Commission Re
~Assessment Act

Readjustment of Taxation Sug-
gested and Reclassification
of Certaln Lands.

Concise and Business-like Em
bodiment of Unanimous Views
of Commissloners,

During yesterday’s sitting of the pro-
vincial legislature there was laid upom
the table of the House the report of
the commission appointed to investigate
the working Jf the Assessment Act and
suggest amendments in the more equit-
able distribution of the contributions to
revenue of the several subjects of local
taxation. The report, which is remark-
able for its terse, business-like charac-
ter, expresses ;the unanimous view of
]the Commissioners, and reads as fol-
ows:

To His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
in' Council:

By order-in-council, dated the 29th
of December, 1904, the undersigned
were appoinmted to be commissioners
under the *“Public Inquiries Act,” for
the purpose of inquiring into and re
porting upon the operation of the ‘‘As-
sessment . Act, 1903,” with respect to
its practical bearings on the financial
requirement of the Province, and a com-
mission, which is returned herewith,
was: accordingly issued to us for such
purpose.

Notice of such appointment and scope
of the inquiry, and of thé time and place
of holding the first meeting of the com-
missioners having bDeen duly published,
the commissioners, met in Vietoria, oa
the 10th of January, 1905, when F.
Carter-Cotton was selected as chairmaa
of the commisgion.

Sittings of the commission were held
on the 10th. 11th, 12ch, 17th, 18th and
26th of Jauuary and the Tth of Kebru-
ary, 1905, and ample opportunity to be
heard was given to all persons wishing
to appear before the commission. -

Representations regarding the oper-
ation of the said Assessment Act were
made to the commissioners personally
and in writing by persons from various
sections of the -proyince, on behalf of
the agricultural, manufacturing, lumber-
ing, mercantile, banking”and smelting
interests.

Very little objection was made
against the taxation imposed on real
estate (other than wild land). income
or corporations,

The attention of the commissioners
was called to what was regarded as the
unfairness of assessing coal-and -timber
lands as wiid lands. These lands, it
was urged, were not acgquired, por are
they held, for agricultuial purposes, are
in most cases unfit for cultivation, and
the carrying on of mining or lumbering
operations thereon does mnof improve
them in the manner required by the act
to permit them to be assessed as real
estate other tham wild land, and that
there should he a separate.classification
for such lands.

Most of the complaints made to the
commissioners were directed against the
tax on personal property. It was
claimed that this tax is excessive, bears
heavily oun the farmers and business
men, and should be reduced. A cqusid-
erable diversity of opinion was ex-
presged as to"the best method to adopt
in assesging personal property, By some
df was held that, as far as personal
proparty is concerned, the asSessment
should & for an amount equal to the

tion of the act and should be dealt wits]
partment of finance, and, consequently
partment of fiinance, and, counsequently
were not within the scope of the iu-
quiry. :

After considering the various repre-
sentations made to ‘them, the commis-
sioners respectfully ;beg to submit the
following recomme tions:

1. That the coal and timber lands
should not be assessed as wild lahd,
but should be separately classified.

2. That the amount of land to be ex-
empted from the operation of the wild
land tax, under the provisions of sub-
section (12) of section 2 of the Assess-
ment Act, be reduced to 160 acres with
regard to lands situated west of tha
Cdscade range of mountains, and 320
acres with regard to lands east of the
Cascade range: Provided that where
such lands are situated within a radius
of five miles of an incorporated town
or city having a population of not less
than five thousand people, the quantity
of land to be -exempted as aforesald
should be limited to forty acres.

8. That the rate of taxation on wild
lands be reduced to three per cent. on
the assessed value thereof.

4. That the rate of taxation on all
coal lands from which coal is being
mined, and in respect of the coal mined
therefrom, the taxes and royalties paid
to the 'Crowu-amount to at least twen-
ty-five cents per acre, one per cent. on
the assessed value thereof: on all other
coal lands. two per cent. on the
assessed value thereof.

5. ' That the rate of taxation on all
timber lands that are being logged,
and in respect of the timber cut there-
-from, the Troyalties paid amount to at
least twenty-five cenmts per wacre, one
per cent. on the assessed value thereof;
on all other timber lands, two per cent.
on the assessed value thereof.

6. That the rate of taxation on per-
. sonal property be reduced to two-
thirds of one per cent. on the assessed
va!ue thereof; and, if such taxes are
paid on or befd¥e the 30th day of June
in each year, a discount be granted to
make the rate equal to one-hali of one
per cent. en the assessed value of such
‘property. & x
7. That book debts and moneys de-
posited in banks be exempted from .as-
sessment and taxation.

S. That the exemption from assessment
of persenal property, when tunder the value
cf $300, be repealed.

9. That the provisions of sub-section (1)
of sectlon 6B of the Assessment Act, as
enacted by section 7 of the ‘“Assessment
\Acz Amendment Act, 1901,” be incorpor-
s#tel into the present aet.

10. That resldent agents representing per-
sous, firms or corporations carrying om
business outside of British Columbia, and
baving no branch within this province, be
taxed at a rate equal to one-fourth of one
per cent. of the amount ef their annual
sales, and that for the purpose of ascer-
taining the amoumt of such sales it. be
wmsde compulsory for all such agents to
k.eép proper books of aecount, showing
a1l transactions carried on by them within
the province on behalf of such persons,
firms and corporations.

11. That commercial travelers taking or
#oliciting orders in British Columbia for
Lonses established  outside the province,
and having no fixed agency here, be re-
Guired to take out a license, the annual
fee! for which to be $100, paiable befone
any business is done within .the province.
In the event, however, of 'such license
fce of $100 being in excess of a sum equal
10 one-half of one per cent. of the total
amount of sales made within the province
by the holder of such license during the
year for which such license sghall be Is-
sued, such holder shall have the right to
demand a refund of the excess, but in
ne case shall such refund exceed the sum
of §75 in any oné year. >

12 t inasmuch as the taxation of in-
comes seems on the whole to be ome of
the most equitable methods of taxation,
and also a most convenient plan for meet-
ing the varying requirements of the prov-
ince, In respeet to the amount of revenne
to be raised, by changes in the rate of
tay, the following be fixed as the min{-
mnm rates of taxation of incomes exceed-
iug $500 per year : M

