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HE MAY RETIRE
FROM LEADERSHIP

Rumor in Circulation in Refer-
ence to Lord Lans-
downe

LONDON, Oct. 8.—An extraordinary
sumor is in circulation to the effect
that the Marquis of Lansdowne may
shortly resign the leadership of the
Unionist party in the House of Lords;
in which case Earl Cawdor would be
chosen to succeed him. This startling
development of the political situation
is believed to be due to Lord Lans-
downe's unwillingness to assume the
responsibility for the rejection of the
Budget. This cautious policy is said
to be resented by some of the wilder
Tory peers.

Lord Lansdowne has never enjoyed
the confidence of the House of Lords
in the sameé degree as the late Lord
galisbury did. He is not a Tory, clings
«till to the name of Liberal, and rigid-
]y preserves his own separate Liberal
Unionist organization. His cautlous
mildness does not satisfy the back-
pench peers, who want a robuster and
more deflant lead, They broke away
from him in scores a few weeks ago
in the aivision that followed the con-
gcription debate, and are ready now to
flout his authority ‘in. other matters.
Lord Lansdowne, but. they cannot 4o
Free Trade leanings, and this is pro-
bably the head and front of his of-
fending. Tariff Reformers have no
confidence in either Mr. Balfour  or
Lord Lansdowne, but they canot .de

without Mr, Balfour. His “great tal-/

ents are essential to them, though his
moderate opinions they abhor” They
are determined, however, to supercede
Lord Lansdowne, and the present is
thought to be a suitable occasion for
the purpose. Mr. Balfour himself has
the greatest confidence in Lord Lans-
downe, and there is warm reciprocal
regard between the two men. But it
is very doubtful whether he can save
him from the conspirators.

1t is significant that IT.ord Tans-
downe has not said a word in the im-
portant debates . that have recently
taken place in the House of Lords.
Lansdowne’s leadership of the House
is very acceptable to the staider and
more responsible peers, and they
will resist any attempt to .supplant
him.
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“I have the pleasure of presenting
to. you Mr. Will Crooks, M. P. said
the president of the Canadian ¢club.

And then up rose.a pair of ponder-
ous shoulders: and a ‘roughly hewn
head, with a: tremendous zzwunt of
black hair and beard, though'theé black
is beginning to be shot through with
‘silver. The shoulders didn’t rise very
high—for Mr. Crook’s stature does not
run to many cubits—but their breadth
wak very impressive, ‘as they loomed
over the heads of the ¢rowd of men
that carried their seats up 4= close as

- possible to’'the tale ‘of ‘%nor. filling

T the aisles between thé 'tdbles with a
gea of heads 6ver which floated a mist
of smoke. And the way these big
shoulders swayed with every move-
ment of the famous Labor leader, put
one in mind of blacksmiths swinging
a heavy hammer at wayside forges.

. “T'll_bet he has stood over an an-
vil,” said a man near me.

And it would have been a safe bet,
too, for Will Crooks started the hard
life of ‘& wage earner of the poor as
apprentice to a blacksmith. From that
he rose to be a cooper, a trade he prac-
ticed for many years, so that he comes
honestly and painfully by those big
shoulders and gnarled hands, just as he
comes by his deep insight into the life
of the common people, his quivering

sympathy with their trials and needs,

and his stern resolution to mend their
wrongs 80 far as in him l}ies.

“Gentlemen of the Canydian Club—"

Everyone sat up with a start. Was
so beautiful a Cockney accent ever
before heard out of London? The in-
flections were Cockney, the accent, the
phrases and all were marked by the
peculiarities = which  flourish . within
sound of Big Ben. The voice was mel-
low and clear, a little high-pitched for
an English voice, but with a fine range.
As the speaker went on it would some-
times drop to a conversational tone:
and then, again in the stress of feeling
it would ring out till the room seemed
to quiver, And the tone was always
the East-end Londoner.

