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- REV. WiLLiaM WYE SMITH, of St. Catharines, is well-known
as a writer of poetry, and his fame is not confined to Canada.
- His poems have called forth unstinted praise from the best judges
" in the New World as well as in the Old. His published collection
of poetry was warmly welcomed when it appeared, and a reviewer
in a New York weekly, in speaking of the book, said: ¢ Many
of the Scotch poems are marked by pure patriotism, lofty senti-
ment and pretty fancies.”

Mr. Smith was born in Jedburgh, and came to America with
his parents when he was only three years of age. His father
carried on business in New York for some years, but subsequently
engaged in farming near Galt. The facilities for obtaining an
education were sadly missed by young Smith, but what with the
smattering of tuition obtained in New York, and his untiring
diligence in the.evening, after his day’s work was done, he fitted
himself to *‘ passd’ as a schogl-teacher, and with the money earned
’. by teaching he was able to proceed to New York and there take
two terms in the classical department of the University Grammar
School. Mr. Smith married in 1851 and began life as a general
store-keeper in St: George. About this time he took a prize of
$100 offered by the Sons of Temperance for the best essay advo-
cating a Prohibitory Liquor Law in Canada, thus proving himself
a master in prose as well as in poetry. .In 1855 Mr. Smith remov-
ed to Owen Sound, but having obtained a clerkship in one of the
Courts he gave up business. Besides courting the Muse he edited
the Sunday School Dial, thé first illustrated Sunday Sthool paper
published i Upper Canada ; in 1862 he visited:Scotland ; in 1863
he bought‘out the Owen Sound Fimes ; in 1865 he became pastor
of the Congregational church in Listowel, and afterwards of the
congregation of Pine Grove near Toronto. /For three years he
ministered in a Congregational church in an/ Eastern township of

/

/

.
s gt by 4 v 2 d e s 4 e e

b Y o o FRNRCE p MLLTIRAPIN AL e Tpeniz s



