THE BIBLE

pointed e, by thé light of his Spirit
on his word, to the Rock which is’
liigher than I. I fled for refuge to!
the liope set before me-—found pardott
and peace, joy and gracey ‘ahd I trust'
that I shall he enabléd to'set forth,’
wherever my lot miy be cast, '« the'
unsearchable richies of Christi”—
Ldiidon Pilot. -
ILLOSTRATION OF . ISATAHW.35: ¥.:
« And- the pavched’ ground: shall
Hecome apool”  The word “ sharab”
here translated *parelied groynd,” is'
derived 'frbiff a word, whiek'in €hal-
daic zind"A:‘abic,’s'ﬁgﬁﬁés to burn ‘qp.‘_
A tlise two languages are derived
from thid Hebrew it is'probable that'
that Ward, thoiigh not found as 4 vérb’
in th Bible, was one -peculiar'to the'
Jews, uitd that shurab the houn 'pars
takés-of its signification.-* Itis highly’
probablé that in ‘theé ‘passage before’
us it'had direct réference to that éx-
tractdinary optical phenomienion often’
#oticed’in’ Hot'sandy countiies; which
now' abtaing the nane of the mirage.
The folfowing ekt’x‘&’e.t-’fx"bm the jour-
nhl 6f'a rbent’ travelleritithe east,
will expliin the effects of* the'mirage :
“The first Yaarch frots Abushehet we had
tolpdis over ' desert ‘plain oF considerablé’
extént, \on. which. I amused myself by watch-:
ing marrawly the various changes, as we werge-
near or remgte from it, of thatsingular vapor,
calied by the French, mirage, and by the
Atabs dnd'Pérsians, sitab, ~ 0 MC
-4 The infusiice of this vapor:ir chariging
the figure of objects is very extraordinary; it
sometimes gives to.those.seen through it the
most fants.stical_shgp@; and as a gexgeral ef-
gect, I think it always appears to elevate and
make “objects -séem’ rauch taller ‘thon ‘they,
really are. A wifin, for ingtance, séen thiough
it at the distavce of-a mile and * half upon
the level plain appears to be almost as tall as
a'date-teces” S
- ¢ Its'resetnbliince to water is complete, and
justifies all the mietaphors of poets, and their
tales of thirsty and deluded travellers,
¢ Thd mostsihgular quality of this- vapor
is ite. power of refle¢tion. Whetl a near-ob~
servey i & little elevated, as on horseback, he
will see-trees and other objects reflected as
from thié-surface of alake. The vapor, when
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seen at a distance of seven or eight miles, np-
pears to lie upon the eatth like mt. opaque.
nonss; and it certainly does uot gise wany,
feet dbove the grqund, for T otgwr_\{ﬁd, that
while tlié Jower part”of the tawn of Abuste-’
her was hid from the view, souiéof thé more’
elevated bulldingy, and the tops of'a few date-
trees, wera distinctly visible.” .

Now then the prophesy of which
the above quotation is a part, may be

| paraphtased thus. .%By. the intfo-

duction of the new dispensation, by
the preaching of the gospel, the moral:
desolations of ithe earth shall be.res
moved. 'Where.there is a:state-of
things -as: distfessing to the saint as
the parched. glimmering waste is to
the thirsty. traveller—who, when lie
expeeted tolfind cool watends deceiv-
ed: by the sharab—iven.theve the
state of things:shall be ¢hianged. - The
river of God shall flow there, he that
is thirsty shall dvink, the perishing
sinner shall receive thatliving water
which shall be in him & we]l -of water
springing up into:everlasting'life.s—
Glospel Eight. «: o

THE BLESSING OF GOD ON THE
* ' PERUSAL OF HIS WORD.,
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RemarrasLe Conversion.—The
sudden convérsion ‘of four hundred
Tyrolians of the' Ziflenthal from the
Romish to the Refornied faith, las
been brought about, it is siid, in the
following mannér=—=A traveller in’
the Tyrol left with his ‘host a copy
of the' Bible; which passéd from-hand’
to hand—at’first fiom hotions of
curiosity, biit aftérwards for the pur-
pose of daily’ reading. "The fesult
was; that no fewer -thah 400 Persony
renduviced thie Catholie 2hd adopted
the Protéstant faith. "Thegovern- -
ment of Vigoha sought fo constrain
them-either- to renounce their fiewly-
adopted faith, or to emigrate into
Transylvania, the only province of
the: empiré where the existenee! of
seceding seétsisallowed. * The-Tyrol-
ian3, however,. protested agatnst .4



