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The erroncous were retained and protected, even while an act was passed

naturaily be expected, their procceding excited not & little jealousy and
i i lly fiom the Nanonal Judicatories,  ‘These liiethren,

which recommended an evangelical strain of preaching ; amd 3
thougls rejected by the people 10 whom they wete to minster, were 7eale
N

i v
and their adhicrents, wete mote and mare branded aa schismancs,—ae the
t nts of distutbing the hatmony of the Church, and exciting dive

ously supported.  Wlile such were the p ge of the Assembly, of
what avail was an enactment *aguinst the itrusion of nimsters imto
vacant C , and ¢ imendationa to Peesby s
sctlentents, in which it

adnutted that such iutrusiona are in digeet op-
postion to what has been tie priaciple of the Scottssh Church since the
Reformation,—exeept to involve that Court decper i mnconsistency amd
and guilt! (Testimony of the United Sceession Chureh.)

Inthe mean tune, & draught of a Judicial ‘Testsnony wae prepased, in
whicl: the Four Brethiren give a more extended extulntion than formetly
of their various grounds of complaint ; and of their views, fechngs, and
designs, in the prosceut:on of their immstenial labours,  The Secession
having onginatad 1n tesufying aganst existing and prevading cvile, it was
Inghly proper, that the reasons for thus testufying should be exhibited,—
that by embodying, in their public documents, the grounds of their past
and ptesent conduct, they might stamp upon the very constiation of their
A 3l of a Church for the truth in opposi-

the

tion to crror.

“ ITaving contmued wasting, and findieg from the conduct of the Ase
semblies of 1735, and 1736, that instead of reformmng, they were going
on in their backshding course, and that truth had gotten & new and deep
wound, particulatly by the conduct of the said Assembly of 1736, they
found themeclveaat last obliged to ennt their Act, Declaration, and T'esti-
mony, which bearsdate at Perth, December 3d, 1736, and which was pub-
lished in the beginning of the year 1737 (Wilson's Defence.)

Tn reference to this and similar publications, we have only to remark,
in general, thatit is in itself most reasonable,and much sanctioncd in tctip-
ture, that the faithful few should, in times of apostacy, reeur, both in their
private cxercise, and in their expostulations, to periods when rehgion was
more purely professed and iced, R P f thiskond ace famhar
to the prophets and disciples.  In the course of their admimstrations we
find them sometimes taking » view of the history of God's dispensations,
which they publicly declared for the hencfit of the Church.  Tius has like.
wise been the practice of reforming churches in all ages posterior to the
close of the times of inspiration, and the practice of the Church of Scot-
Iand in particalar. The fathers of the S had therefor
1he propriety and importance of which will not be ealled in question, for
reviewing the state and progress of telizion i their nauve conntry.

From the time that the Four Brethien resolved to cnter on gudicing
procedure, they felt themsclves at liberty to do what they could for the
reliefof persons beyond their own siated sphieres of labour; and thereore
to visit distant parts of the countey themselves, a8 well as to adupt mea-
sures for training young men for the holy numstrys  Wath a view to thie
fast obyect, the Associate Presbytery made chioice of Mr. Walson 10 be
professor of Theology to their anfant Church.  He, accepting of thus office
with much chiristian hesitation, yet with humble dependence on Divine
i(xacc, made immediate arrangements for entenng on s solemn duncq’
and signified his intention to give attendance during the months of March,
Apiil, and May, 1737, as the first Scssion, when he should admit students
properly attested, and endeavour to conduct thgir studies by Lectures,
Examinations, and the other usual exercises of a Theolugical course.

Althougl, as may well be supposed, Mr, Wilson underton’ this iinpor-
targ chasge full of humility, yet he performed its duties with much credit
10 himself, anit with much advantage to the Secession Churcht. e took
for his "T'ext-Book, the well known valuable Medulla of Profvssor Mark
of Leydon : and, as was thea comnton, sead his lectures, and conducted
the whole business of his Class, in the Latin language.  Uader him, the
first preachers licensed by the Associate Presbytery were ed J, as

1
prec: t:

wons and ammosiies.  That they should be thue reproached by those
agamst whose unfuthlulness they contended, was to be expected from
Tnman namre.  But it was far eaner 10 make ronnd aseeztione of sucl
charges, than 10 give proofs of theie teuth, and these virulent and feeble
atiempis were soon gepelled by Me, Wilson m e able Defence of Refor-
maten Prnciples,