As for the matter of the speech—if
s0 formal a word may be used to des-
cribe so very informal a talk—it was
the unaffected chat of a man who was
talking about the biggest thing in the
world to him, the lives and needs of
the poor who work and the poorer who
can't get it to do, the “common peo-
ple,” to use his own phrases; to whose
interest he has devoted his life. It
wasn’'t oratory, there were no nicely
balanced periods, there was no at-
‘tempt at formal argumentation, no
subtle distinctions and clear-cut de-
finitions. It was a rough and ready
sort of speech, full of hit and miss ar-
guments, touches of rollicking humor,
and other touches of the crude, blind-
ing pathos of Hves led in common-
‘place suffering. Will Crooks’ humor
‘is perhaps his most distinctive and
pervading feature as a speaker. And
it is not merely the sort of humor
which finds expression in interpolated
anecdotes, however good. It is the
‘humor which is a state of mind, the
humor which is a compound of shrewd-
ness and courage and unlimited pati-
ence, the humor of the great common
people.

His pathos is of the same stamp. It

is raw and even brutal at times, with
its descriptions of strong men who beg
“fer Christ's syke, buy a mat, guv’'nor
—the kiddieg are starvin’, an’ by Gawd
1 can’t stand it,” and its wretched wo-
men who come wailing for bread with
famished little waifs clinging to their
skirts and asking for something to eat.
All this is crude, uncultured stuff, the
kind of thing we don’t like to think
about—very bad form to speak of it,
especially at, table. But Will Crooks
doesn’t care an awful lot about form,
and he does care with all the strength
of his nature for the starving “kiddies”
and the men who are eating out their
hearts for the work that doesn’t come
to them; and so he has grown into an
awkward habit of getting up in sea-
son and out, and telling people these
things and asking what is to be done
about it. And whether you like it or
not, he makes you think about it, just
as he held the members of the Cana-
dian club on Tuesday, and made them
consider this awful problem and its in-
fluence on the future of the Empire.

And what does Will Crooks himself

intend to do about it? Just go on

working, I suppose, doing the thing

that lies nearest to do, and not spend-

ing too imuch time. on general theories

of economic relief. For Will Crooks

can't stand off from the poor and dis-

passionately consider their case, as a

vivisectionist could coolly contemplate
the workings of a puppy’s insides. He |
is teo close to the poverty and misery,

his sympathies are too warmly engag-

ed, for him ta be able to reason very

carefully about it. His first and strong-

est and most lasting impulse is to

jump in and do something for them.

And he has done it, is doing it, and will

go on doing it as long as life or

strength permit him. Of course, he
has made mistakes, and has brought

down on his head the wrath and de-

nunciation of more scientific reformers.
but his is the kind of head that can

stand a whole lot of denunciation, sci-

entific or otherwise. And he has gone
resolutely on his way, doing his work
in his own style, knowing that he is
working for the best as he sees it, and
also knowing that the heart of the
common ‘people is with him. .G. K.
Chesterton has pointed this out very
cleverly in a short article on the great
labor member.

“Even his faults, if they are faults,”
says the brilliant writer, “against
which so much criticism has for a
time been raised, have still this per-
vading quality, that they are essenti-
ally the popular faults, This instinct
for a prompt and practical and hand-
to-mouth benevolence, this instinct for
giving a very good time to those who
have had a very bad time this is the
very soul of that immense and aston-
ishing altruism at which all social re-
formers have - stood thunderstruck:
the kindness of the poor to the poor.
This attitude may or may not be the
great vice of the governors; there is
no doubt that it is the great Virtue of
the people. = The charity of poor men
to' poor men has always been spon-
taneous, irregular,  individual, lable
therefore, in its nature, to some faults
of confusion or of favoritism.”

