church_having spiritual independence,
and at the same time being sustained-by tho-State. ‘The:thing=is-an
imposeibility, at any-rate, it-never yet-has béen realised.  In our hum-
blo_judgment, the Church’s-true independeuce-1s to ask no State fa-
vours, and so-come under no political obligations; meet her own
Yequirtments as to temporalitics, and-where help.is needed by the weak
Jot it be given by-the strong, prompted by-cknstian kindness. Thisis
our.voice_on the subjoct, though the reviewer-may call it-* the rabid cry
_of voluntaryism.”” No.matter;_it-is Scriptural truth,-and that 1s quite
cnough. Wo are of one mind, on this_point, with the-inspired-writers
of the New Testament, and wo could desiro nothing better and-more
honourable.

It is hoped, sir, that cnough has-been saidto vindicate tho-Rev. John

A. Proudfoot from the chargd of having aspersed-your Church, in having

said that her position and principles are undefinable in the aspect he
spoke of. He had no such intention. No feclings of ill-wall are enter-

tained by him, or any of his brethren, towards your Church. Wy would

all have rejoiced,-and-would still-rejoice, inunion with her upon-cnlizht-

-ened and fairly workablo-principles, -in accordance with the New Tes-
tament—sach union-as-was happily experienced, thirty-threo-vears ago,

botween the two branches of the Secession ;-and- such-union as-teok

place, a few-years past, with the United Secession and Relief-Churches.

Theeo unions have wrought admirably, because they were gone into upon
a basis formed under the-influcnce of 2 christian pirit; and- directed by
the-Scriptures. -One-precious result, out: of _many, is, that wow our

principles stand forth to public view-more-truly scripural and simplified
than ever they were -before.  We would-gladly-hail sach union in Ca-

nada. How much is it needed!  Far here,-whilo-thero is-a-varicty- of
classifications among evangclical christians, they arc alf small; and right

wnion would-be streagth ;-and we are surrounded -by masscs of spiritual

darkncss and-indiffercnce, and of earthly mindedness ; (o operate apainst
-which ali the combined cnergy andzeal-which-can be concentrted, are
demanded:  May tho Lord more-and morc pour out on us ull-lus loly
Spirit; working in-a spirit.of love, and of 2 sound-mind—making our

only contention to -be for the Faith once delivered unto-the saints—that-

it may flourish, extend-on tho right hand-and on the lcft, and transform,

with renewing of -maind, -the -people-of our country,-and of-the whole -

‘world.

‘PrirareTnes.
Apeil, 1833,

Ehe Sanainn Presbntectan Fagasine.

Miscellancons.
CHRISTIANETY AS A PHENOMENON.

Out-spread be fore-ug wo hats aswane of decp and pamtuliinterest to
all who belicve in the spintual saturg capabalitics, and destingy of man,
The soul-of humamty  pataly zodeedin, vuccrtaw, confusalio-its appres
hunsious—ampots ut an consciioe=—w il scarcddy as-tiadh-palsation-at
the heatt as to e assurmee that the spartk of hife hak vot_gone out—
the whale-world-of-mankind, Jete and Genule, learned-and unloarned,
envibized and harbaous, aline sncouscaus of, or wdiflorent-to, its rela-
uonship-to the-Father- of Spunts, aod the duies and_ploasures identified
with @ recogmien and approvian ol s gl s elrwcoer and perfeet
will. “I'ie worst symptom of the rad case 13, a total lack of apiritual
cnerry—a geennng absens of all mouve power adequate to insure a
healthy discharse of the funciins of e sersian, andsullles to- 1
}st the steady encroachments of disoaee.  The general tendeney of
thngscfrom-bad-to-warse 3 aud-the-meral malady, evon m the view of
1s mosrmng and-helpliss vietm, 18 boeenng desperate. Just at this
gloomy cnsis of man's-hustord, whon schizieas fath, hope, and love, aro
prostrate—wasted by an apparcutly swcurable atrophy —Jesus Christ, as-
suming to be cotmmisgiond- thereto by God huasdf, spends some threo
yenrs - Gallee and Judia, 1 founding a new-dispensation, and 18 then
put to death as-n blaspl rand amalefactor  What-he did, what-ho
taught, and-what-he suffercd dinng thase thireo brief yoars, becawo in-
stamly_a sprng of spratual hife o the world.  Drcamy, distonted, gro-
tesqie notions of Gand and hus purposes, ol man and-his destiny, give
placeto clearer, nobler, mure consstunt, more aaalhted views. -Con-
felence Tecoversats seagivanesy, aad exerts its all-conquering power.—
Society-feels its heart throb-with-new Iite.  ‘There has cvidently been
miusged-into-t an_clement of nervous vitahty, to-which-it-has been-Jong
a-stranger.  The spintual 1 man's nature, obedient to some.invisible
law, stenzsdes with the material, and proves its-title -to -supremacy, and
its competence to maintain it.  lafe gaing spon death. Sensibility,
power, cnjuyment, in_respeet to davine things, to trath, to righteousnem,

