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lit rature, of a character and oe.cellence herctfore
unknoiwn, and inferior te no'class of prôductions in
adaptation to the end.

Il Ib is profession, Mr. Gurnoy followced in the
footstcps of bis father. \Vhile bis eider brother the
]ate Mr. Baron Gtîrney, adoptcd the profession of the
Lawv, and attaincd cinnnce both as a barrister and
as a judge, lie devoted hiniseif to tic cultivation of'
the stcnographic art, in % wiliieh so for excelled-alI
otjers, th at, at au carly age, lie ivas appointed short-
hand-writor to thp Ilouse of Lords, and, nt thic head
of a select body of assistants, discharged the duties
of that distinguishced office in person so long as hecalth
and strengtli perinittcd. The emoliimentsiwore somne-
times excecdingly largo, and rnay serve to account
for tie munificent liberality wîth whchi hoe contribu-
tcd to tho nuniorous religions and benovolent institu-
tions whichi etijoycd bis sympathy and support.

"lTo the religions public hoe was best known, per-
hanps, as Trensurer ofthe Baptist Missionnry Society.
rlis fatlier was i dencon o? the Baptist churchi in
Maze P'ond, thon under the pastoral care of the ex-
cellent Mr. Douc Ik 'is net wondcrful, therefore,
that a sonu ldo hand tak-en so muchi intorest in the
religions instruction of bis poor neiglibours, should,
on the formation of the Baptist Missionary Society,
have throîn n bis cnergics into titis brandi of religions
iisefuîlniess also, with se înuch onergy as te atti'act
the attention of its original promoers. Mr. W. B.

Gurney eventually becanie the Tronsuirer o? Uic
Societyý; the duties of whlîi office, in Inter years, lie
lias shared i% itît Mr. (,îow Sir) Samnuel Morton Poto.
lu bis bauds it was no more mattor of finance. Not
mûore for the largcness and frccjuency of bis pet.uniarv
contributions, than for the zeal witlh whieh hlieontered
inito aIl tho Society's plans and procoedings, and the
active part wlilîielî he took in c xciting a Missiùnary
feeling. especially nmong the yonng, both in Sunday-
schools and in private fanîilies, was it manifet fliat
his wlîole heart and soul were engaged ln difl'using
the Gospel.

'Mr. Gurney belongcd to a dlass o? pions lnymen
of whomn but few representativos survive. Ris reli-
gion wvas intenscly practical. Possessed of strongý
sense, and sclîoed in methodical habits, lio nlways
took a plain, busincss-like view o? every cubjeet un-
der bis coasideration, aîid approacbed bis point o?
aima by tlic simplest means andti Ui dircctest route.
The acutcness of bis penetration, bis long experienco,
and thec naturil tendency o? iiien lcss verseti in affaire
to defer to bis sound judgînent, may sometimes have
given te his conduet the appearance o? prcfcrring bis
0w-n opinion wvith little regard te tlie opinions of
others. But tlîis was only in appearance. Rlis con-
victions of dîîty werc so stroîîg, and bis obediencel
te tbemn so prompt andi implicit, flint, hati not the
sineerity of bis character given plaianess andi di-
rectness to bis admonitions, hie might, nèvertbcless,
bo saiti te have acquircd a titie to stimulato tlie lag-
ging zeal of the Churcb, as, in fact, lie nover liesita-
ted! to do, "lwitiî groat plainness of speec1j." As a re-
ligiouc; pbilantlîropist, hie united the m~unificence (J
the prince with the unestentatiousnccs of the
peasant, and did great thinga with as littie ap-
parent consciousncss o? their hcing great as if hoe hat
been performlng the înost ordinary acts. Ris naine
will go dewn to posterity wlilî the names of Robert
liaikes, John Rloward, and Thomias Wilson, ivliose
varieti excellences were comb incti in bîim, ivith a ivis-
dom in counisel flot less admirable thian bis zeal in
action or his liberaîity ln giving.1'

One-fourth part of all chiliren die before flic age
of seVOfl years.

MEITIONS AGAINST CIIURCII RATES.
Sir William Clay having given notice, as wo statcd

in our last, that hoe iill, on tic 201h instant, movoe
for leave to bring iii a bill enUîrely ahiolishing thurch
rates, thoso who intend te lietitien iii its faveur
sbould do so withotit dolay. Wc slîould liko te hear
that every churcli in the denoinination bnd donc so.
We give the folloîving as a forni of petition i suggcst-
ing, at tlîe sainù timo, that it shoulît bc regardcd as a
guide in tlic preparation o? others rather than bc
elosely ?ollowed*.-
"ITo TUE iloNounAnLE TUE COMMONS 0F GREAT BU Nî~x

AND Iî1ELAND IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMII3LED.
The Pcdtion of a Congregation of BaiptsC Iuscn1ý1îng

tn-
Shieth,

That your petitioners regard -with much satisfac-
tion a Bill1 now before Parlianient for tho entiro abo-
lition o? Chnrcb Rates.

Titat your Petitioners beliovo snch a miensure te'
ho iînperitively required, botth by the suite of public
opinion, andi by the evident bati effeets of the present
system ini producing and fomcnting division and illI-
wvill.

TVint it appears to vour Potitioners tîjat the recent
Consus, cspecinl ns if shows the extent to Iwhieh the
places of îvoreliip of ail religions denoininations have
for tho latst fifty years been multiplied itn¶l kepit in re-
pair by voluntary contributions, conelusively estab-
lishies the safety of exclusive rehiance on.that prin-
ciple.

TVint your Petitieners are sntisfied.thnt the-legisla-
tive support o? religions opinion is false in principle,
andi iiivarinby injurions in practice ; andi look te the
Qpeedy abolition of Cliurcli Rates ns an carnest of the
adoption hy the Legislature o? tlic truc priuiciples of
religions freedoîn. 1

Vour Potitioners therefore pray your Ronourable
IIousV te pass the Bill1 lor the entire abolition of
Church Rates as spcedily as may be.

And yonr Petitioners will ever pray.
Tiie'follewing practical directions may be of utili-

ty :-Peitions must ho la iriting. Bnch petitiondr
must sign lis own naine only, and at least.one sigba-
turc muet bceon the shoot centaining tic petitioq.
Petitions may ho sent post free te peers or inembers
o? parliament, if inclosed iu g paper open at boti ends,
and marked IlPetitions."

The following !s a copy o? Sir W. Clnfs Bih11. Thc
words printe in luialics are proposeti te be 1usQrted in

"Micerons, Clinrcli-ratcs have for some years
ceasid te ho madie or collected ln îwaiy parishes,
by renson of the opposition ihierete; andi in xnany
vther parishes wbcre Church-r.îcs have becn4 made,
tic levying thercof lias given risc te hitegation and
ill-fceliug:. anti bereas if is expeaient tbat the
power te make Church-rates -hîall ho aholislieti hob
if therefore enacteti by the Qncen's înost excellent
.)ajcsty, by arid v !th the advite andi conbent of the
Lords Spiritual andi Temporal, andi Ceaimouns, in thie
preseat Parliament assembleti, and hy flie authority
o? the samne, as folews-

I. Front and after the pa3uing of tii Act, îo,
Chu reli-rato ho matie or lçviod in any parisi in Eng-
land anti Wales.

il i. Pro videti always, that in any parish whcre a
sum of monoy lias Mer the pasùzg of lits .Act been
lcgally borroweti under the provisions o? any Act of
Parlianiont, on the security o? Churcli-ratos te ho
madie anti levietin u ch parish, sucit rates xuay stiUl
bo madie andi levicti under the provisions anti for thse


