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Pruning Roses.

tme of the most important things to be attended to
i the rose garden during the coming month of Mareh
1 that of pruning  Some growers have cxpressed
the epinivn that Nosember is a good tne for this
uprration to be pertormed, but the greater number
recomunend that it be done in February,  Iam alto-
gether opposed to the system of autumnal pruning ;
aml, although I will not go 5o far as to assert that

February 18 too carly m all seasons, Iam strongly of
opton that March 1s quite soon_cnough for hardy
sotts, and too soon tor the Chima. By hardy
roses I understand the whole tribe of summer bloom.
ers, gencrally comprised under the divisions of moss,
Provence, hybrid Provence, French damask, alba,
bybnd Chima, hybnd Bourbon, hybnd nowectte (a
distinct section, although not generally recogmzed)
Australian briar, sweet briar, Scotch, and the several
famzhies of chimbing roses, Of autummnal bloomers, the
perpetual moss, damask perpetual, hybnd perpetual,
and Bourbon fammbies must be included m the cate-
gory of hardy roses. Shall any especal order be
observed i prunmg these dilferent sorts, or shall
they ve taken ha) )-hnz:ml ? Ihave secn it Iad down
1 books that the moss, Provence, French, alba,
Damagk, and Austrian briar should be first pruned ;
then the hybrid Chana, and Hybrid Bourbon, and
next the damask perpotual, hybrid perpetuaal, per-
pretual moss, and Bourbon, Now, I beg to ditfer from
this view of the case. 1 recommend, whether large
o1 sinall, to apportion the plants m three equal parts,
tahing care that the ditferent famhes are fauly dis.
tubnted atmong the whole, and to have three great
prunmgz—namely, at the beginmng, nuddle, and end
ot the month ; or, supposing tins to be troublesome,
if a thirticth part of the entire number (taken as they
come) were prunced every day during the month, the
same object woulld be obtained, that objeet being a
prolongation of the blooming season.  Now, suuple
as the operation of pruming a rose-bush may seem,
1t 13 really one requiring the exercise of considerable
judgment. The truth is that, although general rules
may be Iail down, there will occur numerous excep-
tions.  These can only be learned by practice ; I can
ouly pretend to give general directions, leaving
the rest to be taught by the best of all school-masters
—experience.

Rose-pruning is of three kinds, viz, close pruning,
long pruning, “and moderate pruning.  The fint
method is applicable to all such roses asare of dwarf
halut, andeampact growth, produang sheots on which
the bloom buds are closely set. In this st may be
included the families of mnoss, Provence, gallica, alba,
damask, and Austrian roses.  All these require cluse
pruning ; that is, the shouts to be cut back to within
ant tuch or two of the old wood, leaving only two or
three buds at the base.  Long pruning wmust be used
for such sorts as are very vigorous growers , many of
these produce shoots from six to ten fect long, and 1f
these weresubjected to the close system of pruning,
not a flower would be produced. The sorts requining
long pruning include nearly all the hybrid China,
some of thehybrid Bourbon, the more vigorous among
the Bourbon, and a large proportion of the noisette
tribes,  Inall these the shoots must be well thinned,
taking care to remove those likely to militate agamst
the production of a handsome, symmetrical head, the
remainuing shouts must be shortened to a fuut or
cighteen inches, accurding to the habit of the plant.
‘Lhere are a fuw of the hybnd Chinas, in which it 1s
necessary to leave the shoots nearly all their entire
length, mercly removing a few iuches of their ex-
tremitices , of sorts requiring this treatment, the fine
old vanieties, Beauty of Biljard, Brennus, and Ful-
gens, are examples,” In the course of a few years
1oses thus treated will become straggling and un-
sightly , when this oceurs, they must be cut back
within an inch or two of the crown, when fresh buds
will push, anda new head be formud, 1 thisisdone
unmediately after the plant has blvomed, there will
be plenty of time (in ordinary summers) for the new
wouod to mature itself, and thus the luss of one sea-
son's bloom will be avoided  If the wounds are im-
wediately covered with some styptic, there will be

no bleeding , otherwise the plant might be .nuch ex- | Duning the tin the
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of the old wood, and is the form of pruning beat suited
to the more vobust.growing vatietics of French,
damask, and bybridd I'rovenee roses, the most vigor-
ous of the hybrid Clunas, and hybrid Bourbons, and
those of wedm grow th amonyt the Bonrbons, and
hybnd perpetuals’ The prumng of the China, and
teasscented roses, together with such of the noisettes
n{a cl.}um attuuty with than, should be deterred wntil
Apnl,

