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CHAPTER XXXV.

{CONTINUED.)

But having known Lord Danby qute as
leng, if not longer, than your lordship bas,
and coapling bis late very distant belavior

~-urcely recognising me, cxcopt by a stiff,
f.ywal bow) with the present exclusion from
lus mothor's party, to whbom you all (more
recent aoguaintunces) aro invited, I must
L. wiltully blind not to perceive tho intended
slight,’

H In my opinton,’ observed Conyers, ¢ Will
%3 acting porfectly right, and if I saw any
man inclinea to cut e, I would eave the
necessity of our acqusintance dying such a
hngering death by cutting him dead at once.
vomo of theso grandees condescend to bo
very sosiable, and shake hands with us
c.udtry follows on our own ground, where
we may belp in their amusement of hunting,
ur serve them for electioneering purposes ;
but when they mest us in town, the fog, 1
suppose, provents them distinguishing such
insiguificant Lilliputiaus, except through a
magnifyiog glass, and then a very distand
oow is the only sign of recognition.’

* But I heard Lord Danby invite you to
tss ball myself,’ eaid Maloolm.

* Very true, my lord, nd the sanze honor
was conferred on Melville, Markbam, aund
others, in my hearing. Beauchamp's exclu-
sion, therefore, is more pointed ; and as I
uw one of those old-fashioned fellows who
act upon the love me, love my dog_principle,
apd consider a slight to my best friend a5 an
wsult to myself, the conclusion to which I
Liave come is very obliyious—the duchess will
not beincommoded by my presence to-night,
and Lord Dauby will be apared the trouble
of raising his hat to me for the fature.’

* By Jove ! Conyers,’ exclaimed Malcolm,
* you aro as licklish as Beaucbamp.’

* If by ticklish, my Jord, you mean sensi-
tive to anprovoked insult, or contemptuous
conduct towards myself or my friends, you
Liave jndged rightly of my character. Not
for one moment will X submit to either ; and
as Boauchamp cannot go to Castleton House
to-night, 1 cortainly sball not.’

* Then, what do you propose doing.’

Ob, wilulst you and the Jadics are ecan-
mug the beauties masculine aud feminine in
tgh hite, 1 will take Beanchamp tothogreen-
r.om, bebind the scenes, in Covent Garden,
and liave a look at tho beauties w low lifo,
aud fimsh up with a lobster supper*

I'lus conversation having commenced after
the dessert was placed on the table, Lady
Malcola now rose, leaving the gentlemen to
tuish therr discussiou, when Lord Malcolm,
taslinng to alter the two friends’ determina-
1o, and beginning to lose bus tewper, pro-
puscd yjoumng the ladies.  Lady Malcolm bad
reured to dress ; but Constance, taking Mal.
calm aside, began speaking to Inm 1w a low,
earncst tone, stating her  determination,
:mcir waat bad occurred, of not going to tae
ball.

* Pooli! nouscnse, my dear,’ exclaimed
Malcolm ; * you must not adopt your broth-
er s toohishi crotehiets ; surely my wishesought
to bo consulted now, as well as his, althongh
I certamly shall ask Danby soweo explana.
tions why hoe wi s not invited.'

* Un wy account,” said  Beauchawmp, who
-.verheard theso worde, * 1 must beg, Lord
Maleolm, you will uot even hint at an _ ex.
ylanation, as I neither require, nor will I
sceeptany  Lord Danby aud 1 understand
- ach vthicr guite well enoagh  already ; aund
1w, my dear Constance, you must do 10
leuce to your own proper feclings, in aking
vour brather's part, by complyimng with my
desire to accumpany  Lady AMaleolm to the

ball.’

¢+ Iudeed, William, I had much rather
not go, pleaded Constance; ‘and Lady
Malcolm bins been kind enough to excuse
ne.

* My dear girl,” replied Beauckamp, * for
Lady Maleolm s sake, who bas, no doubt,
accepted the wvitalion ou your account and
Llanche's, Lmust desire yor. will go, so

-

with Aunt Gordon instead.’

