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ghould find the rettection of bis smiles, and an addi-
tional chuunel in whick his love might flow? Oh,
what checrfulness, strength, and pleasuve, did the
primitive Christinnsveap trom the unity of their hearls
in the way and worship of Gad! Nexbto the delight
of immedinte commmnion with Ged kimselt, none like
iliat which avises from the harmonions excrcise of the
graces of the saings in their mutual duties and com-
manion one with another,  IHow are their spivitsdilat-
ed and refreshed by id What & lively emblem is
there of heaven! the court of princes afford no such
delights.”*  To the joy= of eternal conununion would
be added thece of oxternal trinmph.  Our joy wonhi
be the joy of harvest—a harvest of immortal souls
gathered in to Christ ; the joy< of angels over one re-
pentittz sinser, maltiplicd by the nunthiers which would
then be added unto the Lord daily : the jay of Christ
himself, for which he endured the cross, despising the
shame—ior in his satistaction aud glory we shonld
find our owg.  Of such a Chareh God himself wonhl
not be ashamed. Answerisg, as it would, e Divinein-
tention, he wonh! prancunce it good. 1le would re-
Joice aver it withsinging,  In the light of his connte-
nance would begin itamillennial day.  Nothiug that
conld add to its prosperity wonld he withbeld, No
gift that could enrich it, no honvur that could dis-
tingish it i the eyes of the world, would be deemed
too costly to confer. * A great veice aut of heaven
would be heard, saying, Rehold, the t.bernaele of God
is with meg, a4 he will dwell among them.”

XXIV. And is it of all this that our divisions are
depriving us ¢ They are depriving us of more—of all
that happiness whick the fruits of our union would
produee i the final judgment and in eternity. Aceord-
ing to St. Panl,in the fourteenth chapter of his Bp stlv
to the Romans, the subject of var present divisions i<
to came wnder exiumtnation at the jndgment-seat of
Chiriet,  JVeeo we are.persuming to judze eaeh other
then he will sit in judgment onws all.  We shialt find

- aurselvesassogiated then with mauy of those whomwe
now condemn, - Aud will it detract™nothing from sur
bliss to remember that on earth we refused them onr
communion, aveided them, contributed nothing what-
evey towarids the acquisition of that spiritual execllrnee
in which they will then cclipse the sun? We are to
suppoxe, not only that bellevers tndividually, but that
entire chirehes will reap the resudt of their collective
ufaluess, in an award of collective happiness  And
wiit it detract nothing from our felicity to remember
that we knew little of colleetive usetuluess? o see
thist the additional crown which we should have wan
a< co-workers, as party-workers we have lost? Accord-
inz to the sane apostle, when writing to the Thessa-
lonians, in the passage we have before cited, the union
of Chiristinns now witl be a areat augmentation of their
bappiness then. He prayed for that union, Yto the
cnd thesr hearts may be establishal a holiness before
God, cven our Father, at the eoming of our Lord
Jesus Christ with all his sainte”  Now when hie shal.
86 * come to be glorified in his saint=.' one of the facts
relating to them whicl wil} redound to his glory will
he, that he should have made them all one in himself.
But if their unien ther will add lustre to his glory,
will it add nothing to the happiness of thoese among
them who shall be able to remember that they hon
owred bim in the same way here upon carth?  That
they here preseated to the world the heavenly spee-
facle of 2 united Chureh? On the otlier hand, will 5t
detract nothing frot aur joy to remombder that we bad
{o di¢ before we would unite with niove than a party?
that we left the Chureh as divided as we fouud it ? and
that our departure was sctually thedeparture of au
obstacle to union ?

Aud are our divisions thus casting their shadows

¢ Flavel,

forwards inlo eternity 7 Are the not only impairing
bur happiiess and ucefulness now, but even threatea-
ing to dim th lusture of the crown which shall he ax
signed us then?! - And for what? Wha is to be the gain-
er? What is the compensation?  When is it to aeerae,
Asgemble the Church, and ingnire.  Surely, if an ad-
veatage is over to vesult, it mast by this time have sy~
peared.  Fifteon hbuudred yoars have heen allowed the
Church to try the meritsof division. Sumwmon the
vrrions parties, and learn what these merits are, Alas!
semeof them are emhroiled too deeply toheed the eall.
And of thes that da, some refuse to approach lest
they should be contaminated by the toueh of auother
deaomination ; while the rest, estranged from each
ather, exhibit signs of mutual jealousy aud destrust.
Aad is this the religion of love, in praise of whose
featernel anid cympathefic «pirit iuspiration prepared
as loftiest sfrains?  How hag i gracious spivit eva

porated! and whether has it fled? Are these the des-
cendants and representatives of the men whao were 50
vich in their afiections, and lavish of their all for
Christ, that hostility Hself was often disarmed, and
thelr encnties turned into admiring friends; Js this
the Clmreh which was ta be made transparent by the
eusheined glovy, 4o repel the presumptiions approach
to tuvite adiration, and to find in its unearthly ex-
cellence its lustre and defence?  Alas, its divisions
have made it the seorn of the world; bave often pro-
cecced to such extremities that the world itself, atter
luakinyg on awhile in desertion, bas at length interfer-
ed in paty to part the combatants,  Is this the Church
which was to advance like n bannered host, carying
with ber the sympathies of the groaming creation,
wathering up trophies at every stop, and returnivg at
tensh from the eiveuit and conguest of the world, la-
den witl smany erowns for him who had caused ber to
teiwaaph W every place?  Alus, how often, and towhat
2 wide extent has she herself been worsted —warsted
and disgraced, till Imposture has dared to thre:}ten
her with extinction—Popery has carieatared her like-
aess aud successtully passes in_ler stead—Infidelity
points at her © the slow unmoving finger” of scorn—
and no form of error, vo system of deception, deemsit~
8 It too tmpotent to contend with her, Loo mean to vie
with her, or too insignificant to be aceepted in ber
stead ! Is this the body which was to be made one by
the inhabiting and all-pervading Spirit; and of whose
unity the maost intimate and compacted objeets in cre-
ation were considered the most appropriate emblems?
Alas, the body is so distocated, dismembered, and
mngled, aud the diyyecta membra so scattercd, that it
has become arother vision of dry boues: and apether
resnrreetion which shall bring bone to his bone is alone
adequate to its condition! And was it for this that
Divinity and hunsanity et in the person of the Son
of Gad? Wasit for this hic bowed his liead wupon the
crose, and died to show that God is Love? Wasit for
this ke institated o Church prayed tor its unity, eu-
dowed i with his Spirit, aud gave to it the field of
the world for the ccone of its triumphs? tlur hwarts
feel that it wasnot. The sighs of mumbers mourning
inseeret over the blighted peace, the prostrate energy,
the himabled bonaur of the Church assure us that it
was not. Al the nureclaimed, neglected, perishing
portions of the world, protest that it was not. Shame
—cqual shame—on the Jews who crucified the Son
of (Giod, aud ou Christinns whe, inthe person of hisme-
bers, have for sges beer cruci{ying him afresh, nad
are still putticg him to an openshame. Blessed Sa-
viour, we need that thou shonldest add to the prayer
for the unity of thy disciples the prayer for thy muc-
derers, “ Father, forgive them, for they kuownot what
they do.”?

Well might the apostles so pa.ssios'mte!y beseech the
members of the Corinthian church, by the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ, to beal there divisions. Supposing
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