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The Rival Clansmen :
A Scottish Vendetta.

CHAPTER. I.
THE VOW TAKEN—“COMING EVENTS CAST

THEIR SHADOWS BEFORE.”
“It is a dreadful night,” muttered the 

young man, shrugging his shoulders and 
glancing furtively round the room.

When he again turned his attention 
to his father, the old man was in the act 
of raising himself to a sitting posture, 
and with Ian’s assistance was able to at
tain to his position.

When he had recovered his breath af
ter the exertion, he again turned to his 
companion and said—

“ Ian, have you made up your mind ?”
, There was an awe-inspiring eariest- 

>r ness in his tone, his gesture, and his

The young man reddened to the tem
ples, and appeared confused. Turning 
to the old man, he said, with evident ef
fort and agitated voice-2

“ Father, do not press that upon me ; 
do not ask me to make a vow. I shall 
endeavour to meet him in fair fight, and 
if I can, then I will avenge my brother’s 
death ; but to do cold-blooded murder 
shocks me.”

A stern expression took possession of 
the Chieftain’s features, and a wild light 
gleamed in his eyes as he bent them 
fiercely upon his son and exclaim-

“And this—this is the result of my 
care. What for did I tell you when you 
were but a boy of the feuds between the 
McKenzies and the M’Leods—of the 
chivalrous daring of the forme-, and the 
mean, contemptible cowardliness of the 
latter ? What for did I rehearse to you 
the ballads of our clansmen, telling of 
the victories we had gained over them, 
and of the interminable nature of the 
feud ? What for did I tell you of the 
hatred which every McKenzie be re to the 
M’Leods because of the clansmen and 
chieftains they have caused us to lose ? 
I tried to inspire into you the true spirit 
of the McKenzies; have I faifed ? Surely 
not. Bitter, bitter was the feed between 
ùs before, but when the hand of a M’- 
Leod slew my son Ranald, your brother, 
then did the enmity become overpower
ing—then was my rage terrible—then 
did I swear that every son of the M’
Leods should die by my hand or by the 
hand of my kinsmen. My claymore has 
already drunk the blood of three of his 
four sons ; one yet remains, and death 
by the hand of a McKenzie must be his 
fate. I cannot do it ; the duty devolves 
on you, and do it you must. Tell me,
Ian, do you swear ? I cannot wait-------- ’

But a spasm of mortal agony seemed 
to shoot through the frame of the old 
chieftain,stopj iug his utterance, contort
ing his features, and causing him again 
to fall back upon the straw.

The young man hurriedly placed a 
flask containing some kind of liquor to 
his lips, a portion of which ho eagerly 
swallowed. Then he continued in a bro
ken voice—

“Ian, why do you not answer ? Swc-ur 
that you will have the life of Hector M’- 
Leod, and let me die content. If you do 
not, I vow that I shall haunt you night 
and day throughout your existence, and 
upbraid you for your cowardice.”

Ian trembled, and a hot flush suffused 
his cheeks.

“Father, why talk of cowardice to one 
whom you know to be no coward ? I do 
not require to tell you to-day that the 
name is not applicable to me. You speak 
of haunting me ; oh, why would you tor
ture me thus ? Why force upon me an 
obligation ttie fulfilment of which can 
neither benefit you nor me ? To meet 
Hector M’Leod in fair tight and run my 
claymore through him would, I repeat, 
give no trouble—nay, even though I pro
voked him to fight ; but to take an oath 
that I will have his life, and to prowl 
about after him, a man whom I have 
never seen—as a wolf dogging his prey— 
is what my soul,my honour, revolts from. 
You have already avenged Ranald’s death, 
and why thirst for more blood ?’

“I thirst not for more blood, but my 
oath shall be kept,” replied the old man. 
Then he continued—“A coward you are. 
The day has been when I looked on 
you with pride, but since you have been 
in the lowlands I find you have been 
changed into a simple boy. I might have 
expected as much, but now there is en
ough of it. Go, leave me, cowardly 
wretch ; I can die better alone than with 
such as you beside me to stifle the air 
with your foul breath. Go forth and 
seek your fortune, but marvel not al
though you fail to find it, for your fath
er’s curse shall accompany you, go where 
yon will. But to-night, frail and feeble 
as I am, will I go forth as the avenger of 
my dead son, and, alas 1 my only sou. 
Oh, that I had but Gregor M’Donald 
here to speak with me. He would give 
me assurance even yet.”