*The promise is yours, although you know
there was no oocesion to ask it ; and I thank
you, my own dear William, for resigning
your amusement to ploase me. 1 shall not
forget your kindness ;' saying which, she
tripped out of the rvom.

Conyers being engsged in_conversation with
Mrs. Gordon, Blancho and Beauchamp had
au uninterrupted tcte-gs-tete.

*Well, Beauchamp,” cxoclaimed Conyers,
* what does Blanche thinx of our intended
visit to the green.room to-night 2 A little
fillip of that sort was not out of place, a8 she
appeared to tako it so coolly, going to Cas-
ticton House, without uttering a syllable, pro
orcon.’

¢ Poor child | what could sho bave said ?'
acked Mis. Gordon, * 1n her present situa-
tion ? But I can tell you, William, that she
does fuel very acutely, and so do I, Lord
Dsuby's behaviour lo you, and you may rest
assured she will resent it also.’

+] am glad to Lear it,’ replied Conyers,
¢ for I hato half measutes with friends or
lovers, and Malcolm has fallen fifty per cent.
in my cstimation, by trying to throw dust in
Will Beauchamp's eyes.’

*Charles is very perverse sometimes,’
added Mrs, Gordon ; ¢ and ke felt to-night
his inother could not well decline going to the
duohess's first ball ; but we shall find him
different to-morrow.’

* I hops so,” said Conyers, ¢ or he'll find
me very different for the time to come, and

80 I shall tell him plainly enough. I don't
like being told black is white ; but the fact
is, Beauchamp, you and I have outstayed
our welcome ; and our visits to Grosvenor
Square have ceased to b agreeable.’

* Who told you so, Mr. Conyers ?’ asked
Maloolm, having, unperoeived, entered the
room.

¢ My own common sense, Lord Aslcolm,
tells me that when an old, tried triend's con-
duct for acting oonsistently and uprightly is
ridiculed and pooh-poohed, as your lordship
has thought proper to do this_evening, his
presence can be no longer desirable.’

+1 do not choose to be dictated to, Mr.
Conyers, by yon or any map, in the counrse I
ought to pursue.’

+ I have ncver vontured to dictate to your
lordship since the time I took the liberty of
giving you a fow lessons in riding and other
athletic exerciscs ; and thesz, perhaps, are
pooli-poohed now &s antiguated precepts.’

+ 1 shall never forget your many acts of
kindness to me when a boy, Mr. Conyers, or
thoso of late years, replied Malcolm, con-
sideravly mollified.

* Very well, my lord ; then if you will
balance thew agamnst the attentions I have
roceived from Lady Malcolm aud yourself
since my short stay 1o town, our acconnt per-
haps wx{l stand nearly cancolled. Aund now,
my lord. as yoa prefer new acquaintaees ‘o
old faces, Beauchamp and myself propose
returmicg home to morrow.’

¢ Stay, Conyers, as Lo was rising to leave
the rootn, * I cannot part thus with one who
has been > mo liko an clder drother. What
would you havo mo do 2’

¢ Nothing, my lord. You know as well as
mysel§ what you ought to do; and if you
havo that rosvect and regard for Will Bean-
champ and bis sister which you profess, you
kuow perfoctly well what your bebavior
should be to any man who had dared to pass
a premeditated slight wpon veur futere broth-
eran-Jaw; and now, Mrs. Gordon,' said
Conyers, shaking ber by the bavd, ‘I must
wish you good-bye, and beg you to thauk
Lady Malcolm for all her kinduess and  hos-
prtality,” with which o hastilyleft the room,
exclayming, ¢ Come, Beauchamp, I will waut
two mindtes for you in the hall.’

Beauchamp rose quickly, aund, taking
Anut Gordon'’s band, said—

* 1 ghall call to-morrow at twelve to see
Lady Malcolm, and wish Coasiance good-
bye before I leavo town.’