On the amount of such excess up fto
$300, four-fifths of one per cent.; on the

net worth of the person assessed, whilst

by others it was coniended that such a,

basis of assessment would discriminate
against those who purchased for cash,

amount of such excess over $500 and not
exceeding $1,500, one and -one-fifth per
i cent.; on the amount of such excess over
{ and not exceeding $2,500, one and

= S “hiei \ .
and wounld encourage the doing of .bus_limee-nfths per ‘cent.; on the amount of

iness on credit. With regard to the
taxation of book debis, it was urged
that the assessing of them sometimes
led fo dual ~taxatior __.and in  cases
‘tvorked hardships, and -tbat it should
be abolished. On behalf of thé sméit-

suck excess over $2,500 and not exceed-
,ing $4,500, two per cent.; on the amounnt
of spch excess over $4,500 and not ex-
ceeding $7,500, three per cent.; on the
amount of such ‘excess over §7,500, four

per_cent., _. C R
Ing their tax:

1~ 13B%4¢ banks, ml_'nﬁ-beu-h'
‘ing fndustry it was represented that able income, be permifted to deduct from

gres of hand ip smelters should be ex-
empt from taxation, as-the mine-owner
‘producing such ore is liable for the min-
eral tax thereon. St
Tt was also pointed out fo_the com-
anissioners that those engaged in some
Jines of business, the nat@re of which
renders it unnecessary to ocaffy large
. stocks, but in which, by reason of fre-
quent turnovers. the total annual sales
in many cases are very large, do not,
* -under the present system, bear a fair
share of the burden of taxation.

Strong protests were made against
persouns, firms and corporations carrying
on business outside of British Columbia
being permitted to do, free from taxa-
tion, a large share of the trade of the
provinee, in . competition with ' estabs
lished houses here, and it was claimed
that the resident agents and commercial
travelers who represent such ﬁm}s
should be compeiled to  .contribute in

some measure to the provincial revenue.-

The clearing houses, on behalf of the
bhanking interests, claimed that banks.
in determining thd amount of [their
‘taxable incoine, should be allowed to
deduct from their gross profits the losses
sustained.

A number of other matters, such as
{lie .assessing of subdivided lands at s
higher rate than similar adjoining lan
1ot subdivided. was brought to the no-
tice of the commissioners, but, in the
opinion of the commissiobers. most of
such matters referred to the administra-
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their gross profits the losses sustained;
such 'losses, however, to be deducted within
#'x months from the time when they are
ascertained, and not to cover transdctions
.amedating the time of deduction mere than
¢ighteen months, -

14, That section 175 of the act be amend:

ed by striking out the last six WO of
i tue same, and inse in lleu thereof

the words “end of the jous year.”
15, That inasmuch as it seems to be im-
pcuﬂ;lﬁl to formulate a plan for iaxing
per property in a way that will bear
equitably on all classes, the system of taxa-
tion should be directed with the ultimate
."“M’f of l’:\ﬂmt;!_‘l:uﬂng ?n mcomg tax for
an mpost on  personal property. §
y. That the province be divided into
sssessment districts and all assessments
't-e made by assessors, whose duties shou!d
! be confined solely to that work. To secure
| as far as may be an equality in the assess-
. ments throughout the province, the ' ase
| Bessors at stated - periods should meet to-
gether and compare the bases on which
! tleir ‘respective assessments ‘are made,
i and it s regarded of great importance that
\ ®:qessments be based on personal inspec-
. tion of the properties assessed at frequenmt
“iutervals. riat
{ All of which, together with a transcript
" of the stenographer's notes of the proceed-
lngt's of the commission, is respectfully sub-
mitt

ed. ;
Dated at Victoria, this 16th day of

' Februal A
w F. CARTER-COTTON,
ROBT. G. TATLOW,
J. BUNTZEN,
D. R. KER,
Commissigners.
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COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS.

Commission Men to Interview Govern-
ment Respecting Suggested Tax.

Representatives -of the local commis-
sion trade are preparing to imterview
the government with respect ¢o the bill
%o tax commercial travelers, now before
‘f the legislative assembly.

A meeting was held at the board of
trade rooms last night, when a tem.ng:;
any onganization was formed for . this
purpose, with Mr. George Carter in the
chair, and Mr. J. F. Johoston secretary,
:among those present being Messrs. 3
with, King, Bostock, Okell,” Richardson,
MaMillan, Shaw, Marshall (Vancouver),
Rochussen, Machin.

After some discussion it was resolved:
‘“That whereas all resident commission
agents in the province are already liable
for the payment of an imcome tax in
the opinion of this meeting clause 10 of
the report of the assessment commission,
now before the House, should not be-
come a part of proposed legislation.

Clause 10 of the report referred to
reads: Thmtﬁresidem agents represent-
ing persons, firms or corporations carry-
ing on business outside of British Co-
jumbia, ‘and having no branch within
this province, be taxed .at 4 rate equal
to one-fourth of one per cent. of the
amount of their annual sales, and that.
for the purpose of aseertaining the
amount of such sales it be made compul-
sory for all such agents to keep proper
books of account, showing all transac-
tions carried on by them within the pro-
vince on bebalf of such persons, firms
and corporatioms. i

Ipvitation was extended looking to the
co-operation of commission men resident
in Vauncouver, and a delegation is ex-
ipboted here op Sunday might with- a
view of interviewing the government on
‘Monday morning.

A STUDENT KILLED.

Sherbrooke, Que., Feb. 22,—C. Mont=
gomerie, a student of Bishops College,
Lennoxville, was killed this afternoon
by the Megantic local on the C. P:. R.
crossing at Lennoxville. The unfortun-
ate man was going towards the village
and failed to observe the approaching
train. His body was badly mutilated.
Decegsed belonged@ to Cookshire.

" .THE E. & N. LAND GRANT,

t is understood that the B. & N.
Railway Company has been approached
with a view to'' the [Province re-acquir-
ing the land that was granted to aid.in
the construction of the Island railway,
and it is -possible that thes matter will
be submitted for the consideration >f
the Legislative Assembly ’during the
present session. It is mot known defi-
nitely what the consideration .involved
will be. In fact, we do mot kmow that
any specific. sum 'has been named; but
Wwe are in.a position to state that it will
be very much less than that referred to
in the Times last evening, mnamely,
$1,750,000.

