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Nestoriiis the patriarch, llie fourth in Muccs.sioii from C liry.so>io;ii, a- liishop

of roiislainitiopit, waN a native of ( Icrinaiiicia Al first a iloistcrtd monk, he

aflerwariis became a presbyter of Anlioch. At the inviti'tion of the Kastern

emperor, he assumed the patriarchate, A. I). 428. I'o the advantages of ;i tine

voice and a commanilinii; person, he added an ahni st irresistible eloquence, and a

init.d richly stored with all the theological learning of the time. As a disciple of

the Syrian school of Antioch, he hail been taught to ''iscriininate between the divine

and hitman natures of Christ, and to ablior their confusion. I'he Virgin Mary was,

to him, Christotokos, the mother of Christ, iiot Theotokos, the mother of Cod.

Hence he was charged by his opponetits wi.h making two persons out of two

nature-, and thus denying the proper p.rsonal divinity ot Christ. The liy^antine

clergy, perhaps secr.;tly displea.sed with the i unisiun of a stranger, yfvr>t in general

bitterly opposed to the uncompromising ri-^^idity of his tloctrine : and aftt-r a long

contest, marked by many vicissitudes, he (inally succumbeil to the jealous emnity of

a rival patriarch, Cyril of Ale.\andria. He was condennied ,it the Cotincil of

flphesus. deprived of his see, and banished. He died, an exile, in I'.gypt. His

tenets spread widely in the Kast, and Ntstorian i.oinmunities are still to be found,

partly on Turkish, parti on Persian territory, in the wild and almost inaccessible

regions of I'iastern Kurdistan, and, on Persian soil, i:: ihe highly fertile plain to the

west of the Lake of Urmia.