It wasn’t what Will Crooks said to
the Canadian - club—vigorously and
impressively as he did it—that really
produced the striking effect on his
hearers. It was the spirit of the n
himgelf, his humor and his sympathy,
his entire disinterestedness and hig su-
gerb fighting qualities. He showed in

1imself the true spirit of the true
Labor Party, which not only works for
the laboring man and the man who
wants to labor, but is also bound by
all the ties of sympathy and comrade-
ship with these working classes, a la-
bor ‘party made up of labering men,
and not of social reformers. In look-
‘ing ‘on that short and burly' figure,
and black-bearded coarse-featured
face, with nothing of grace and refine-
ment in its lines, but with ‘the high
courage and-shrewd insight and all-
embracing sympathy which are of far
greater worth; in listening to that
ringing voice, with its Cockney inflec-
tions, as it told of England’s poor,
what is being done with them, and
what should be done with them, Cana-
dians got a new understanding of a
great and vital problem, full of in-
struction and of warning for them-
selves. They also made the acquaint-
ance of one of the most striking fig-
ures in English political life, the
great Labor Member who has never
ceased to be -4 labering man, Will
Crooks, M.P., 'Ere’s ’is bloomin’ ’ealth!
—P.D., in Toronto Saturday Night.

SUPREME COURT CASES

Apecll Allowed in Atwood vs. Kettle
alley Railway Company-—Payne
Mine Appeal Heard

OTTAWA, Oct. 8.—In the supreme
court today argument in Atwood vs.
Kettle ‘River Valley Railway company’
was concluded, and the appeal was al-
lowed, the trial court judgment re-
stored, and respondents ordered to pay
costs in both courts below and dis-
bursements on appeal. Appellant is
to convey the land appropriated to
the railway, and release her claim for
damages for tre 8. :

Traves vs. For was heard. One
Smith was the l€ssee of the Payne
mine, and made a working agreement
with plaintiff Forrest, to have him win
ore from the mine, receiving 78 per
eent of the net smelter returns as his
share of the workings. Smith gave
Traves a chattel mortgagé on one-
ghird of the ore mined as it lay in
the winze, and under it Traves claimed
one-third of the product. Forrest
brought an action, which was dismiss-
ed at the trial as against Traves, but
on appeal to the supreme court of
British Columbia, judgment was re-
versed, and the 78 per cent share de-
clared not to have been affected by
the chattel mortgage. Traves now
claims the right to be paid by priority
out of the net smelter returns.
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Wild Man With Gun.

VANCOUVER, Oct. 8.—A story re-
minding one of the days when the west
was wild and woolly was heard in po-
lice court this morning, where Thomas
Jackson, a colored man from the Yu-
kon, was sentenced to serve thirty
days at hard labor for carrying a gun.
Yesterday morning a crowd of famish-
ed people eating breakfast in thé Won-
der Coffee House were scared out of a
year’'s growth by the 'appearance
among them of Jackson armed with a
gun a foot long. For the space of a
few moments, till the police arrived,
Jackson in great glee had the guests
performing gastronomical feats they
never dreamed themselves capable of.
Jackson told the court that the night
before he lost his dog in the restaurant
and he went there to try and find it.
He denied that he was blood-thirsty.
It happened that the gun he brandished
was unloaded.

S s g 0
Novel Method Used by Police

BELLINGHAM, Oct. 8.—A new and
in this case very effective punishment
was meted out in police circles here
yesterday, when O. M. Beeler, who
had been: drinking, was sent home
to ‘apologize to his wife" for his ac-
tions instead of being taken before
the police magistrate. At first it was
intended to give Beeler his choice,
but when he showed symptoms of
favoring the court visit he was in-
structed to go home. He went, but
not willingly.

NSP LI ST AR A
Rich Find.

A strike of $34 copper-gold ore has
been made on the Zodiac group on
Nigger mountain, not many miles from
Rossland. The strike has caused
much excitement in Spokdne and
Northport.

-O———-
Ladies Will Practice

There will be a practice of the Vic-.
toria ,Ladies’ Hockey Club this after-
noon at 1:30 o'clock at Oak Bay park.
All members are requested to turn out.

Hackett Wins Marathon

BROCKTON, Mass., Oct. 8.—Always
running in a commanding position, and
for nearly half of the distance in the
front rank, Wm. J. Hackett, of North
Weymouth, won -the second annual
Marathon run from the Boston Athletic
Association clibhouse in Boston to the
fair grounds in this city today. Hack-

ett’s time was 2:37:26 1-5.