Now that the C. P. R. has taken over
the railway, it was felt to be an onnor-
tune time to consider the guestion of
the Province again entering into the
possession the land still inalienated
from the company, amounting to about
1,500,000 acres. These lands compriss
‘considerable areas of fine, merchantable
timber, and :very large antities of
second-class . timber suitable for" cord-
wood, for which there is an extemsive
demand, and for a secondary grade of
. lumber. - These, according to reperts of
cruisers and others, are very valuable.
‘In addition to that there are areas suit-
able for agriculture, when clear, aggre-
gating from 200,000 to 250,000 acres.
This is a comservative estimate, &s we
are informed, on very good autherity,
that farther away from the coast in
the mortherly end of the grant, there is
more of such Jdnd than most persons are
aware.of. Then there are the rights to
the baser minerals, other than coal,
which attach to the fee simple and go
with .the land. There are also one or
two towasites of imore or less value.

As a matter of public policy, it has
long been considered a serious draw-
back to the development of the Island
that so large a tract of lamd, with its
resources in timber, minerals and agri-
cultural ilities, should be in the
hands of a private corporation; and
‘Whatever evils are incident to such a

¢ condition of dffairs would be removed

by the Government taking over the land
grant and making it part of the public
‘domain once more. There is8 no doubt
about it that, apart from the

aspects of the case, the direct finan-
cial results would be profitable, as the
timber alone as an asset is worth far
more tham the price to be paid. Tl'ne
taking over-of the land, too, wousl
greatly stimulate the prospccting for
minerals and the dgvelopment of
mineral Tesources on the Island. These
arematerial considerations that weigh in
the balances in favor of the transaction,
as suggested, between the Province and
the E. & N. Railway Company being
concluded. The importance from a pub-
lic point of view is obvious.

The question of the land having been
granted to the compamy in the first in-
stance will naturally arise, and its jus-
tice and right will be discussed.. The
conditions which gave rise to the ar-
rangement ‘entered into with the late
Hon. Robert Dunsmuir need mot now be.
referred to. Whether,. in view of sub-
sequent events, it ‘'was a4 wise or unwise
arrangement does not affect the preseunt
situation. At the time it was entered
into it was hailed as a satisfactory solu-
tion of the problem of lsland transpor-
tation. | The contract made in respect
to it was ¢ully and well lived up to. The
total cost ot the railway has been
$3,250,000, ‘and with the exception of the
$750,000 received from the Dominion,
was paid ¢or out of the private vesources
of the company without placing a single
debenture oun the market. Until wvery
recently it was operated at an annual
loss, and that the road was well main-
tained cannot be demied, 1t will not be
denied, either, by those conversant «with
the facts, that at the time the contract
was made it was.extremely improbable
tiat any person, other than Hon. Rob-
ert Dunsmuir, could have been found
able op willing to have undertaken the
work upon the terms.

The question now to be settled by the
Government and the Legislative Assem-
bly is whether the advantages to the
Province as a-whole are such as to re-
commend the proposed transaction for
favorable comsideration, We think they
ag'el.“eﬁn g op;‘uion it would ﬁ!:te :.d dlwrtm
sigl ey every poi i
to permit the npi)o;tunity_mb'pm swith-
out definitely and for all time to come
declaing upon ity merits. Tt is wholly
probable that private corporations, i
Exe Province does not acquire the laud,
will obtain possession; and we believe
that the great majon'ﬁ of the people m
British Columbia would regret the con-
“tinvatice of the private owmership of so
large an area 'of the land as is at -
ent held by the E. & N. Railway -
pany, land -which should be amenable
to a development greatly enhancing its
value, increasing settlement and comtri-
buting largely ta Provincial revehues.

PERJURERSVARRESTED. ’
—

The Attorney-General Intervenes and
Assumes Charge of Prosecution-

The attorney<General,  Hon. Charles
Wilson had taken a hand in the perjury
[ cases arisink out of the Chinese murder
tase, which occupiedsuch a long time in
recent assizes. Wong Ah Lum was dis-
charged 'by Judge Harrison on Tuesday
mcrring, and was promptly rearrested
by ‘tbe palice, together with Gim Duck,
at,the instance of Chinese who accuse
t!.&’m of perjury in connection with the
murder case.

The case against Woug Ah Lum and
Gia Duck was called in the Police court
yesterday morning, and Mr. McDopald,
of the attorney-general’s department, ap-
peared and informed the magistrate
that he had been instructed to take over
tii2 prosecution on behalf of the Crown.
The lawyer and interpreter appearing
for the private prosecutors were de-
barred from taking part.

The attorney-general has intervened
in order that the case may be fully in-
vestigated and the fact ascertained it
there is a prima facie case to justify the
two fresh charges laid against the Chi-
nese it being alleged from mauny
and counter charges that they have been
laid by private pagrties that Chinese fac-
tions are using the courts to vent ven-
geance.

The case was adjourmed until the
24th, both: accused being released on
$500 bail. Mr. “Thoriton Fell appears
for the defence. ;

Mrr. George Powell, one of the coun-
sel for the private prosecution, last night
was asked in rmegard to the position tak-
en ‘with to the case by the At-
torney General, as published in last
night’s Times. Mr. Powell declined 10
discuss the matter, but stated that ne
would: have eqmeﬁhing to say later on
as to the right'of the Attorney Genera
to constitute himself a trier of cases in
his own office, when a swomn informa-
tion was already before the courts, but
as he refused to believe the Attorney
General was reported correctly, he did
not see the necessity of any further dis-
cussion at present.

It appeams that Wong Ah Lum was
the one witness for the defence in the
first murder trial who attempted to de-
scribe the events -and ecircumstances of
the fatal night when Mah Quann was
hurled to death; and mhile a dozen eye-
witnesses swore that there was a brutal
attack of a band of from five to ten
men, Wong Ah Lum, however, .swore
that there mvas no assault—that it was
a verbal quarre] between two individua's
and the victim must haye fallen over
the balcony.