¢ And won't you wish me good-night ?*
asked Malcolm, as he was turning towards

$ue door. . )
* Yes, Malealm,' oflering bis band, * T do
jsh + oond picht, and reore bave
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alcolm and Constanes had both left, and | p

room, Lord Mideoloa, obssrving his auni's
geave looks, said thiey had resolved on_going
to the duchess's ball, chiefly to ssosriaiu the
truth of Beauchamp's surmises ; and, if cor-
reot, they should leave withing the hour.
Mrs. Gordon taking no netios of this remark,
Malcolm remarked, * Does not this proposal
lease yoh, aunt ?'

¢ It is of little consequence what pleases
me, Charles.’

¢ Then you think, aunt, I suppose, we
ougbt not to go at all ?*

“There was no reply, as at this moment
the carriage was announced ; but Malcolm,
on takiog his mother's arm, said—

* Weo shall be home in an bour, aunt, if
you will sit up till we return.’

CHAPTER XIXXVL

On ther arrival at Castleton House, Lords
Agyishire and Danby were waiting near the
door of the reception-room, and asked
Blanche tor the honor of her hand. Lord
Ayrshire, being the first, was not refused.

* May I plead for the seound, then, Miss
Douglas ?' inquired Lord Dzuby.

¢ I cannot engage myself for mora than

colm irtends ramaining & very short time,’
with which she and Constanc . passed or to
be presented to the Ducheas, Lord Ayrshire
following, who, after the ceremony of intro-
duction, offered his arm to Blanche, Lord
Danby, directly afterwards meeting Mal.
colm, remarked on Miss Douglas’s cool ra-
oeption of him, and asked it he kuew the
cause.

¢ Why, to tell you the truth, Danby, Miiss
Beanchamp feels hurt at her brother not
being 1nvited to your party ; and these two
girls, having been brought up together as
sisters, share in each other's feelings and
fancies ; aud au indignity offered to one is
felt by the othe other.’

¢ Oh, indead, Malcolm, it was quite an
oversight of my own in not senlding Mr.
Beauchamp a eard for the occasion; but,
trom bis almost living in Grosvenor Sqasre,
I though he would consider himself included
in the invitation to your family.’

¢ Wonld you have presented yoursolf at
any house, where you were almost & strang-
aor to the heads of the family, on such an im-
plied invitation 2
* Why, I scarcely know, Malcolm.’

* Then I can tell you that Beauchamp is
quite as proud as yoursell ; and baving over-
heard you ask Convyers and Melrille, he, of
course, coucluded he was purposely ox-
cluded.’

* Ob, quite an oversight, Malcolm! I am
sorry he should take offence ; but our rooms
are not spacious enough to contain al our
country acquaintances.’

* Depead upon it, my lord,” replied Afal-
colm, nettled by this confirmation of Beaun-
champ's well-grounded deductions, * they
will nover be largo enough to contain Will
Beauchamp ;' with which he tnrned away ;
and seecking Blanche, who was dancing,
whispered, * Beauchamp is richt. We shall
leave as soon 88 tho carriage arrives; so it
with my mother atter this quadrille, and 1
will join vou directly it is announced.’

Lord Danby muttered to Inmself, ¢ Con.
found that Beauchamp 1 he 18 ever in the
way somewhere, and I suspect it is all irue
about his engagement to Miss Douglas ; but
I will find it out ;* and hovering near her, he
again renewed his suit for the next dance,
which was again declined. * How have 1
bueen so unfortunate as to incur your dis.
pleasuge, Miss Douglas ? Is it beczn-»> f

omitted to invito Mr. Beanch vz s« Ta',

¢)lm has been telling me *

* I bave informed you, 1oy 16.J, tut Laldy
Malcolm bas ardered the c.zr'syuse s o iy,
and my cousin begged me 0 mrm vuth
tyis mother untilii armives, s+d >t zee pt
another partner.’