The mam ohjeet to be hept in view in the praning
of roses, 15 to sreure almndanee of bloom 3 but there
18 another whieh also ought to he Lorn in mind —the
proper form from whieh the bush, or tree, may be
desired to assume  Under tins head, Mr John
Cranston has reconded some useful and sugeestive
wformation i hs *Cultural Directions for the Toxe,”
He states, 1 know it will be found somewhat dutli-
cult to obtam a proper and uniform shape with all
knds ; there are some whieh wall, in spite of all
prunmg, grow as close in the head agabesam  Others
will start off anyhow, one shoot frequently taking the
lead, and, if allowed, wall grow to such an extent as
to entirely rob all the other parts of the tree, the
plant soon becommg a one-sided, rambling-looking
objeet.  'To avoidd thie, evamine at pruning time all
such trees as are hahle to grow into this {orm, and
cut out entirely auy sheots which are observed to be
gross, and over-robust.  All shonts left after pruning
shoull be as nearly cqual in size ag possible 5 thus
will ensure nmformty ntl growth upon all sules, 1,
however, as 13 sometimes the case, o vigorous and
gross shoot shonld appear, which ecannot he well dis-
pensed with, 1t shoulit he stopped when 1t has grown
81X or eight mches ; the lateral shoots afterwands
sroduced may be agam stopped when two or three
mches m length ~ The ereet growmg kmds are,
agan, somewhat diflicult to bring into shape, as no
prumng will prevent their growg into a cluse, com-
pact head, with the lowers all at the top of the tree,
so that they cannot he seen on a moderately tall
standard ; such sorts are best grown as low bushes,
or as standards of medium height,  During the grow-
g season, where the shoats have become sufficiently
hardened to bend without breaking, let the lower
shoots be brought down and tred to small wooden, or
wron hoops, placed underneath the head of thé tree,
and in ke manner bring the mddle and upper shoots
down. After this has been practiced for about two
seasons, the plant will have asskmed a proper shape,
and then can easily be kept so, and that without the
assistance of the hoop, or further tying, Before com-
mencing to prune, it is necessary to observe the habit
of the plant, whether it be a vigorous, moderate, or
dwarf-growing variety ; also to deternine what kands
are required for exinbition purposes, as these wall
want somewhat more carcful pruning and thinning
Carcfully thm out from the head, by clearing away
all small, and crowded branches, likewseg all gross,
unnpe shoots, leaving such only as are composed of
firm, and well-ripened wood, and these at regular,
and vjual distanees,  Prane down according to the
strength of the shoot, and halut of the vanety, n
some cases to two or three mnches , in others, where
the halat is vigurous, one fout, or even cighteen
wmches wall not ﬁc tuu long fur ashuot to be lett ; but,
as this wall depend upun the habit of the vancty, and
shout to be pruned, nv absdlute mule can be given.
In shortening the shouts, cut cluse to an eye, observ-
g, where practieable, to leave wed-swollen, plump
buds, which invanably produce the tinest blooms ,
likewise sceure those having an outward tendeney,
and puinting in a dircction proper for the handsome
formation of the plant,”—T%e Field.

The Winter Flowering of Zonal Pelargoniums,

Unlike many growers of these channingly vaned
and uscful decurative plants, 1 grow my collection
mataly for autumu and winter blooming, instead of
for summer flowering. Itis durnng the months of
Qctober, November, and December espeeially that
our conservatones are destituto of the cheering influ.
ences of flowers, I like bright colors durning the duil
leaden days of winter, when allis dark aud gloomy
without ; and the fich hues of scarlet, rose, crumson,
and red are abundantly supphed by zonal pelargon-
mms.  In March last 1 obtamed about two dozen of
the newer vanetses of zonal and nusegay pelargomums,
all of them growing i small 60 pots.  As soon as the
routs became sumewhat pot bound they were slnfted
into 48 pots, and flowered ; and though I had left the
selection of vaneties entarly to the nurseryman who
hd supphied them, I am buund to say 1t was so good
that there was nut une among them I cared todizeard.
{:l.mta were getting established i

The plants aro now thoroughly cstablishing them-
selves in the large pots 3 they are making o vigorous
growth, and bluoimg well and freely, aud by keep-
ing them fairly diy [hope Lo have them in flower up
to Feburary “Nor 1< this all, tor when the plants me
cut back, the cuttings 2o obtamed are mserted singly
in thumb pots, in which they soon rvot, and aro then
shifted into small 60 pots. ~Many of these have de-
veloped into nice young stocky plants of a vigorons
growth, and are throwing up tiusses of fino flowers
In tho case of both the yuunyg and old plants, a3 soon
ag they have done bluonunyg thay will be allowad to
dry off, and in Apral the sl will le ghahen out from
the roots, the routs tiuunad, aud put imte 45 pots,
and again shifted iuto 32 pots as boloie, fur autumn
lowering.  When the bottems become too larue they
can be thrown away, and ther place supphed by
some of the enttings struk as above stated.  Sonne
of the varictics, too, can be rejected as they beeome
distanced by the supenor merits of otiier types.