In the conspiracy case certain npew
witnesses swore that Lum was not pres-
ent at the fateful supper which preceded
the tragedy. Hence his arrest for per-
jury. He is now charged with stating
that he was in the room at supper and
during the interval wihen the assanylt oc-
curred wwhile the previous charge upen
which he was acquitted by Judge Har-
rison_on Tuesday was that he merely
misdeseribed the circumstances of the
assault.
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London Morning Post. ’

“Traditional beliefs die hard, One of
the fixed ideas accepted as part of his
intellectual outfit by the ordinary Eng-
lishman is that the French are not, and
never will be, a colonising people. There
is a sense in which this is still at least
gartia]ly true. The French have, per-
‘haps, more than any other European
people the cult of the Homeland. They
have a smailer surplus population than
any of their great rivals, and have, ap-
parently, little inclination to lonise
even such portions of their vast Colonial
Empire as admit of Eyropean settle-
ment. But tne greater portion of their
oversea [possessions are sitnated in tropi-
cal or sub-tropical lands where the
white man ecannot settle permanently,
but must alwzys be more or less a bird
of passage, guiding, directing, and rul-
ing the indigenous races. In these col-
onies of exploitation Frenchmen have
in recent years made remarkable prog-
ress. They have shown themselves ca-
pable of learning by experience,” and
have devoted to the problems of adminis-
tration and development an extraor-
dinary amount of thought and attention.
Doubtless there is still much that they
can learn from our more practical race,
trained for generations in the manage-
ment of peoples on.a lower plane of
civilization. Bu! it is perhapd time
that we revised our estimate of our
meighbors as a colonising people, ' and
asked ourselves .if there are not some
things in which we may learn a lesson
from Fraunce. A candid critic, contrast-
ing the methods of the two countries,
‘would probably feel obliged to point out
that we are too much disposed to look
to results and to pay too little heed to
the means by which these results are
obtained; while he might find. on the
other ‘hand, that the logical Latin mind
was inclined to trouble itself overmuch
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race is confronted 'than we have done

invited

of deputies.

cific.eonquest of Moroeco, we

resources. . . .

different *plane of ' civilization.

but through - ignorance,
have not known that we were offending.

perhaps
France.
in the early stages of ovr contact with
‘peoples brought under our infuence on a
Systematic inquiry
trative systems, manaers, ard custow

something” 'to learn from

pounds
worst
administration.

about the perfection of its machinery
and too little with.the work the ma-
chinery was designed to accomplish. In
West Africa, as we have reccutly had
occasion to point out, France has shown
a much more serious grasp of the prob-
lem’' with which the protecting white

aud. she has tackled that problem with
a d?ree of boldness which we have
failed to emulate. This morning we pub-
lish a nholrlt gccﬁuntE of the ﬁoorish l}n-
stitute, i . Eugene iewne has | the islature passed it i ; k.
Ke French government to es- o s g s o
tablish, and on which the commission of
foreign and colonial affairs has submit-
ted a favorable report to the chamber
. +» On the assumption
that France rroposes to attempi the pa-
can
scarcely avoid recoguizing the wisdom
of her determination to make s careful |\the bill.
and ‘'a systematic study of the country
before seriously beginning those peace-
ful eperations by which she pr-poses to
obtain political ascendaucy in the Moor-
ish Empire and control of its cconomic
It is largely because
we ‘have known how to respect native
institutions, and to preserve whatever is
good in' them, that we have been so suc-
cessful in our dealings with races on a
But we | gowan, Shatford (12).
have .at times made mistakes which | i
have cost us dear, not through design
because we

And 4t’'is.in this respect that we have

A few thousand pounds spent

into their admiris-

might save us hundreds of thousands of
in punitive expeditions—the
orm of expenditure for a colonial

1905.

informed theth that they mmst do some-
thing, and they promised to consider it,
but the enterprise changed and
nothing nwvas dome. ' In view of his pro-
mise in connection with this matter he
would support the bill.

Mr, Houston said there ‘were mno
smelters within his constitnency. His
views might therefore be taken as be-
ing independent of either of the parties
affected, as they were independent o
party bias, for he was a i Ish-
maelite. The Conservatives eschewed
him. He had failed to convince the So-
cialists that he was conscious of their
merits, and the Liberals, well—here Mu.
Houston paused and the gap was filled
in by Mr. Hall, who i ed “You're
all might, John.” In N
» | Houston, people. were divided on the

bill., The board of trade was against
it and the dabor union was for it. There
was no agitation for the eight hour law
as apj te metalliferous mines. Yet

body would dare to vote for its repeal.

Mr. Murphy: I would.

Mz, Houston: Amd if the present bill
were passed it would oceupy the same
'position. - If the law was good for met-
alliferons mines it was good for smel:
ters; He thought the Premier, as Min-
ter of Mines, should have supported
He believed the bill would be
defeated, and he thought its defeat
during the regime of the first Conserva-
tive government was worth calling at-
itention to.

The motion for the second readinz of
ihe bill was then put and lost on the
following wote:

For: McNiven, Jones, Davidson, Hen-
derson, Hawthornthwaite, Williams,
Houston, Clifford, Fraser, Gifford, Mac-

Against: ~ McInnes, Drury, King,
‘Brown, Murphy, Evans, Tanner, Oliver,
Munro, [Paterson, Hall, Cameron, Tat-
iow, McBride, Cotton, Ellison, Bowser,
Ross, A. MeDonald, Green, Fulton, Gar-
den, Taylor, Wright, Young. Grant (26).

The leader of the opposition was not
in his place. i

Mr. Bowser introduced a bill to aua-
thorize the Royal Trust Co. to carry cn
business in the province.

Mr, Clifford introduced a bill to amend
the Queen Charlotte Island Railway Co.
Act, 1901.

The House adjourned mntil 2 o’clock
tomorrow.

ISSUE ~EW BOOK
FOR THE TOURISTS

8plendid New Pamplet to Be
Issued 8horily by Local
Association.

(From Thursday’s Daily. )

An important meeting of the executive
©of the Tourist Association was held yester-
day afternoon, at which a considerable
amount of business was transacted. A vast
amount of correspondence wag dealt with,
letters coming from ali quarters of the
globe asking for infarmation about the at-
tractions of Victoria.

'he secretary reported that he had wired
George Riley, M. P., urging him to secur:
an appropriation of $35,000 for the purpose
of deepening the Arm above the Gorge
bridge. A similar letter was sent to Hon.
Senator Templeman and Ralph Smith,
M. P. A reply was received from Mr. Biley
to the following effect: “Dntil Victoria
harbor fully improved, Gorge must walt.’

