
Vrf» 1L4ou1e anffl fforci-Px EEtco.

SERMON.
Precîîed at the OPlilivî <1P tht' Çfpzodl or the

Pre-sbyterian Ckîirr1 o(' the' L.o;rer- J3 o-
vilcCs, nt Pictolz. Jîîne, 1869.

BY 11Ev. Jý.NIEs WVATSON< Ifoie>.fzior.

JuDL, v. 3, Ye shouhi carnieîîtly conto!ntl
for the fiîithl which was o:îcc delivereti to
the saints."'
Controversy lins, to a less or grenter de-

gre, oxisteti, in every perioti of ceclesinsti-
cal Ilistory. It hias doîxîr. iîi subjeets of
evcry description, flic most imp1 ortanît anti
the înost trivial, the most sulime anti the
rnost insiegificant It lins rarîgeti through
the wiîie field of theoiogy. It has dlisetiss-
ed the beitig or a Goti, %« tii tilt lus exaltud
attvibuttes ; i lis eniquiti irt the ticcrues
of heavcn tînt the mystcrics cil' prilestina.
tion ; it hanc debateti the dilficuit mlctaphy-
oient question of liberty anti necessity ; anti
it lias coiokscendeti to rua-,on abouit the
comtmoncest duties andi obligations of mian ;
in short, there is no scrîject into whlîi if
bas not ventumuil to prit andi which, it bas
not e.'camined thorougiuly.

Somne maintain chait controverby, anti es-
pecally reiigious controvcrsy, is at.t:ecd-

witiî greater evil than gooti, anti have gone
so far as to say, tlîat te engage in it is un-
laîvfui, or at least ineonsistcnt with the
spirit of the gospel. It orteil takes a one-
sideti viewv of thitigs ; it ivnrms the fcel-

.îngs, excites the passions, makee exaggera-
ted representations, alienates frientis, pro-
duces divisiwn, and exhibits tue utiscînly
spectacle of brother w:urring ngainst bro-
ther, hoth of whom shouiti bo coinbating
the commnon foe. So far have sorie car-
ried thieir views upon this point that they
have deciareti :-,« Controvcrsy nover yet
made a chriscian."

On tue other handi, others hare said:
"Tiere is a time for every thing iinder

the sua," andi there is tuea for controversy
too. If it have its evils, it bas its gooti;
if it bc not always pleasant, it is often ne-
cessary; if reliLfion be attacked, is must bc
defendeti; if the trath be imupgneti, it
must bo vindicateti; if tho doctrines of the
gospel bc misrepresented, tlhey musr. be set
forth in their genuino ]ight; if the feelings
ho waraîed anti the passions exciteti, the
fauit lies, not with c'ontroversy but witb
the controversialists theniselves. 3esîies,
have we flot high and eminent exatuples
for the use of coatrovcrsv? Diti fot
Christ reason or argute îvith the scribes andi
Pharisees 1 Is flot the epistie co the Ro.
rnans a controversial treatise from ifs
commencement te ifs close 1 lu audition
to aIl this, have we flot positive acithority
ia seripture to engage ia it i Is flot tho
text evidently a specimen of this :-11 Yo

-shoulti earnestly conteati for the faith
,%Yhicli %vas once dclivercd to tue saints V"

There is no neeti of dwoliing iargeiy un
this topie. It reqitires no proof iliat in,
multitudesý u a es, coiitroversv lias heeiy
or c-,.sentii s.rviee to cthe ofi~Ce trutil.
WVhat vvonlil primait ive christiani ry have
heenI, ITithiotit the n iodsof t-'t eariy
fathcrzb ; anîl1 wvla! Vere tii'ý:c apoingic,3
biut poicniieai tisn~î'in drifenc of the
gospel ? Wlhat wvoîîd Pruircsrantism liave
donc in irs- inifant dtvy,, htîii if tît been for
file ('Èrvîs" ii Lîc'e, inetiîoîî,
CaLlvin andt Knîox n it fiiîr volehriî.teil re-
l'oîrniers? ' Uîîiqîîîstio-at'lilv tiiest! litepeil in
nu sinali dcg-rci ii -n îtu :r the -lori-
oit cause. Allil whiiî il is aslorte' itt

ihtire i poitiv îîuto in flitc teyt for
controvei.,v, tue,, în:,1111011 Vanlnt lie con.
stid,,ed %v!ile of ftle 1111.- 'l'lie apostie

.JndIc- is exhoi-tir'g liii4 I.îve. "«e.rest-
iy- to coîtteuîi l'or tile fitithl"-Why 2-WViit
i'i Ille icit:iotl!I lic 4111 verse. hie gives
titis rensoîî :-Il For there are vet-tain inen
crept iii iaivnî.-s, irbo \ti'e htf-f-re of old
ordlaincdtiro ti ieîdenîtoi,înoi
meni, tiringl, tue grnew of Goti in;rolaci-
outîsiess, andi deuinîg the mi Lord Goci,
andi our Lord. Jesais Chriist.> liese menu,
then, the dkeipk'ls werc' to inet, eonfront,
andi oppose; tiî.y WQTCe, if possible tu ar-
gîte tent tiowîî. Besilleu. the origin of
tile phrase iseif-" eariieistlv c3ntcnid"ý-
greaty - appuorts this vietv. 'Flie verb in
its simple rorn, lîcre transiateil IIconteti,"
or witlî the prepositiîn prolixt antd here
transinted -eariicsciy coîtcîîdi(," literaliy
signifies Il to bc dceily zlIgonisetu." It le
the saine word ns thatt ubeti in Luke 13
nd 24, IlStrive-be agoniseil-to, enter ini
at tho strait gate :" and liv Paul iu
]Rom., 15 andt 30, <' Strive ivinl mne-be
agonliseil together rith nii '-i vour prîîy.
ers for me teo Gud." The plîfase, there-
fore, implies $troug scruggiing, ilet oui>-
with caraestnesi, bat %vitnlî-(!cep a-goîiv of
spirit. We also knon, thtis pîhraîse 15 !orrair-
cd from the state of a:inîl of conpattants
wlnen they compereci nt tue 1)rinpic
games ; anti Ie are aIl awnire wlîat iliat
mental st.ite wvas. X'îT kniow i -%vas tuer.
ough earnestness ttiff detcrîninatioîî ; wve
kaow titat everv powver wvns put forth antd
evcry cnergy taxedl; that everv nierve wvas
strtîng tu its Iiiglicst rencli, an that everv
muscle %vas exaidcd to its fullest breaiît;;
anti tliat ait wcre su, concentrancti anti so
controlleti, as to hear down %vinii tremeati-
oas iinperus uponl fite adversary. Sueh i3
the state tu whlieli tlic verb in tlie tcxt gives
expression. It takes in ail the enrnestnts.
and tîte ictet-mination, anti ail the eaerg
anti the nerve anti muscle, anti ail chu coa-
centration of tile wrestier, anti apphies it
to the christian defender of tlie faith. And
this is tue senso in whichi we take the
text. It implies sttiving witls decep agoay
of spirit.
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