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CHAPTER I.

>| IS February of the year 1887. The lon<r
_„^»i.mng rocnof the Russell House, Ottawa, is^ga.ly decorat.d with many colored bunting

nd festoons of flowers. To the right ofthe entrance
an elevated platforn, over which several Union
cksar.araped, and at the opposite end of the
on, ,s a ^ttle balcony occupied at present by
>out twen|K persons, guests of the hotel who
; lookuig on the brilliant scene below ' I
About two hundred and fifty of tho sons and
ugheers of fair Canada's young capital ha.e
cepted an invitation 'to an ' At Home " ex-:nded by the members of " The Tache Hill
obogganing Club " to their friends, and are chas
g care with flying feet. Tl,e sweet strains from
tag,ll,cudd,e's Orthestra, the subdued light glan^
g doun through variously tinted lustres on beau
ful women and handsome men, the lovely even-k dresses of the ladies contrasting pleasingly
ftth the severe elegance of the gentlemen's full-