*And I can answer,” reph ¢ L-rl Ay

shire, ¢ that shobasrefuseda - . Icer-

y S € e b n -y

one dance,” wag the reply, ¢ as. Lady Dial-

which I fear is tho case frem wnes T =l -y

LAy

or dove could destroy our regard for each
other !'

¢ Then, Charles, be more cautions for the
future, and bear in mind that true friendship
admits of no assumed superiority of one per-
son over auothier ; you huve sssumed that
superiority ; and observe, it is, as X say, as.
sumed, since in not one single partioular are
you superior o him you condescend to call
your friend ; no, not even inp——-'

¢ In what ?* inqured Lord Malcolm, a8
his aunt stopped shor,

¢« I was going to reveal what, perhaps, J
ought not to have meationed ; but a3 thisis
the last time I shall ever address you on this
subject, I will trast to your honor aot to dis-
cloge the secret without my permission.’

¢ It shall be strictly observed, aant; so,
pray, procoed !’

¢+“Phen, William will become, on the death
of an old relative, now near ninety, Lord
Beauchamp ; and his worthy father, Earl of
Annandale.’

* \What I' exclaimed Maleolm, in astonish-
ment ; ¢ are you serious, Aunt Gordon ?'

¢ I was never more 5o, Charles.’

* Then why has he never sonfided this to
we ?’

¢ Because he Lias seen lately that you re-
jected his confidence.’

Malcolm paced up snd down the room in
‘violent sgitetion, exclaiming, ¢ What a fool !

what & madman I bave been !’

* Pray, Charles,’ said Constance, placing
‘her-band on his arm, ° pray, do ot sgitate
yourself thus ; all will be explained, I hope,
to-morrow.’

¢ Yes, my dear girl, indeed it shall ; for I
feel now how deeply I have wronged your
brother, or he had never withheld bis con-
fidence from me ; and youn, Cunstance, you
have known this secret 2

¢ Yes, Charles, on the condition I did not
divalge it aven to you.’

* And Blanche, too ?'

¢ Of course, Charles.’

¢ To three women has Bosuchamp, then,
entrusted its k2eping, but not to me I’

¢ And it has ceased, therefore,’ rejoined
Mrs. Gordon, * to be & wonder, that a wo-
man can keep & secret '

* Yet I have kept one secret inviolably !’
added Malcolm.

¢ Yes, Charles, you have ; although poor
Blanche has often trembled when 1ts dis-
clusure appeared hovering on your lips.’

¢ Ay folly and thoughtlessness have been
sufficiently punished now, dear sunt, to for-
bid a repetition of tuat badinage which has
caused terror to my cousin, and misery of
heart to my friend. Will you forgive me,
dear Blancue, for the anxiety I have so
thoughtlessly caused you 2’

¢ Indeed I do, dear Charles,” taking his
profferred hand, ¢ with all my heart.’

¢ Suank you, my dear girl ; it shall never
be repcated ; and can you forgive me also
my upjust, unpardonavle conduet to that
notje-uunded, generous fellow, who, of all
men I bave ever yet known, 18 alone deserv-
ing of your love 2°

* Willingly, most willingly, dear Chrrles,
do I zorgive all that needs torgiveness irown
me I

* And now, dear Aunt Gordon, I thank
you most beartily for removing *he veil from
10y eyes, and showing me the many faults I
108sess.’

* Not wany, Charles, I am happy to say ;
vnly learn heneetorth to respect the feehuys
ano opinions of others, if yon wish them to
respect yours.'