The secretary also reported the recelpt
of a letter from Dr. G. L. Miine, immigra-
t.on inspector, in which he stated in reply
to a previous communication, that only tbe
swnallest quantity of questions were as
passengers, and that no unnecessary o0b-
stacles were put in the way of travelers.

The secretary submitted four sets of lan-
tern slides which had beem prepared under
1i's personal supervision at the rTequest of
ilie Mayor. These are to be forwarded to
the Dominion government at Ottawa fOF

siribution amongst the Federal immligra-

tion officers who are dellvering lectures en
tour in the Old Country. The set contains
excellent Views of public bulldings, scenery,
inaustries and farm life, especially frait
growing.. tribytary to Victoria.
The printing committee submitted a re-
port recomm that. the ﬁntmeg for
tbe new be given to t Colonist
Piinting & Pu Company. This
will amount to 50,000 copies, aggregating
214 tons of paper. ~The cover de _will
be in three colors, inside pages two
colors, It is belleved that nothing in the
way of tourist literature has ever been
prblshed in Canada to equal this,

ter transdcting some further routine
business the meeting adjourned.

Followlng are a nammber of communi-
Fumete Slaiy Bl Bumney o

emleigh, Cha, ‘Bughey Co.,

Herts, Eng., Jan. 80, 1903.

Dear Mr. Cuthbert—This last season the

town authorities of many of our seaside

lircserts have been “waking up,” and have

emtensively advertised the attractions of
t various places, and the enclosed go to
sl®w what good results have been obtaln-
ed by publicity. <

Your assoclation is doing the same for
Victoria, and I wish you every success. If
your city is to come more to ‘ghe front you
must advertise it to the world.

J. W. WIDDOWSON.

Ombersley, Worcestershire, Jan. 81, 1905.
Mr Herbert Cuthbert, Victoria, B. C.:

Dear Sir—I1 am thinking of emigrating to
Csnada shortly, and from what I can
read, I rather fancy Victoria would be as
‘good a place as I could come out to. 1
am by trade a tailor. Would It be
tvoubling you too mulh to let me know
what the prospects are for my particular
trade? Are there many ficst-class trades
in the city, and should you advise me .to
give up a little business here which is cer-
tainly a living, but prospects for my chil-
dren here I see pone, and bring my wife
and two little ones out with me; or do you
tbink it would be better for me to come
out by myself and send for them after
wards? Would it be at all risky to trust
my wife with two little ones so long a
journey? I mean, should you-think they
would manage all right; as my small cap-
ital weuld mot allow me to fetch them or,
ia fact, to go overland to meet them, as l‘
have only a very little more than wil!
bring us all ‘over? Hoping you will ex-
cuse my writing you, and that you will
give me what advice and hints you can;
thanking ymlt ll{; a;’&iclpnt!lo‘n, I remaln,

ours respectfully, .
¥ -Locpei‘.ngel’es. Cal., Feb. 10, 1905.
Mr. Herbert C\g&fgte.rtwftoria.egél &:you

‘My Déar Mr. —I1 am 8
by ithsmila g, ruarylttTH THM TETH
by this mail a package of Hotel del Monte
1iterature, which I hope you will be able
to give out to those interested

This folder ls the ene which I spoke to
you about, as being something quite new
ia the line of hotel advertising work, and
1 wish that you would examine it eritical-
Iy and give me your opinion about it.

In talking with you on my recent visit
to Viectoria, I bellieve -that it was under-
stood that you would send some of your
little booklets to Hotel del Monte for dis-
tribution, but I do not know that any
have been recelved here; should you care
to send a package of them by mail to elther
of the hotels, I am sure they will be care-
felly distributed.

Thanking you for amy word that you
may be able to speak about Hotel del
Monte, 1 am, very truly yours,

’ I

WILLIAM C. AIKEN.
4 -
EARLY SETTLER DEAD.

Filed Claim Under Spanish Grant to
Much U. S. Territory.

Walla Walla, Wash., Feb. 22.—Jerry
McGraith, a unique figure in the early
history of the Northwest, is dead at the
county poor farm. McGraith gained
considerable notoriety some years ago
by filing a claim in San Francisco to
the largest part of what is known as
‘Washington and Idaho™under an old
Spanish grant.

'
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WINNIPEG MAN’'S DEATH.

Winnipeg, ¥Feb. 22.--The “death oc-

‘Winnipeg’s leading citizens, Deceased
was for many years chairman .of the
ecivie finance committee and mayor for

two years. He was westesn manager
for the Sun Life Assurance Company.

LWLI THM ARF ARFAR|.

curred tonight of Thomag Gilroy, one of.

‘DOMINION FAIR.

Progress in Grappling With Event.

—A representative and -well attended
meeting of the executive of the Royal

business was transacted.
The committee who had looked over

their tour of inspection.

run close to the fence and near the
“Boulevarde,” where #he concessions

and in his opinion the, society would
have to previde for 2 entries at the
Dominion . exhibition, ere are 400
head of stock coming to the Lewis and
Clark fair from Eastern Canada,(and
the greafter portion wof this will also 2x-
hibit in New Westminster.

The question of a race track mext
came up, the proposition that seemed to
appeal most to the meeting being that
of improving the present track, by filling
it to a three per cent. grade and widen-
ing the lower end to 85 feet. The mat-
ter was leff in the hands of the grounds
dnd building committee, composed of the
following: Messrs, D, 8, Curtis, W. J.
Mathers, 8. Smith, John Peck, Ald. Van-
stone and Ald, Jardine,

Op the adventising committes were
appointed Messts. Dn. 8, Curtis, J. H.
Vidal, J. D. aylor, J, J. Jol n and
F. R. Glover. Here the manager ex-
plained that the matter of press notices
from now till the time of the fair can
éb;et&kqn et;nﬁ;gly out of the hamnds wgtu

sociéty, and that a proposition
be made by Mr. Bird to attend to these
affairs so that all the papers will secure
simultaneous news. o 3

A communication was read from the
secretary of the B. €. Agvicultural So-
ciety at Victoria, Stitihg that that asse-
ciation is willing, owing to the circum:
stances, to ms;ggne this year’s exhibi-
tiom, provided R. A. & I. Socjety
will agree to advertise in connection with
the Dominion exhibition all through
rates to the coast as applying to Victoria
and also forego their grant dfor next
year’s show. A lengthy discussion fol-
lowed, and the president, secratary and
Mr. D. 8. Curtis were empowered to re-
ply to the létter from the capital.

