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wlerever freight rates do not prohibit the use of this
COke'' In addition to the Kootenav and Anerican
markets, there is a strong probability that the pro-
duct of the Crow's Nest Companv's collieries will be
used for fuel purpose by the ships of ler Majesty's
squadron stationed at Esquimalt, the result of recent
tests, we understand, being entirelv satisfactory.

I)uring the inonth it lias been announced, appar-
ently officiallv, from Montreal, that the construction
of a branch of the Crow's Nest Raihvav will at once
be begun, leaving the main line at a point five miles
souhwvest of Fort Steele, passing through that tovn,
aid thence con tnued northward to Windermere,
where rich discoveries of mineral have been made
Within recent times. This news is extremelv gratify-
Ig, for there can be no doubt that the promising min-
eral-bearing country, of w hich Fort Steele is the cen-
tre, will hnceforward contribute largely to the vealth
of Britisli Columbia. There are numerous rumours
of the early building of a railwav from Fort Steele
up the valley of the St. Mary's River to afford ship-
Ping faciltiies to the North Star and Sullivan groups
of mines. To reach these vill necessitate the laying
Of twenty miles of rails , and beyond this point, and
Solewhat to the northwest lie the Pyramid-Kootenay
nli ies-gold-copper properties-are of exceptional
Prolise, although the progress of development work

las ot been verv great.

Edward Boyce, the president of the Western Fed-
eration1 of Nliners, which includes 25,ooo mine-work-
ers in its ranks, bas recentlv Visite(l Rossland, for-
tuInateli hoxxwever, not vith anv view to interpose in
anY labor trouble. Ini fact the noted labor leader's
wor(ls wiîle there implied that at Rossland the rela-

between miine-owners and w orkers are excep-
tmonally harmnonious, which augurs well for a con-
tinualance of the present generallv satisfactorv mining
(evelopmnenit of the 'rail Creek district. Mr. Bovce
complîimnicite(d the Rossland minne-vorkers on being
a finle body of miners, and also congratulated theni on
the fact tliat thev were in general engaged by a con-
siderate class o'f emplovers. IHence, there wNould
see«n to bc no presclt fear of labor trouble in and
abouit Rossland, or indeed in the West Kootenay
gen1erally. M eamnwhile at points in Colorado miners'
strike riots have recently assumed such serions pro-
Portions as to lead to desperate act of inceldiarism
and require the intervention of the militarv forces of
the State. British law and order continue to tell in
favor of our iProvincial mining.

An early winding up of the affairs of the unfortunate
Golden Cache lining Company, Limited, is now cx-
eete(d as a result of Dr. Carroll's successful action

against the compauny for compensation in respect of
services rendered as trustee. There are, it is under-
stoo(d, no monevs available to meet the judgment,
and the mine property and appliances w ill, it is antici-
dted, be sold to neet this and some other cash lia-

bilities.

I this connection it may b)e noted that a well-
nOn re.ident of Vancouver, vho recentlv visited

gland OH mining and other business, rep'orts thatso \vell known to mining men and promoters in the
british mctropolis is the recor(l of the Golden Cache,

at it is sufficient in the opinion of many of them for

a wonld-be British Columbia promoter of a mining
undertaking to have been connected with the Golden
Cache, to cause a prompt refusal to look into the
property of any new venture in which he may be con-
cernied. Thus our informant states that when lie re-
cently submiiitted a ining proposition to London
finiancial intermediaries, in connection with which
there happened to be associated one who had been
connected w ith the Golden Cache, something like the
following reply was given. "Ah! I sec, Mr. -- , is
connected withlt the properties. Was lie the man of
that naine who liad to do with the Golden Cache? If
so, I can't touch the matter. Ile may not have been
personally responsible for what happened, but to have
been connected with the Golden Cache is enough.
Can't (do anything with it." hie words above quoted
do not give the exact literal rendering of the signifi-
cant conversation, but accurately represent its general
puiriport. It is also learnt that leading mluining men in
London wvho are iinterested in Pacific Coast develop-
ment, are now in possession of fairly accurate informa-
tion as to the status and antecedents of mine pro-
moters on this side. Hlence such as do not here
possess fair credit in respect of past mining transac-
tions will probably find future efforts to promote

miimmg concerns in the London money market less
easy than in the past.

The Act recently passed )y the Provincial Legisla-
ture relating to an eight-hour day for miners is likely
to lead to serions consequences. It is well knowi
that the measure reccived but the feeblest suppoit
fron the class that it was intended to beinefit, and it is
safe to sav that had thev ever dreamed that it migit
rsuilt in a reduction in their daily wage it wouild have
been >bitterly opposed. At present it is exciting the
greatest hostility among mine-ovners, it being hardly

justice to expect cmployers to pay as mnuclh for eight
hours' service as thyc did formerly for ten. From ail
indications the act vas totally unnecessary and the
proceedings of our legislators extremely ill-advised.

Asve stated before, in alluding to the inatter, it
was hardly necessary for Mr. Ogilvie to deny that lie
was in any way connected with the wild-cat London
promotion known as the liritish-Canadian Goldfields
of the Kondike,. Limit(i, as set out in the prospectus
of tiat preciotus concern. il)ut as lie has eniphatically
and latlv contradictedi having entered into any en-
gageiment wtih the English companymi iiquestion, or
in having stpplied the promioters with any special in-
formation, as imiplied, it is to be hoped that if any,-
ib>ody was foolish enough to stubscribe for the lritish-
Canadian Goldields of the Klondike, Limited, shares
-which, however, in view of the prompt action of the
Higli Comnmiissioner for Canada is doubtful-they will
at once demandli the retturi of thîeir nonev or prose-
cite the pronoters for fratud.

Mr. Wn. C. Gates, better known as "Swiftwater
B lill" of the Yukon, has been mnaking his mark in
quite a new capacity in London, having there recently
beien one of the guests of honour at a promoter's ban-
quet, givei to Mr. Macdonald, "The Klondike King."
A photogravure of "Sxviftwater Bill" which appeared
in a recent issue of the British Columbia Review, re-
presents iiii clothed in the characteristic dressy attire
of a successful London stockbroker or other sniart
mnctropolitan mian of business. "Swiftwater's" best