Some of ‘my favorite varicties are—Welhngton,
Henry Ki“f’ very fine crimson hue, tlowers of splen-
did form ; Richard Dean, very fine, Harry Turncs,
very tine bnihant red; Lawrence Heywood, Cham,
Carric Cochran,  Marchioness of Heretord, Mercy
Grogan, Furbuy nosegay, Glitter and  splendor—ail
shades of red, erimson and searlet , Circulator, vory
tine ; Chatles Dichans, a beautiful salmon-rose nus. -
gay, the petals distinctly maigned withred , and
Polly King, vne of the timest saliion-colored varieties
yet rawed 5 these have shades of salmn, Master
Christine and M3 Ivadle, both gk flowered vane-
tieg, the furmer very freo of blovm. Ot pure whit
{lowers shghtly Llotched with earmine, there are Mie,
Sach, Rune Planche, Ahwee Npencer, Margmnata, a
beautriul vanety , Madame F. Hock, and souvane
de 8t Etienne,” the purest white zonal L have yet
met with I do not advance tins as a model or com-
plete collection ; T have found the several vancties
to be vory distinet an character, and all ave more or
ress characterized by great freedom of bloum My
last varicty 13 onc of the finest zonals I have flowered,
it is named Purple Prnce, and the rosy «riton
flowers, whichare of very tinequality, aze handsomdly
tinted wath purple.— 287 2. an Lreld.
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New Tlowers.

Amonyg the new flowers of the spring of 1872, o
found a rich deep rose colored Zonale Geramun,
named Doty of Lee, which was very pretty, amd
also Juniie, & splendid shade ot magenta, Lo %o,
Hyaewthe 1 alo fine, nd of a dazzlmyg hado ol
orange searlct, .

The Feheveras ate sucoulent plants which are b .
coming very popular now , they are ot the same
renus as the House-leck, wath thick leaves, but thar
;io“ ersare quite attractive, bemng rod and yolow,
and they mahe very plaasing window plants, as weli
as for buddingwut  Ecderirins mrbalind 13 o show s
plant, its leaves buing of a peeubar lilae shade wati
a metallic tinge, and its flowers spring from a stem o
fout in height.  Echveria secanda and s candu glawce,
have anch gray fuliage wath a silvery tinge, which
coutrasts prettily with tho metallica, and mahe o
viry desirable edging to a variegatud bed of plants
This genas of plants blooms finely under vur hot
suns.

There are new Hydrangeas which make a great ad-
dition to lawn plants. ~ They bloom in imwmenso
cluster of hght pink flowers, and ther leaves are
handsome and glossy. Hydrangea Otaksa, a variety
from Japan,s a beautiful ornament to every garden,

Dipolopagpms chrysophillus (has syllables enotugh m
its name to msure its remembrance,)1s a new shrub
with evergreen foliage, the lower aunle of «ach leat
being covered with yollow dust, such as 18 swenan
the Goldun Fern, 1t 1ssaid to bo pertectly hardy,
and also very ornamental.

The White Grapo Myrtle is a lovely flower, nearly
hardy, and bluoms [irofusuly , and noahes alovely
contrast to the dwarf Lumegrante James Vick, which
grows hke a thin tree, and 13 covered with hnlhant
scarlet flowers.

A new munthly Carnatiun, the Pecrless, is an oa-
quisite varivty of while, shaded to blush , & prolib
blovmer with perfectly shaped buds and floweas
which are very fragrant. —Cvaatry Gentleman,
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Drurzia Uenies.—Dewtna acabra 18 & very at-
tractive plant waen in bloom ; 1t 1s quite hardy, forms
a dense mass of tohage, and appears cinently adap-
ted for a hedge or sereen, 1t bears the shears with

hausted, if not actually killed, by "the luss of its | the 48 pots I allowed them to bloum, but as soun ag | unpumity, puts out its fohago early and holds 1t late,

juices. Moderate pruning is a sort of wompruunse | there were

butween the outher two methods. It consists
shortunng the shoots to within s1x or seven mnches
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signs of the plants becoming pot bound
they were again slufted into 32 puts, and the plants
cut back, so as to form mice *' bottoms," as it is termed.

Thuse who desire a neat littie hedge or screen where
anunals cannot inyure 1t, wall tind tins excellent for
the purpose.



