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sone sort of notion that there was a g'eat virtue
in sheep to restore pastures. There was no in.
nate virtue in sheep to do this, but there vas a
virtue in tine-time allowed portions of.the grass
to be decomposed, and fresh food was thereby
given for the other grasses to grow upon. It
was quite true that sheep-folding did an amount
of good, but theslheep added no new food, and it
was folly to say that they added manure. What
they did vas simpl'y this ; they returned that
grass which they ate, in a ne0w form, and in that
iorm it was food, but there was nothing new
added. If they constantly fed cows upon mea-
dows in that way, it vould for a time get better
than what it had been, but it woould eventually
get worse, and lie would give an instance of tis:
-In Cheshire, where a most remarkably goeod
cheese was made, he f ound ten years ago the mea-
dow full of rushes and sedges, grasses with hol
low and triangular stems, and exceedingly rough
pasture. Sedges grew for the niost part in wet
sands. He found that the people had been con-
rtantly exporting an immense amount of cheese
and the flesih and bones of cattie, and the
result was that the meadows were constantly get-
ting poorer. Tie phosphate had been taken out
of the land and converted into the bones of the
cattle, and then the sedges came up in tho im-
poverished condition of the land, and replaced
the true grasses, which required better food. in
order to remedy this, the farmers in Cheshire-
whichis a great country for salt-put a quantity of
salt over the meadows, ar.d this killed every one
of the rashes and sedges; and, as soon as the
sait lad dissolved the frame-work of these grasses,
this formed a kind of manure, and refresled the
pasture agamn. But this refreshment was very
much like that whicl vas given by folding sheep
-- nothing new was added; they got no new
conditions, and the meadows gradually relapsed
mto the sane poor condition. But the Cheshire
farmer now, to compensate for the bones and
flesh which.had been sent off the meadows in his
cattle, was'bringing back a compound contain-
ing similar materials-a guano which ceontained
bone-dust in great quantities, and aiso a large
amount of superphosphrte, and they were using
this to a larger extent than any other county in
England, and the result was 'that the pastures
were becoming thorougly restored. Here, then,
was the true theory of sheep-folding. They
might bring a meadow into a certain condition
by feeding sheep upon it, but it would not al-
ways remain in that condition. Whatever tbey
took off it in the shape of mutton was so much
impoverishment of the land. Whenever they
wanted to rest.ore a pasture in a very bad con-
dition, they might very readily do it. by taking
the sheep fron the turnip field towards evening,
and folding then on the meadow the whole of
the night. Then the sheep would bring some-
thing from the turnips, and add to the meadow
new manure. There was no question they would
iC an enormous amount of good in that way.

BAY MAKING.

As regarded hay-making, they would get bay
in quaity and quantity just in proportion to the
manure they put upon the soil. And if they
took away hay, they must return somethin.
more than nerely folding sheep upon the ian
in the usual way, otherwise the meadow would
become inpoverisied. He would caution the
farmers against letting the hay grow too long
before making it. He was often toid that there
was io hay to make, and they must let it grow
three weeks or a fortnighlt longer, in orderto
get a greater quantity. But, depend upon i,
this was unwise. They should not let the grass
seed on any account. If they had not, sufficien
quantity previous to this, he did not thinIr any.
thing would increase it; but even if it did in.
crease, the injury they would do to their pastUrf
would be more than any benefit they woul
derive in the increase of hay.

To be continued.

fjorticultural.

The Fruit Grower's Association of IUpper
Canada.

This association held its Annual Meeting ir
the City of Hamilton, on the 22nd and 2W
January 1862, which was very fully attended.

The President read a very interesting adde.
on the objects and importance of this assodà
tion.

On motion of D. W. Beadle, seconded by W
Holton, the thanks of the association vere te4
dered tothe President for his able and interesDi,;
address, and lie was requested to furnisi a cop,
for publication in the Canadian Agricuturi

(A cepy of the Address is subjoined.),
On motion of D. W. Beadle, seconded by Mr

Arnold,. Mr. George Leslie was appointed
committee to obtain the publication of tÈ
President's address in the Leader and Gle.
Toronto.

The association then proceeded to the electi
of officers for the ensuing year, with the foU0o
ing result:

President.-Judge Logie, Hamilton.
Vice-Presidents.-George Leslie, Esq., T

ronto.-Alexander Leslie, Esq., London.
Secretary and Treasurer.-D. W. Bei

Esq., St. Catharines.
Fruit Committee.--Messrs. Gray, MeMo

Holton, Freed. and Laing.
Publication Committee.-The Secretary &

Messrs. Bruce and George Leslie.
Answers had been returned to the quest

issued by the association from over thirty &
ent parties, and these were -now read by L
Secretary.

After the reading was fmished, on motion
Dr. Hurlburt, seconded by George Lesliei