GHOST STORIES
* FROM ENGLAND

Two Apparitions Seen by In-
mates of Baronet's Coun-
try House

LONDON, Oct. 8.—8ir George - Sit-
well, Bart., gives the following account
of the appearance of two ghosts at
Renishaw, his country place near
Chesterfield. One of the ghosts was
seen by his wife, Lady Ida Sitwell, and
the other by Miss R., a member of the
house party. Renishaw - is an old
house, dating from 1625, and more than
one ghostly legend is assoclated with
it.

Sir George, who formerly sat in Par-
liament for Scarborough, is a great
antiquary and a good sportsman. He
was instrumental in capturing a!
“spirit” at the London headquarters of
the spiritualists in 1880. Lady Ida
Sitwell is the sister of the present Earl
of Londesborough. Sir George Sit-
well’s story is as follows:

‘Last Saturday two ghosts were seen
at Renishaw. Lady Ida had been to
Scarborough to attend the lifeboat ball,
at which she sat up until four o’clock
in the morning, and had returned home |
that afternoon. After dinner the party
of six—I was absent for a few hours—
sat in a drawing room upstairs, Lady
Ida on a sofa facing the open door.

“Liooking up after speaking to a
friend on her left, she saw in the pas-
sage outside the figure of a woman,
apparently a servant, with grey hair |
and white cap, the upper part of the |
dress blue, the skirt dark.- The arms‘
were at full length 'and the hands
clapsed. This figure moved with a
very slow, furtive, gliding motion, as
if wishing to .escape notice, straight
towards the head of the old staircase,
which I removed twenty years ago.

“Unwilling to think that there could
be anything supernatural in the ap-
pearance, Lady Ida called out, “Who's
that? Who's that?' then the name of
the housekeeper; then to those who
were nearest the door: ‘Run out and
see who it is; run out at once.’ Two
rughed out, but no one was there. The
others joined them, and searched the
hall and passages upstairs.

“As they were coming down, one of
the party, Miss R., who was a little
away from the rest, exclaimed: ‘I do
believe that's the ghost’ There, in
the full ight of the archway below,
within twenty feet of her, just where
the door of the old ghost room used to
stand until I removed it to put up
the presemt staircase in its place, she
saw the figure of a lady with dark
hair and dress, lost in painful thought
and oblivious of everything abeut her.
The dress was fuller than the modern
fashion, and the figure, though opaque,
cast no shadéw. It moved with a curi-
‘ous gliding motion into darkness and
meltéd away at or within a yard of the
spot where a doorway, now walled up,
Ied from, the staircase to the hall.

“There is no doubt that those figures
were actually seen as-describhed. They
were not ghosts, .but phantasms—re-
versed impressions of something seen
in the past, now projected from an
overtired and an excited brain. . In
both cases the curious gliding move-
ment, the absence of shadow, the ag-
solute " stillness of thé ‘figures, which
moved - neither hand' nor head, and
hardly seemed to breathe, point to that
conclusion. Such ‘an experience goes
far towards solving the ghost prob-
lem. Ghosts are sometimes met with,
but they are not ghosts."

Lady Ida Sitwell, in an interview
describing her experiences, said:

“I saw the figure with such distinct-
ness that I had no doubt at all that I
was looking at a real person, while at
the same time, although seated in a
well-lighted room and chatting with |
friends, I was conscious of an uneasy
creepy feeling.

“I tried to see the features, but could
not. Even before I called out my
friends noticed that I appeared to be
following something: with my eyes. The
light in the passage was good, and I
could see so well that I couﬁi dis-
tinguish the exact: shade of blue of |
the dress. The figure was that of a
woman of between fifty and sixty years
of age, and her grey hair was done up
into a ‘bun’ under an old-fashionad
cap. I have never seen a ghost before,
nor had I been thinking about ghosts.”
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Alberta Telephone Extension |
CALGARY, Oct. 8-—Southern Al-
berta’'s need .of a telephone service |
connecting with the centres of |
southern British Colubia and western
coast states caused the provincial
government some time ago to set a
force of linemen at work to form the
connecting link. Connection is now
practically completed, - and Calgary
will in a few days be able to speak
with Spokane and other cities across

the line. |

|
il )
Cariboo Conservatives
QUESNEL, Oct. 8—The Central
Cariboo Conservative association at its |
meeting at Quesnel last week elected |
the following officers: Hon. president, |
Hon. Richard McBride; president, J. A.
Fraser, Quesnel; vice-president, S. A.
Rogers, Barkerville; treasurer, W. F.4
Andrews, 150-Mile House; secretary; J.
B. Daniell.