Encouraging - letters, promising aid,
were read from Kamloops, Vernon and

ed on the action that has been taken by
the different mumicipalities in eonnection
with the big fair. anager Keary stat-
ed that the mayor of Vancouver, board
of trade of that city and citizens were
heartily willing to help the Royal City
in making the Dominion exhibition a
success. .

The manager introduced the sabject of
lighting the exhibition grounds; ¥nd said
that Mr. Buntzen, general manager of
the B. C. E. Railway, had promised to

supply cwrrent free of change, which, re-
marked Mr, Keary, is easily equivalent
to a contribution. of $2000.

The matter of providing accommoda-
tion mext came up and in this connection
it was stated that Vancouver citizens
are willing to work with New Westmin-
ster in providing for visitors who will
be munable to secure hetel accommoda-
tion. The question was left in the hands
of the official committee, which consists
of whe officers of the society; Messrs. L.
A. Lewis, W. R. Gilley and C. A. Welsh.

On motion it was unanimously decided
to increase the manager’s salary to $2,-
000 per year.

Coming down to buildings, the mana-
ger stated that he had written to the
B. C./ Lambermen’s Association, asking
them o make a Jumber exhibit in a sep-
arate building that could also cover a
display of minerals. Mexico, New Zea-
land Awustralia have also been communi-
cated with te the same end, and through
the C. P. R. efforts are being made to
secure exhibits from China and Japan.

- His Excellency the Governor Generail
has been asked to open the fair, the hope
being added that himself and Countess
Grey will wecome the guests of the city
at that time.

O

Provincial
Legislature
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(Continued from Fage One.)

granted by the Dominion Government
was for the purpose of enabling the in-
dustry to get on its feet. In view of
these things, and the fact that uneither
the ‘working men nor the smelter opera-
tors had had opportunity to lay their
case before the House, he thought the
proposed measure should be rejected.
Mr. Fraser said a petition ‘war pre-
sented from the miners of Grand Forks
for the eight hour law, and he had re-
ceived telegrams from the secretaries of
the Smeltermen’s Union, the Miners’ Un-
ions of Nelson and Phoenix, and ' the
Grand Forks Federated Labor Union,
supporting it. /Grand Forks had had a
smelter running continually for the Jlast
two years, and excepting the foremen
there were no . who . worked
only eight hours. They worked twelve
hours every day in the week. =
ago he went to the smelter people and

New Westminster Making Excellent

New Westminster, Feb.. 22.—(Special)

¢
Agricultural and Industrial Society was |\
held last night in the mayor’s office at
the city hall, when a large amount of

the grounds at Queen’s Park reported on
The tender of
C. E. Hoffard to clear-and grade the ten
acres for the new stock yards was ac-
cepted, also for the moadway which will

will be granted.. The manager, in speak-
ing of the accommodation pecessary this
year for stock, mentioned that last year |
there were 910 euntries on the grounds, {

Salmon Arm. The manager also report- | ©:

lay a special wire for this purpese and B

Notes.

The opposition have decided to test
the strength of the government, when
the question of supply is broached. Up-
on thie motion “that the Speaker do rise
and Jeave the chair”’ for the purpose of
going into committee on the supply bill,
Mr. J. A. Macdonald will move in ~f-

ect:

“But whereas the Premier at the last
session of the legislature intimated that
his government would submit a railway
policy to the House which it did not do.

And whereas the Premier subsequent-
ly stated on the floor of the House that
a summer session ;would be held to deal
exclusively with railway and transpor-
tation matters in this province.

“And whereas said session was not
‘held as promised.

“And whereas the government has as
vet submitted to this House no proposal
during the present session looking to
better transportation facilities.

‘“Therefore this House regrets the in-
decision of the government and its re-
peated failures to deal with an urgent
jpublic question.”

. A move is being made by petition to
tthe legislature to secure better facilities
for reaching 'the Bulkiey wvalley coun-
try by the opening up of a wagon road
from Kitimaat to Kitsilas canyon and a
trail thence *to the junction of Talkwa
river, The road would involve a con-
siderable expenditure, but Mr. Dorsey,
:‘who is mow in the city and represents
the views of some forty settlers who at-
tended a meeting before his coming to
the capital, has in urging a mew scheme
for comstruction upon the government
pointed out the desirability of allowing
the settlers of the Bulkeley valley who
hold 320 acres of pre-empted land owing
to the government $820, to complete
'the work proviaed for in the petition,
and, proyided that funds are not avail-
able for the extensive project, to obtain
receipts which will be allowed as colla-
teral wheu the settlers are paying up on
ﬂhgﬂl' T e~ TNt some two y@qu oL i
This it is claimed would enablé the set-
tlers to open v.p their own avéines of
commainication at their owa vost and
also induce the mﬂﬁm & considerable
mumber of new settlers The govern-
ment would be ¥epréstnted upon- the
work by, their fer®man, and wages of
$2 per day ahd vd would be the
soele,
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Retail Markets

retail \juotations are as follows:
whole, per ton .........e
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{Rolled oats, B. & K. per 7-lb sack

Hongarian, per bbl.

Hungarian, , per sack.....i.......
Pastry Flour—

Snow Flake, - per sack .....
Snow Flake, per bbl.......
Three Star, per sack .....
Three Star, per bbi. .......
Drifted Snow, per sack ..... .
Drifted Snow, per bbl. ..........
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»
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nugasa;
8383884

F
Hay, Island, per ton ......l....

ne
3]
38

Middlings, per fon ........ e
Bran, per toD....c.oecceee —
Ground feed, per ton..........
Vegetables —

Cabbage, Per 1D. ..ccecosccoces
‘aulifiower, per head
Tomatoes, per Ib. .........
Cucumbers, per doZ. ........
Onions, 6 Ibs. ...coacevecccccens

New potatoes, per 100 Ibs. .....
BDggs—

Fresh Island, per doz. .......
Manitoba, per dozen ....
¥resh cream, per pint ..........