In 1337 the Assaciate Presbytery received the acceasion of thiee riem-
bers, namely, the Rev. Ralph Erekaae of Dumbesmbine, the Rev, Thomas
Mair of Orwell, who joined the Four Beethren in February, and the Rev
Thomas Nairne of Abbotshall, who joined thent in September following ;
and in the mwnth of Jane, 1738, the Rev. James Thomeon of Burntisland,
also acceded to the Presbiytary.  The conduct of the Judicatories towarde
nien #o cininently uscful, and so blameless and exemplazy a« the Four
Brethren, and ihie ubstinate progress of the Assembly in theic sinfol meas
wures, account for these accessions to the Aesociate Preshytery, and for
the increasing strength of the Sccession, ®

“ When tue Judicatotics of a Church,” raid one of these biethren, on
aceeding to the Presbylery, *“ are eo far infatuated as to thrust out from
Church on hoth faithful 1 , because of their fathfulners,
and the purer past of her members who cannot go along with the conrses
of defection, but desite to keep their garments clean, and when the Judi-
catogiey continue thus to treat multitudes of the Tord's people, who, ne-
cording to the rules of the Church, stand debarred from Church commu.
nion for their non-submission to Intrusions, &c.,—~as this may be compa-
red to the case of a city or nation thrusting out their chariots and horsemen
from among them, even at a time when the enemy 13 not oaly entered
their bonders, but is wasting the country, which ia the present care, and as
thus sudden suin and destruction is loudly threatened,—so T reckon it both
duty and interest for me to adheze to, nnd embark with, those who ase in

“ this manner thrust out, especially, when they are essaying, vuder the con-

duct and inflacnce of the Spirit of the T.ord, to lift up a standard for the
Lord’s cause and truth, and against the enemy that is come in hke a
flood.” :

‘The Assembly of 1738, jealous, probably, of the increase and success of
the Secession, pasied an Aet, i y of the Sccedi ini
and empowering the Commitsion to serve each of them with a Libel.

In consequence, 1he Commisslon, which met in March 1739, put a Libel
into the hand of each of the cight brettien of which the Associate Prese
bytery by this time i ging their S their g
of the T y, their of Divine ordi to people in
different parts of the country, without the kuowledge or consent of the
ministers to whom they belonged, and their licensing one or smore 1o
preach the gospel, as high crimes, and citing them to appear before the
General Assembly at its ensuing meeting, to answer for theie conduct.
(Testimony of the United Seccasion Church ) In the month of May, 1339,
thercfore, when the Aswembly met, they all appeared as a constituted
Presbytery at her Bar, and gave in their Declinature, in which, exhibiting
their grounds of Seceasion, they dischaim the Assembly’s authority over
thent, and mantmn their own mdependent nght, Wherty, and determina-
tion, in the name of Chrst,—to watch over the interests of religion in the
land, and 1o prescrve, through Divine aid, the seriptural simplicity, purity
and order of God's House—in defending the doctrine, worship, govcm-'
ment, ana diserphine of the Church of Scotland,

It thus appeazs, that, for a very consderable time, the cause of the
Secession was pending, and the ultimate tssue of the process unknown
Duning the whole of thus peniod, the Brethren felt and recognezed their

1, % cl 1l oats,

Messrs. Gib, Swanston, and others, who all spoke of him with great
regard. The Divinity Hall, under Mz, Wilson, was in a short time more
numerously atended than any of those conducted by the Professors of
‘Theology inthe Scoutish Uni , with the exception of Edinburgl

with the A by,  They watehed her movements, waited

upon her Jeliberations with the deepest mterests, and they were at length
summoncd to her Bar.

Though the Assembly did not proceed to Depose the munsters of the

‘The conduct of the Four Brethren, in providing the means of Theolngi-
cal, education, and in all the former steps to which we have referred, was
prudent and honourable. I: was, from first to last, dictated by a consci-
entious desire for the best interests of religion ; and was wiscly adapted to
the circumstances of their own sitation, and of the times.  Yet, a8 might

Aswociate Presbytery, i 1y after the Decli in 1739, yet they
expressed their conviction that they menited deposiuion, and strongly cn-
somed the next General Assembly to proceed to 1t, uness the eizhit bre-
theen should retract, winch they declared they scarcely expected. The
cause of their delay seems to have been the strong leaming towards the
$Sccession among many of their own members, which, probably, produced