B e
Memorial to Oppenheimer

VANCOUVER, B.C, Oct. 8.—At a
meoting of the contemporaries of David
Oppenheimer, tor four years mayor, of
vancouver, it was decided to take imn-
mediate action - to erect a memorial in
honor of his work for the city and a
committee was‘appointed. The memorial
will prcbably take the shape of a hand-
some gate at the ‘entrance to Stanley
Park and the money Wwill be raised by
subscriptions as it is desired to make
the movement one ol the citizens as
opposed to a civic movement.

Robbing a Church

VANCOUVER, Oct. 8—In the ar-
rest. of John Short, the police believe
believe that they have a criminal of
unique record, for he systematically
robbed@ Christ church, one of the larg-
est edifices in this city, during the
past ten months. Short was befriend-
ed by Rector C. C. Owen, ‘who gave the
young man work at electrical repairing
in the church. Short stole valuable
lamps and other small pieces of furni-
ture; and today search of his room dis-
closed the electric motor which used
to operate the <church pipe orggn.
Slowly but surely Short was disman-
tling the church,

Boy Gets Damages From Company
VANCOUVHER, Oct. 8§, — Suit was
brought in the supreme court before Mr.
Justice  Clement this morning by the

parents @f Adawn Haggarty, a boy of

i ®

blue and gold.

enry Young & Co.

1123 Government Street, Victoria, B. C.

Curtain
Muslins

Silkolines

And
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SWISS CURTAIN MUSLINS—35 inches wide. Per yard 25¢ and ....cccaevecss .20¢
SASH CURTAIN MUSLINS—Bordered, dainty designs .c.:csmeemedocasccnssmesins .20¢
COLORED SWISS MUSLINS—Assorted designs. Per yard «ieeecsasnecsccosomess . 30¢

MADRAS CURTAIN MUSLINS—White, ecru, yellow, cream with red, c¢ream with
green, cream with yellow, green with red, cream wi
Single and double tasseled borders.

SILKOLINES—For drapery, assorted designs and colors, 36 in. wide (o dae o e nanie S RN
SATEENS—Assorted colorings, floral designs; 27 in. wide. 25c and & Bt s e WEUE

th blue, cream with pink; green,
Per yard, 85c¢, 65¢c, 6oc, 50c..45¢

WE ‘ARE AGENTS FOR THE BARRETT FLEXIBLE CURTAIN RODS

HENRY YOUNG & CO.

1123 Government St. Victoria, B.C.

Rolls contain 108 and 218 square feet, and are sold for 100 and 200
square feet. Cemeént, nails and instructions in centre of each roll
SL

ATINE is fire, water, acld

and gas proof; unaffected by ex-

tremes of heat or cold, weatherproof indestructible. ..

SLATINE also possesses sever:
has-an absolutely pure wool felt foundation, and has

al distinctly superior qualities of its

own; in thatjiit i
a lpecially--pgojeetec rweather coating, consisting of a heavy layer of
¥,

mineral rubb

in which is imbedded a coat of weatherproof mineral

SLATINE WILL NOT f;”IRINKLE OR BUCKLE G

The Hickman Tye Hardware Co., Ltd.
. VICT ORIA:}B. C., AGENTS

MANUFACTURERS OF

Sagiey

es,

Ugs,
Harness Soaps and
Dressings.

in all sizes and prices.

3L, SIDDLERY CO, LIITED

Leather, Harness, Whips, Trunks and
Vallaen, Pads, Blankets, &

Large consignment of & Trunks,

Valises and Bags of superior quality,

Tel. 204. 566 Yates St., Victoria, B.C.

s1x, against the British Columbia Elec-
tfic Railway Company. The boy at-
tempted to stecal a ride on the front
steps of a Harris street car and fell un-

| dor’ the wheels, which severed his arm

above the elbow. Mr. C. W. Craig ap-
pearing for the plaintiff claimed that
care should have bcen taken to havé
the front steps of the car fastened back
so that no child could steal a ride un-
noticed by the motorman or conductor.
Mr. 1. G. McPnillips, K.C., appeared
tor the company, Damages of $1500
were awarded.