" to communton with the Ilighest, widen their dHrmmng, and the-lHmits

witlin which healihy action-gous-on are rapdly-colarged.  “Fherecis ro-
sistanca——but-to no purpose.  A-religrous fife-has been evoked, and can-
not-be stified by coarse and violent sucthods.  Nor seoff, nor threats,
nor sword, nor-sin, uot learning, nor philesophy, can put out-that-which,
but-a few years before, it scemud imposaible 1o -Kindle. Rome smiles
incredalously-at-fist—then feels in s own veius the tingle of spiritual
vitality—strugglesto expel-the strange invagton—and’is itself subdued.
Miich, perhaps, of what meets the cye 13 sympomatic only-; but beneath
it, and perceptible to unpreyudiced observation, there is. a sulatantial re-
-ality—a faith_that can-remove mountains—a_full assuranco-of hopo—tho
-hope of immortality—2 constraining aud-victorious love. As we watch
the-marvellous progress of this novel religivus-movement, aml mark-on
every hand the- indications of its-power and depth, wo-naturally ask by
what means and infldence it-is promoted.  Averting-our atteution from
everythingclauming-to be reganled as miraculons, we hinve nothing _left
bat-the eamest proclamation of-simple-nundid men-of certain facts und
doctrines of which-the departad Jesus was thecentre—no pewer of law,
no-influence of rank_and statiwn, no weorldly wealth, no flattering bait 10
the sensual-passivng, no politieal acts or promises anbodying the vain
wishes of-the-vulgar.  A-few men-agree-in testifying-to cerntain marvels
which they-cannot-but have-themsdves believed, and give such-additi-
onal-foree to their testimony as sanctity of life can-impart.  That is all
—literally all. But the spirital life which they generated by this scem-
ingly inadequate instrumentality, rapidly incrcases in volume, pamcs
to-all the principal seats of cultored-intclligence, posscsses, pervados, as-
sinitlates theny, and-establishes itself w-the world as-a-permanent-power.
Gradually, thereaction of Pagamsmeoppresses-it, and=along and-dreary
winter of pricsteraft drves that hife beaeath the surface of haman aflairs,
to manifest stsclf only here and there, a1 unftequent-intervals.  But
searcely does nmind.awaken_from the slumber-and-incoherent dreams of:
centurics, than tis same hie, nurtired- by tho-sune truths, and marked
by the same power as of old, bursts forth again. It remaing, to-this day,
tho aifongest moral element-of which we liave any knowledge. Num-
berless arcthenetances in which it grapples with human sclfishuess,
and-subdues it, as no other hnown agency dues or-can.  Countless_aro
the-disquicted-and-trembling -souls-which-it=suothes to-peace, and-into
the darkuess of-which-it radiates-a-¢ blessel-hope” It is-modifying for
good the spint of the umes—developing to an cxtent-surpassing all fors

mer precedent, man’s-nterest in, and-care -for, Tus fellow-man—temper-
ing-modérn civilisation with a_ gemal glow—aud bringing into more

‘healthful and-aduve play the héarts purest- and mont-disintérested affee-

shall bo muchanere-cxtensive—in which it shall possess the Inrger-part
of the-warld's population, and;by-the intelhigence;-enterprise, and-infla-
cneo with-which ithas become associated, undernume and overthrowall

tions. And xll present probabilatics pont to-a future, inwhich-ite saway

less vital-svstetin of religious Taith xnd-worship.—DLasis of Delief,-by
Edwerd-Aisll, M. L., London, 1833.

« I amrich enough,” saysPopo-to Swaft, “and-can afford 10 give
away A hundred-pounds = year. 1 will enjoy the pleasure-of what 1
give by piving-italive, and sceingnuother-enjoying-it. When-1-dic, X
should be ashamed - to-leave eagugh for 3 moenument,-if there werca

wanting fricnd above grouad.”



