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like history is seen abroad ? Our mis-
sionaries, like our home evangelists,
bring the convicted heathen in contact
with the crAcifled One, and from titis
contact they awaken into real spii itual
life, and joyously walk in the Spirit.
~But, as at home, nearly, if not ail the
ýteaching thereafter tends to discredit
this spiritual walk and bind tliern down
to the letter of the law as more impor-
tant than the voice of the Spirit in the
sou]. As aconsequencejoy in the Spirit
becomes confounded with the joy of
self-sacrifice, and obedience to the letter
tends to kill out the rapture whicb
cornes from the obed-ience of love. 0f
course, this resuit disappoints many,
sorne of whom give up in a species of
despair; others go off' in qit-cst of substi-
tutes aiiongst intellectual doctrines and
speculations, not a few beîng landed
thereby into open or ccncealed skepti-
cism.

0f course, many will fling at us for
being pessimiistic, but it wvil1 be easier
to pironounce a generalized condemnation
than to nieet the facts with logical re-
plies. Do we not expect to make of the
Japanese just sncb Christians as the
averuage of our cnurch members are at
borne? Do wve send out another kind
of Gospel than that wvhich is preachied in
our own pulpits ? Theý attenipt to reply
to, these pertinent questions will compel
assent to what we have above written
as true to, facts, however unpleasant the
facts may be.

A very suggestive incident was toid
by the speaker illustrative of sorne of
the thoughts we hb've bere penned. It
was of a Japanese lady who was con-
verted, andi then, on compulsion, niarried
to a heathen. The convert retained ber
spirituality and evidently won the re-
spect and indulgence of her husband to
a certain degree. For, -%vhen visited by
lier forme-" instructors, she informed
themn of bier continued peace of mmnd,
and of the fact that lier husband, wbo
was a kind of nmerchant, had yielded to
ber influence to the extent of promising
to give up tbe sale of liqnor w'ben the
Cther parts of bis 'business reacbed a
certain figure. Moreover, as she in-
formed them, she was not required te
attend to the business hersýelf on Sab-

bath, only on the comparative]y rare
occasions when hie was away from. home.
To the astonished question of ber
spiritual teachers as to the fact of ber
at any tine selling goods on Sunday,
bier simple reply was that she could. fot
help it. .Not long after this she died,
but the influence of her lufe and trium-
phant death wvrought so effectually on
her hushand's mind, that soon after hie
oenly embraced Ohristianity.

Such was the simple story. But wbat
startling questions it gives ri.se to
Here wvas a conveit Ieft comparative]y
alone wvitb God, and yet called upon
to settie one of the mnost tremendous
questions wbicb agitates Christendom.
Could she seli goods on Sunday, under
any circumstances and plea;ie God ? Evi-
dently she came to the conclusion, in
the presence of God, that in bier case it
was right, and in this hex Âaith,-she lived
a happy life and died a triumpbant
death, the influence of whicb lived after
her and bore fruit in the conversion of
ber heathen hu.sband. But ail evangeli-
cal churches, al] missionary boards, and
most, if flot ail, inissionaries, with singu-
lar unanimity would have unh.esitatingly
decided for her that dee,th itself, let
alone a husband's wvrath, would not be a
sufficient excuse for engaging in such
business on the Sabbath-day. Well,
then, why not face the legitimate consd-
quences of sncb a deliverance, and
assume that this convert disobeyed Qed,
lived and died in sin unless sorne death-
bed repentance supervenaed unkn own to,
others:, and that the husband was acted
on by a false Christianity; that, in
short, the incident does not beIong to,
Christianity, but to some spurions form,
thereof.

But behold now, thrcugh this incident,
the otrength of the bondage in which
thoughtful minds are placed, for if one
should dare to give forth bis opinion
that this youngy convert was taught of
the Spirit to act as she did, and that
af ter ail this was thte true and only
course for ber to take and preserve ber
conscience void of offencb toward Godl
and man, as also for securing the highest
possible spiritual. bentefits for lier bus-
band, immediately ortbodox Christen-
dom would arise in horror and anathe-
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