* Let my tutare conduct prove the Ceep
contnition I fecl for the injustice I have done
iny frienys ; sud now, aunf;’ rioging the
i rull, *I will order up some wine and water
« {1r theso dear girls, who have baen worried
';‘uo_x:'_zh to-might, and then we will all retire

o >3t .
[ The next day Beauchamp kept his ap-
Twha'rkaent wits Mrs. Gordon, aund armving
& Fro~venor Square about twelve o'clock,
was whered into the drawing-room, where
i Lady . iz'tolm was sitting with her son, Mrs.
i Qordst, and the two girls, After shaking

wanis wila all, he approached Lady Malcolw

overy {eoli
ol my heart prompts me to do ; but, ind

at is best for us all that I should now leavs
yuu, although if, at the end of a fortnight,
i:n wish to recall me, your summons shall

obeyed.’
B A d%\:ble kmock a:kibe door being heard,
eauchamp rose qui and wished

Malcolm good-by%. o Lads

¢ Come with me into the next room for 2
foew minutes,’ exclaimed Mrs. Gordon ; the
girls and wyselt must trouble you with a few
commissions. You are acting qnite right,
oontinned Mrs Gordon, when the door was
closed : ¢ and much as we shall lament your
absence, I approve your resolution to go,
itis quite necessary to convince Charles that
your feelings are not to be outraged with im-
punity, although I believe his conduct hu
only proceeded from thoughtless wayward:
ness. And now, my dear boy, not to prolosg
the misery ot parting, God bless you, good-
bye ; write to me to-morrow, and let me
know how your father it, and ride over to
the Priory to see how things are going on
Llanche and I are tired of London, =i
_sha.ll soon veturn;’ then folding kim
in her arms, Mrs. Gordon rnshed from ths
room.

It was some littte time before Beauchsmp
could tear bimself away from Blanche, whost
teaxs and soba choked all utterance.

* My own, dear, precious gixl, do not gin
way thus,’ he murmured, pressing her to ks
heart; ¢ on my word of honor, I promis
¥ to return any day you wieb, if only fx
a fow hours, to eee you and Constance. Yow
summons shall be obayed withont an box’s
delay ; a0 if yon require. my presence, pwr
mise ] t:ﬂ Ytito me witgont fail.’ a

romise to do s0, my own, .

loved Wilﬁsm.' oy oy

¢ Now, then, dear girl, favewell ;' and wil
another fervent embraoce bestowed on ber sad
Constancs, Beanchamp was gone. Lord Mal:
colme used every entreaty in vainto divertbis
friend from his purpose.

¢ It must be so now, Maloolm,’ was his 1e-
ply; *but I have promised your mothe
to retorn at the end of a fortnight, if sh
senags me an invitation ; but really now
must spend a few days with my father, who ~
has been so long sulitary in tue country ; ©
good-bye, my dear Malcolm, sud take oare
of those two warm-heaxted, affectionategids, .
for my sake. They have had oo wmuch gairy
lately ; and if you will oblige me, do noi ik
them go to more than two or three partim:n
the week—indeed, they cannot stand iLis
unceasing round of dissipation. Am I ssking
too great a favor, or will it offend Lady Mat-
colm, to decline some invitatiozs for themon
my account 2’

* My dear fellow, the three partiess week
shall be strictly attended to,” replied
Malcola., *if I offend all London. The thret
parties 1, week shall not be exceeded—thers
is my hund apon it

¢ Many thanks, Malooln, for your pio-
mise, and I hope you will now walk withms
to the stables, as I purpose riding home with
Conyers, who has, I fear, been kept waitng +
there a lopg time.’

CHAPTER XXXVIL

After having made up his difference with
Conyers, and seen the two friends in toer
saddles, Masaleolhn returned to GrosvenX
Square, and found his mother_ alone, 3%
Gordon having taken the two girls fora quiet
drive 1n the coanntry.

+ Beauchamp, my dear mother, bas oo
missioned me to entrust-two secrels to 36
keeping—ono being considered of too it
moment for any woman {c preserve.
firat is, tbat he is heir presumptive fo 88
carldom~—the other, that he is in love Wi
Blanche, and she with him.’ .

¢ The latter, Charles, I have long suspect
ed ; but the former I ama surprised 0
although well aware that the IBesushamps
are of & very old and high family.’ .

After a full explanation on these pointh
Maleolm added, ¢ Now, my dear moldes




