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Jupz, v. 3. * Yeshould carnestly contend
for the faith which was oace delivered to
the saints.”

Controversy has, to a less or greater de-
gree, existed, in every perviod of ecclesiasti-
cal history. It has dealt with subjects of
every deseription, the most impormm and
the most trivial, the most sublime and the
most insignificant. It has ranged through
the wide field of theology. It has discuss-
ed the being of a God, v 1th all his exalted
attvibutes ; it has enquired into the decrecs
of heaven nnd the mysteries of predestina-
tion ; it has debated the difficult metaphy-
sical question of liberty and necessity ; and
it has condescended to reasen about the
commonest duties and obligutions of man ;
in short, there is no suhject into which it
has not ventured to pry amd which i has
not examined thoroughly. '

Some maintain that controversy, and es-

pecially religious controversy, is attended.

with greater evil than good, and have gone
50 far as to say, that to engage in it is un-
lawful, or at least inconsistent with the
spirit of the gospel. It often takes a one-
sided view of things; it warms the fecl-
‘ings, excites the passions, makes exaggera-
ted representations, alicnates friends, pro-
duces divisiun, and exhibits the unseemly
spectacle of brother warring against bro-
ther, hoth of whom should be combating
the common foe. So far have somc car-
ried their views upon this point that they
have deciared :—* Controversy never yet
made a christian.”

On the other hand, others have said :—
“ Thero is a_time for cvery thing under
the sun,” and there is time for controversy
too. Ifit have its evilg, it has its good;
if it be not always pleasant, it is often ne-
cessary ; if religion be attacked, it must be
defended ; if the truth be hmpugned, it
maust be vindicated ; if the doctrines of the
gospel be misrepresented, they must be set
forth in their genuine light; if the feelings
be warmed aud the passions excited, the
fault lics, not with controversy but with
the controvorsialists themselves. Besides,
have we not high and emincent exawples
for the use of controversy? Did ‘not
Christ reason or argue with the seribes and
Pharisces? s not theepistle to the Ro-
mans a controversial treatisc from its
commencement to its close? In addition
to all this, have wo not positive authority
in seripture to engage in it? Ts not the
text evidently a specimen of this :— Ye
-should carnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered to the saints 2

There is no need of dwelling largely on
this topie. It reguires no proof that in
y multitudes of cases, controversy has beew

| of essential servive to the eanse of truth,

What would primitive chistianity have
been, withous the apolezics of the early
fathers ; and what were these apologies
but polemicai discussions in defence of the
zospel 2 What woald Protestantism have
done in fts infant days, had it net been for
the controversies of Luther, Idelancthon,
Calvin and Knox and other eelebraged ve-
formers 7 Unguestionshly these helped in
no small degree to pash forward the glori-
ous cause. And when #t is asserted that
there is posirive authority in the text for
controvelsy, the assertion camnot he con-
sidered wide of the mak. The apostle
Jade is exhortirg his * heloved,” “‘eamest-
1y to coutend for the faith’’—why 2—What
is the reason ! In the 4th verse he gives
this reason :—* For there are cereain men
crent in unawarss, who were before of old
ordaimed to this coudemwnation, wngodly
men, turhing the grace of God into laseivi-
ousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesas Chvist.”  These men,
then, the disciples were to meet, confront,
and eppose ; they were, if possible to ar-
gue shem down.  DBesides, the origin of
the phrase itself—*carnestly contend”—
greatly -apperts this view. The verb in
its simple 1orm, here translated “ contend,”
or with the preposition prefixéd aund here
translated ** earnestly conrend,” literally
significs “ to be deeply agonised.” It is
the same word as that used in Luke 13
anad 24, “ Strive—bc agomsed—to enter in
at the strait gate:” and by Paul in
Rom., 15 and 30, “ Strive with me—bhe
agonised together with m —in your pray-
ers for me to God.” The phtase, there-
fore, implies strong struggling, not only
with carncstness, but with deep azony of
spirit. Wealso know this phrase is borrow-
ed from the state of mind of combatants
when they compered at the Olympic
games ; and we arc all aware what that
mental state was.  We know it was thor-
ough earnestness and determination ; we
know that every power was put forth and
every energy taxed ; that every nerve was
strung to its highcst reach, and that every
muscle was expanded to its fullest breadth;
and that all were so concentrated and so
controlled, as to bear down with tremend-
ous impetus upon the adversary. Suchis
the state to which the verb in the text gives
expression. It takes in all the earnestness
and the determination, and all the energy
and the nerve and muscle, and all the con-
centration of the wrestler, and applies it
to the christian defender of the faith, And
this is the senso in which we take the
text. It implies striving with deep agony
of spirit.




