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But, sir, would any of your able correspondents have the gooduesd
to tell us (if they can) why it happens that Protracted Meetings are
8o very popular with the mere worldly and irreligious part of society,
seeing we tind that one day, or 2 féw kours spent in the worship of
God, on the holy sabbath which he has appointed, is so unpopular,
and so much disliked by thém? The Sabbath of thesLord ! than it,
what is miore wearisome to them. What then wonld have been the
case, and how would such have felt if God had or should appoint a
protracted Sabbath of four, eight, or fourteen days? FHow comes it
to pass, then, that eight, tén, or fourtéen days’ meetings are so cried
up, run after, and desired by them? There must be n existing
cause, hut can it be good, can it be spiritual, can it be holy ? Nay,
nay ; for the Apostle says the carnal mind is enmity against God ; nor
can it be love of religion, nor of the service and worship of God that
makes those meetings pleasing and popular with the above characters,
but some other cause. I wish some one would say what that cause is.
Supposing, then, that instead of the present method of conducting
Protracted Meetings, these characters were called upon to spend
four days, eight days, or fourteen days in their closets, with their
Bibles and their God, in humble contrition for sin, and supplication
for mercy to themselves and others,—I do not say all the days, but
Jjust as much of each as they would be ready and pleased to spend at
the Protracted Meeting, would the same rage and readiness be
manifested as is for the present method? Alas! not, and yet who
will deny but that this latter is the most certain way to obtain and
secure the blessing of God upon kis ordinances, and a ¢rue revival of
religion in his churches. OnEGA.
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