Cheese—

Best Ontarlo Cheese, per Ib. ...
Calit a cheese, per 1b. ..cc.e
Canadlan, per Ib. ..cecoveccosca
Butter—

Manitoba, per ID. <..cccccecncce
Best dairy, per Ib. .....cco00ce
Victoria creamery, per Ib.
Cowichan creamery, per lb.

Fresh Island
Fruit—
Apples (Island), per box ..
Pears, per boxX. ..ccccoe
Prunes (local), per Ib. .
Muskmellons, each .......
Currants, per Ib,
Cooking fiZgs ....ec0cc0ee
Figs, per 1b ......
Valencia ralsins
Lemons, Calirornla, per dos. ....
Cocoanuts, each
New dates
Beans, per b .......
New cleaned currants, 3 lbs, for..
Rest Sultanas
Table raisins .........
Bananas, per dosen
Oranges, per doz.
Poultra—
Dressed fowls
Flsb—
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BEBVRE

P

Sfmoked salmon, per Ib.
Spring salmon, per Ib. .......
Cod, per 1b. ..ocee.s
Hallbut, per Ib. .......
Smoked Halilbut, per’lb.
‘ialibnt, frozen .

C s

Ralt ‘mackerel, eac!

J2alt cod, per'Ib. .....ene

+3alt tongues and sounrds. per.

%alt Holland herring. pér xeg ..

Salt salmon, each ......covvsseine

3nlmon Lelllea. per Id ...ceseee
Meats—

‘taef .. s

Mutton, per ib. ..

Hams, American, p

Sacon, A:‘elﬂcnn. per Ib.

n, said Mr. |

y Will

Miﬁing
[ Conclude Work

Executive of B. €. Association
Finished Labors Here
Yesterday.

Listing of Subjects to Be Dis-
cussed at the July
Convention.

The executive of the B. C. Mining As-
sociation, which has been In session here
for the past tbree days, completed its busi-
nese last evening, and a number of up-
<country representatives left for home, in-
cluding Mr. J. J. Campbell, manager of
the Hall smelter, Nelson, and Frederic Kef-
fer, manager of ‘the B, C. Copper Com-
pony, Greenwood,

President Keen will remain in the ecity
for another day.

A great deal of routine business was put
through at yesterday’s session. *

The matter of incorporating the assoeia-
tion could not be got into shape in-time
for the present session of the legislature,
and the preparation of the bill for this
pur;olse will be referred to the convention

uly.

The secretary was instructed to get In-
formation as to the way in which mining
reports are issued in ovher provinces, with
a view of formulating suggestions to the
‘ocal government on this subject. One
point noted was that it would be of great
value to the industry if quarterly bulletins
c¢culd be sent out, and representations to
this end will probably be made to the de-
partment,

Petitions from Barkerville and Stanley
Lranches relative to amendments to the
mining laws, were considered and found to
bz incomplete and impracticable. They
therefore not be presented to the
legislature.

It was decided not to apply to the gov-
croment for any financial aid, this question
‘being left for the consideration of the gen-
¢sa convention,

Resolutions of the branch associations
0f Rossland and Nelson asking for the ap-
pointment of a commission to inquire into
the working of the two per cent. tax,
Wwere referred to the committee on taxation.
A number of resolutions from the Poplar
Creek branch with regard to mining mat-
ters were referred to the convention com-
uiitee,

The listing Of subjects for discussion at
the convention in July was reported nearly
complete. The principal subjects slated
are: The taxation of mines and minerals;
Payment of stumpage on timber or min-
errl claims; Forfeiture of free miners’ cer-
tuficates when holding water rights;: Fees
for crown grants; Crown granting of placer
c uifns; Opening of Indian reserves for
mining purposes; The consolidation and
cedification of the mineral and placer acts,
including the clauses of the water clauses
act relating to mining; Fees for incorporat-
Ing companies; ‘Iransfer of control of gov-
ernment expenditure on roads, trails and
bridges from the hands of the members to
the government agents of the districts;
retrospective taxes on crown granted min-
eral claims; The development of

It was decided to apply to the Dominion
gcvernment to permit a number of large
British Columbia mineral specimens collect-
el for exhibition at St. Louis, to be sent
ltonshe Lewis and Clark exposition at Port-
and,

It was resolved that suggestion be made

to the provincial government that the mine
orerators of the province be asked to fur-
uish the following information for its ag~
slstance in '.investigating the taxatfon of
anlnee, and that this executive take steps
©2 secure the co-operation therein of the
mine operators:
Name of mine or company; number of
tens shipped during year; total revenue
for year from sale of products, with the
}nterpola’don of an explanatory note, that
in the case of a mine selling its prodrets
to a custom smelter or mint, that this re-
turn means the net amount received there-
from after deduction of the purchaser’s
charges, and .that where ores are disposed
of at g smelter controlled by the parties
opcrating the mine producing them, the re-
turn means the net amount after deduction
of frelght and marketing costs: pay roll
of mine for year; pay roll of smelter if
opetated by mine owners; supplies at mine,
will and ‘smelter, if operated by mine
owners; office and general expenses; trans<
portation 6 Wil ‘and smelter, - e K
.-A-check of $100 was received from the
Victoria branch of the association in set-
tlement of annual dues for 1905, this be.
ing the first payment received.

A petition was drafted for presentation
to the legislature asking for a railway into
the Nicola and Similkameen country.

e le e B S L .
BETTER TERMS FOR B. C. =

News-Advertiser, i

The provincial governmént has done its
duty In pressing again upon the attentior
of the Federal authorities the claims that
British Columbia has for a reconsideratiocy
of the financial relations between the Do-
minion and the Province, with a view to
more faborable arrangements belng ennced-
ed to the latter. This is not a party ques-
tion and we believe that the opposition
mcmbers in the legislature realize this and
perceive that provincial interests require
that the demand made to Ottawa should be
svpported by the unanimous voice of both
sides of the House. To put it shortly, it is
no¢ only not a party question, or one in
which Conservatives and Liberals hold @if-
ferent views, but a matter in which the
whole of the people of British Columbia
are on one side, and those of the remain-
ing provinces of the Dominion on the other.
This is the fact, and necessarily so, al-
tLough’ that does not imply that the peo-
p'® of the other provinces are hostile te

000N demands, or opposed to considering the

matter in a reasonable amnd fair manner.
The difficulty in the past (as 1t Is, indeed,
even now) has been to get our fellow citi-
zens beyond the confines of this province,
to understand the guestion and to perceive
the great economic and other conditions
witlch differentiate the sitnation here from
what it is in the other parts of the Domin-
iou If we can but get them to understand
the situation and to look at the facts as
they exist, we cannot but think that we
shouid be a long way on the road to the
granting of our Tequests.