NARROW ESGAPE

M ted Police Seeking Deserters Who
ouEns:aped Twice Struck By Rail-
road Train.

REGINA, Sask., Oc:i. §—Two 4t'ecruiLsA
Martell and DeWclfe, who deserted from

the R.N.W M.P. barracks here about two
mornths ago and who were recently cap-
tured and were serving a term of im-

| prisonment, succeeded on Wednesday

night in again etfecting their escape.
heir apsence was not neticed until half
an hour after they had got away. A
large number of police 1mmediately
started on a search, some going west
to Fense and Grand Coulee, others going
east. ‘‘hree of tne search party while

| crossing the trestle -bridge over the

creek came within -an ac2 cf meeting
with a serious accident. As it was the
Moose Jaw local struck full inte one of
the horses, killing it instantly.
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Spreckels Estate Pays $97,651

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 8 ..—Probate
Judge Coffee yesterday fixed the
amount of the inheritance tax to be
paid by the widow of the late Claus
Spreckels at $97,651. In a partial dis-
tribution of the estate three weeks
ago, Mrs. Spreckels was allotted $3,-
370,884 of the estate,

Hunt Club Man Dies.

TORONTO, Oct. 8.—Frederick Doane,
a member of the Hunt ¢lub who was
injured last December while driving,
died yesterday of his injuries. He was
aged 53 and unmarried.

Guilty of Manstaughter.

LONDON, Oct. 8.—Joseph Ward was
today found guilty of manslaughter
in causing the death of Alex. Warwick
in the Morkin hotel on April 22 in a
drunken barroom brawl.

PO

NASHVILLE, Tenn. Oct. 8.—Three
charred bodies were taken from a
burning building at the ecorner of
Eighth avenue and Jefferson street,
this city, at an early hour today.

Motoring on Island.

NEW WESTMINSTER, Oct. 9.—A
party of New 'VVestminster people re-
turned yesterday from a motoring tour
on Vancouver Island lasting a week,
and they pronounce it the most perfect
summer enjoyment they have experi-
enced. ‘The. party was composed. of
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Coulthard, G. E.
Martin ‘and Miss Martin; and travelled
through the country in Mr. Couithard’s
automobile. The automobile trip com-
menced at Nanaimo, from which city
the party went to Alberni, following
the water edge of the Cameron lake, a
beautiful sheet of water banked by
high mountains. A stop was made at
Englishman’s river for lunch, and a
few hours of fishing, only fair sport
being obtained. Looking down the Al-
berni canal from the summit a fine
panorama of mountain, river and lake
was unfolded to the yiew, the moun-
tain sides covered with giant Douglas
firs, one of which the party measured
by forming a ring around it, could
not have been less than fifteen feet
in diameter, according to Mr.:Martin,
and it carried its size throughout the
tremendous height of some 350 feet.

“OUR STANDARD OF VAL

These are the days of keen, strenuous competition
when tried and proven merit alone can win permanent

It is astonishing how many men are wearing Fit-Re-
form garments in preference to any that the merchant
tailor can make.

The demand for Fit-Reform Suits and Overcoats has
never been so active and so widespread before.

The Fit-Reform reputation has been built on value.'
Fit-Reform garments have proved their quality and today

enjoy the esteem of gentlemen
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
Raincoatg and Fall Overcoats,
made up in a variety of elegant
Tweed effects—

$15 to $25

ALLEN & CO.

FIT-REFORM

1201 Government St., Victoria, B. C.

Winner Oak

Home Junior

Heaters

‘The largest and best assorted stock in the city.

LOOK HERE—HEATERS

Our heater trade is now on the jump. :

Air Tight
Heaters

B. C. Hardware Co., Ltd.

COR. YATES AND BROAD.
Warehouse Phone, 1611.

Phone, 82




