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given is, BEWAnE. Kindergarten iS a popular word, and many
unscrupulous persons are attemiipting to make a living on thoe
strength of it. A recent article in Scrilcr's .lontlahy says :
"i Thera are teveral dilliculties which the proinotern of Kinder-
garten work have to cont end vith.. Everywhere there are
people who pretend to have Kindergartns, without ovon know-
ing what a Kindergarten is. Quacka, both Gcerman and
American, seek to ianrko noney out of the popularity of the
naine." There is only onc Get man lady in America who hais
succe.'sftlly conducted a tiuining class for Kindergartners.
Mrs. KCraus Boelte, 9 West 28th Street, New York, conducts
a gaiuine Rindergarten, and any Canadian ladies wh'lo desiro
to be instructed properly in the systei cannot elsewhere in
America receive se good a training. Sham Kinderg.u-tening
is worso than none. There is no institution il Canada which
is recognized by the Froebel society as competent to trajn
Kindergartners. Teachiers and their friends vill do well- to
:e on their guard, lest sone persons niislead themn by pretend-
ing to be what they really are not. It is to be hoped that are
long Kindergartening nay le introduced into the Provincial
Model Schools by thoroughly competent ladies.

'TEACHEERS' CONVENTION.

The eighteenth annual Convention of the friends of educa-
tion in Ontario was a very successful one. Tie attendance was
larger than usual, and a great deal of practical work was donie.
The great question of the Convention vas undoitbtedly teacher
training-how to add to the efficincy of the County Model
School systemu. The educational progress of the future de-
ponds ta a very large extent on the thorougliness of the pro-
fessional training of teachers. It is of great importance too
that this training be correct at the commencement of the
teacher's course. Perbaps the best suggestion made iii refer_.
ence to the Mlodel Schools was, that a regular Inspector should
bh appointed ta take charge of thein. The present system of
having the work of examination donc by the menbers of the
Central Comnittee is only a tenporary arrangement, it is ta bc
loped. No one of thei eau become familiar with the work as
a wholo at present.

While it is well te devote especial attention to the pre-
paratory professional training of TlirdI-class teachers, there is
a great danger of neglecting to give suficient care ta the
thorough professional training of First-class teachers. If
County Model Schools are to be successfiul in the highest sense,
men must be specially trained to conduct them. In the matter'
of higher professional teaching Ameiica is behind England,
and England far below Germany. "Hihlier Professional
Training for Teachers" would form a good subject for the
Convention of 1879.
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SUPERANNUATED TEACHERS' FUND.

To the Editor of the Canada School J.furinal:
Sra,-Whother, without Dr. Ryorson, Teachers would have got

pensions is more than I know; but one thing 1 do know, thoy
have long ago sosn their folly in opposing him in his efforts ta so-

curo for thon pensions in their years of disability. Tho opposition
did not rise, as soma think, from want of forethought on the part
of toachors, but sinply fron thoir wiant of intention to romain mi
ain avocatioh in wYhich they had failod ta realizo the case, honor
and emolument that lad attracted thom into it. Tho difiiculty in
getting a respectable cortificato, the difficuilty iii gettinpr a situation,
and the still groater mne of holding it, together vitlh tli unlalth-
fuilnoss of teaching, all co-operate ta make the business undesir-
ablo; and, unaless some inducenont had bou hold out by way of
pension, schools would le enquirel after by mon who would be but
little acquisition to scholars. But pansions aro just. No class of
literary mon are, aven now, so poorly paid as teachors arc. Minis-
tors, for a weekly sormon an hour long, got $1,000 a year ; but
toachors, for 30 liours a wcek, baroly got half the sum. And thon
thero is tha difforence in social standing. Teachars, such as I did, 80
years ago, taught for $10 a month nd boarded around, and undar
tlreo months engagement; they saved nothing and spent their
boat days in tho worst times; the people thon wore just as willing
to pay more as the people are now, but they were unable to do so,
and the pension ive get now is but the just arroars; yet we thank
the Government for itarecognition of the justice.

J. IRELAND, Porgus.

THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH GR MMAR.

The article on Current Mistakes in Teachb'ig Grammar, sont by
Mr. C. P. Mason as a contribution to the CANADA SenooL Joua-
NAL, was published in The Educational Times in England. Its
publication. led to the oIllowing correspondence :
To the Editor of the Educational Times :

Sin,-I have read with attention the elaborate paper on " Cur-
rent Mistakes in Toaching English Gramniar," by Mr. C. P.
Mason, which appeared in a recent number of tho Educationail
Times, and I ask your permission ta nake a fow observations upon
it. Let me at once confess that I am one of the tribe of Iwriters
of Graminars" who have excited the displeasure of this gentleman,
who doos me the honor ta quote a definition fromn a little book of
mine, with the addition of one of his usual complimentary opithets;
although, as definitions pass current fron book to book, it is just
possible som -other author of a "two-ponny droadful" iay bo the
real culprit. Be that as it may, the questions raised in the paper
are sufticiently important mn themselves to desoivo careful con-
sideration ; and as I entirely dissent from Mr. Mason's viows, I
readily accept his challenge ta the " tussle" ta which ihe se cour-
teously invited his audience (of whom I was, unfortunately, not
one) when his payer was read.

The discovery which Mr. Mason bas made is too important to be
given in any other than his own words. It appears that hithorto
" the writers of Grammars which are most coinmonly used have
not been able ta grasp the not very recondite truth, that words are
net identical with what they standfor-that the noun ' book,' for
instance, is not the article made up of printed leaves fastoned ta-
gether, which we buy at the bookseiler's ; ad that, when we buy
one of these articles, we do not purchase a part of speech." Ineed
not stay te iiquiro whether this gentleman soriously believes that
there are many writers on Grammar who do uot know the differ-
enco betwe.n a noun and a book, as I shouild probably bo met by
the rejoinder, " If theoy write as if they did net, tant pis poar eux ;
they a noue the les 'illogical,' 'absurd,' 'stupd,' ' childih
blunderers,'" &c., &c., &a. But what if il la Mr. Mason himself
whbo bas blunderod&what if it ls not Professer Bain "who can-
not see," nor Dr. Abbott who is "inadartent' (happy Dr. Abbott,
ta geL off sa easily !), but their critic, vho, mistaking t h e pro-
vice of gramînar snd the proper function o! the grammarian, has
simply misconceived thewhole matter ?

Let us see how the case really stands. Taking Mr. Mason's
own illustration of the "red rose ;" we are all agroed that the
word "rose" -is a noun, and the word "red" is an adjectivi. As
the controverày hinges on the use of this adjective and its relation
ta the noun, it is important that we should have a clear concep-
tion, at the outset, of the real office of the adjective as a part of
speech. I shall givo, in preference ta my own, the well-known
definition of Mr. Mil, .quoted in soveral Grammars, as iL boars
directly on the illustration under notice, and his-name carries au
authority which aven Mr. Mason will net dispute :

" As nouns substantive are the marks of ideas or sensations,