One of the most important of the phases
of the question and one which must first
be brought clearly to the attention of the
Federal government and parliament, is that
a general readjustment, on & basis more or
lcss uniform, of the relations between the
Dominion and all the })rovinces, will do
little to remove the grievances of which
British Columbians complain. Indeed, a
auore liberal grant from the Federal treas-
ury than it now enjoys to every province,
would aggravate, rather than relieve, the
situation as regards British Columbia. For
4ach additions to the amount disbursed In
stibsidies to the provinces, would necessar-
1y require the adoption of some measures
for augmenting the general Federal rev-
enne, Such a measure would unquestion-
abiy take the form of either an imposition
of ‘higher customs -duties, or the retention
at their present level of existing duties.
Now as it is the high duties, maintained
fo: the protection of them anufacturers of
Eastern Canada, that are the chlef burden
of which the people of British Columbia
complain, it is obvious that either of the
methods we have mentioned would bring
n» material relief to us, even should the
annual subsidy the province receives from
th? Dominion be increased. It would, on
the other hand, increase our burden, be-
cause while we contribute per capita of our
ropulation more largely to the revenue of
the Dominion than the people of the other
provinces, any action that made a heavier
drain on the Federal revenue, would mean
an additional burden placed on us.

It remains, therefore, first of all! to im-
press on the Dominion parliament and gov-
ernment that the case of British Columbia
fer a readjustment of the relations with
the Dominion stands on a different footing
f:om that of any other province. When
that fact is understood and accepted at
Ottawa, a great step will have been made
In the negotiations between the province
and the Dominion. It is almost inconceiv
sble that the people of the other provinces
when they understand that will not be

willing that British Columbia should re-
celve fair apd equitable treatment.

Other
provinces have been met in such a way,
and the cases of Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island were not nearly as strong
a8 is that of British Columbia. The me-
morial sent to. Ottawa dy the provincial

Coal Ofl—
Pratt's coal ofl ....ccevcoveene

government sets the case out fairly but
mod: , and nothing must be left undone
td secure its acceptance by the Federal
authorifies.
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Russians
To B

International Commis
cides That Rojestve
Not Justified

No Torpedo Boats We
the Trawlers at Ti
Attack.

Diplomstic Languagé
Ing Wil Not O
Guilty.

enquiry into the N(

cident was publicly
at the closing session of
sion today. The decision
forth the circumstances a
and gives the opinions of
of the various important]
volved.

“The commission,” the 4
“recognize unanimously tH
fleet committed no hostile
jority of the commission:
the opinion that there wer
among the fishing boats
vicinity, a torpedo boat.”

The decision says: “T
fire by Admiral Rojestven
justified.”

The decision further s3
sian commissioner did not]
latter opinion.

“In any event,” the ded
ues, “the commissioners a
cognize unanimously that
jestvensky personally did
from the commencement
prevent the trawlers fro
object of fire by the R
ron.”

ARIS, Feb. 25.—The
P‘ the international co

U. 8. Admiral’s

Admiral Davis was sed
the correspondent of th
Press and discussed the ¢
the commission and the ge
the decision. The admi
sire this to appear in the d
terview, but the followin|
cepted having his approva;
results of the findings arg
(Great Britain, as they sus

%nt of facts as presented|
.~ Admiral Davis poj
the first semi-official forec

‘ »~'leading and gave the Briti
«wcan public an entirely ef
{Dherefore he sent a ciph
sage to Washington noti
thorities not to place c¢red
casts.

Today he again sent a ¢
ington summarizing the 4
vising the authorities tha
able to Great Britain
this, Admiral Dyvis;ﬁd ]

&l;ce the ot
~Steona

there were no- hestile vess
fishing fleet or anywhere
Russians Were Tog
Taking up the detailed
miral Davis showed tha
features ‘are as follows:
sion justifies, Admiral
keeping ‘his squadroxn in g
paration to resist a possib!
is entirely natural. No
could be criticized for ha
ready, either in time of 7
peace; either in hostile
friendly waters warships
to be always ready for a
minutes. Consequently 1
should eriticize another f(
The second point of the ¢
the commission holds thal
jestvensky was responsil
sults of the fire upon ti
agd it also holds that no
or hostile vessels of any
ent among the fishing ba
vicinity and that openin
miral Rojestvensky was
justified.
: Excuse for Nervd
The finding also shows
ing the alarming repo
reached him, in other w
rounding circumstances. of
miral Rojestvensky was
stopping after the inciden
mission expresses regret
make an opportunity fq
«authorities at some port
lish channel so that
anight have been sent td
fishing fleet. The commi§
the view that after ondg
fire, Admiral Rojestvens
personally could to prev
men being directly fired
the decision says the co
pleasure in stating that
were not meant to reflec
tary valor of Admiral Rg
British Contention
In other words, said.
all the conclusions; from
entation of facts ‘were sy
commission. This natu
somewhat diplomatic lan;
fact of the findings beiy
Great Britain is unquest
ing to Admiral Davis’ vi
ing upon the moral effect]
Admiral Davis expressed]
the results ought to be m
and in the interest of th
ciple of arbitration. Th
urally calls for some co
both sides. In the pre
governments will accept
Russia doubtless will p
compensation to the vig
Throughout the proceed
harmony prevailed and
slightest unpleasantness
bates often were ViIgo
acrimonious,
Russia’s Crumb o
According to Admiral
Russia can take a fair nj
faction from the find
it holds that an error
was one which did ndg
Russian navy. The fa
sidered that the Russia
making a voyage of th
mpon a war mission, and
ed that the Japanese 1
tempts against the squa
doubtedly inspired an an
state of mind upon the
However, nothing in g
reflected in the slightest
or efficiency of the Rusg
2dmiral Davis, on ret
ington, will take copies
ments and testimony tak
fore the board of trade
on examination, he says
nine out of ten naval o
reached the same concly
nounced today. It was
ing so many technical
“that it could not be j
naval men familiar wit
ditions. . The reference
‘yersy to a tribunal fan
maritime conditions




