HE per s 1 of a ‘tirst novel * from the

pen of u young American writer ,in
conjunction with some recent derogatory
rer arks by a prowinent New York editor
on the subject of fine writing'’ 1a drawn
from Mr. James Lanes Allen rowe expres
sion of Lis views regarding certain tenden-
cies of [American fiction., The novel in
question is ‘‘Hecla Sandwith,'’ by Mr.
Uftington Valeutine. Mr. Alien states thay
its significance rests upon four grcunds,
namely: *'Its choice of a great Awmerican
theme; its reliance upon the d a uatic
presentation of human character as the 1o
velist 8 tine bus'ness; its insistence in
giving buman ! life its true place in na
tare; and its adherence, for all “this, to
the lofty siandaids of English style.”
Th se fonr things, then, swe way iufer,
Mr. Allen regaids as desiderata, if not
as essentials, of American _fiction On
the subject of fine writing he eays in
the Suturday Review supplement of the
New York Times:

**There seems to be need to Iy ing this
familiar mat.er up anew, becauvse of late,
voices (that onght to be better employen),
have bedn raised amorg us in  deprecia
tion of the value of fine writine, in con-
tempt of a weve ‘drape'y of words, As
though words were ever a drapery. As
though style were some cheap trick, .o ne
unworthy artifi_e by which nothing, hav-
ing been well written, 18 made to acqnire
the value of something. As thoagh any
d:ficiency or demerit, any loss or lack, or
coudity of pervesion, or fi tn s or tailure
in our recent or in our current tiction,
could in anywise be traceabls to whatso-
ever respect, whalsoever reverence, what-
soever cultivation, whats ever practice
may exist among us, as a reading and a
writing people of the always manly and
bold und feurless and noble and eanobling

five art of lit ratarr, . . . .

Ghe Future of the Ncvel.

“Taus the fine art of literature as re
gards fictio is simply a test and a revela
tion of the stiry. The richer the stoy i,
the wore it can reveal. If any good
story has ever been hurt or ruired in the
telling, not the ait of literature is at fault
but the incompetent workman vh> wis-
used the art.  But never siuce the world
began bas the whole art of fiction, most
sagaciously and prodigally exercised, ever
been able to make a success of a fulse
story
== ‘Theretore, [if there is anything the
matter with American ficiion at | res mt—
and all seew agreed that something is the
matter—then the tronble d es not lie in
the fact that the novelists of the land
may be trying to write their stiries in
good Englisk. It is not lecause they may
be clinging to the old notion that fiction 1s
literatare aund literature essenlially an

art.”’
Our national fictior, coitioues Mr, ®Al-

len, is not suffering from an excess (f fine
writiug, ov is it suffering from a national
lack of material for stories.

CENTRAL CANADA EXHIBITION,

The snnunl exnibition of the Central
Canada Exhibition A-s ciation will b
held at Ottawa beginn'ng on Monday Sept,
I1th and lasting during thé week. This
has grown to be one of Canadu's import-
ant exhibition; and in  particolar is
known for a splendi | display of live siock.
It is probably, outside of Torovt,the most
attractive and Lest attendel of anadian:
exhib.tions