These words were spoken with so 
much wild vehemenenco, and accompan
ied the old man with such a look of stern 
determination, that Ian was startled and 
astounded. But his astonishment wai 
increased when he saw his father actual 
ly prepare to rise from the pallet or 
which he was lying, for the pdrpose of 
donning his clothes and going forth.

“ Father, this is madness. You are 
unable even to walk in such a night. The 
wind would dash you to the bottom of 
the glen before you had advanced a doz
en paces.”

“Hector M’Leod must die by the hand 
of a M’Kenzie : that alone will content 
me. Will you promise to do it—wi!1. you 
swu.'i r to do it ?’

"t 'vfi me a few seconds to decide my 
answer.”

“Fool, give you seconds to prepare 
your answer. Why should you require 
it ? Think you that you have not suffer
ed by the M’Kenzies ? Where are the 
J.wds of the first M’Kenzie who crossed 
swords with M’Leod ? They now belong 
te my enemies, the M’Leods. Where is 
the house in which I was born—in which 
you were born ? Burned, and by the M’
Leods. What caused your mother to 
take to the bed whence she never rose ?
A fray between the M’Leods and the M’- 
Kenzics. By. the swqrd of my clansmen, 
think ye that^ime is required for an an
swer ? Answer me at once—Do you 
swear to have the life of Hector M’Leod ; 
and more, to wage war for ever against 
the accursed race ?”

It was evident that Ian was labouring 
under strong feelings. His breath came 
thick and fast, and his lips all indicating 
a sev( re internal struggle. His father 
gazed earnestly at him to see the effect 
of the words he ha"d just spoken, The 
result seemed to please him, for an ex
pression of satisfaction crossed his fea
tures as he again lay back on the straw.

Cholera is scourging the capital of 
bpam. Latest accounts from there, to 
August ‘22nd, are to the effect that the 
population has been decimated by thé 
dreadful disease. The panic prevailing 
was intense. The living had shut them
selves up in their houses, not daring to 
stir out ; the courts were closed, the 
markets unattended, and business gene
rally stopped. To the horrors of situa
tion thus fan ny likely t. *>«
•ddsdi u_ -»«up vi any i..nd »•
being brought he cif

Grand Display of New Dry Goods
AT GEORGE JEFFREY’S.

The Proprietor has pleasure in announcing the arrival o f his immense stock of

FANCY AND STAPLE DRY GOODS
Which will be found very attractive, embracing all the latest novelties in English, French and American Goods, as well as a choice selection of Canadian Manufacture,

Parties Visiting the Exhibition should Call and Examine this Stock
Before leaving Town, as it is the Largest and Best Selected evei- brought into Guelph.

The Cheapest House in the Dominion for Fancy and Staple Dry Goods.

GEORGE JEFFRE-X-, GUELPH

A MONSTER STOCK FROM EUROPE
227 CASES -A-KTO BALES OF

NEW FALL AND WINTER DRY GOODS !
Ex-Steamships Corinthian, Manitoban, Prussian, and St. Patrick.

The Largest Display of Dry Goods ever shown in Guelph !
An assortment unequalled by any Ret ,1 Establishment in Ontario. A monster stock bought for cash.

FTEZEUZEnEZRZrSTYYZN' BROTHERS
Beg to announce that their stock of goods for the Fall and Winter Trade is now complete in every Department. Our importations which are unusually heavy this season, have been carefully selected by Mr. 

Thomas Heffernan, who has just returned from Europe, where he has purchased extensively from the leading manufacturers of Great Britain and Ireland, France aud Germany. DRESS GOODS — We 
direct particular attention to our display of Dress Goods, which for quantity, quality, and price surpasses anything ever before seen in Guelph. Over one thousand SHAWLS—We are prepàred to show 

over one thousand Shawls of every variety, pattern and color. English Cloths, Scotch and Canadian Tweeds, Gents Furnishings. We show more goods in this department than any three houses in 
Gaelph, and wo sell a better Tweed at 75e. per yard than can be had at any father establishment at one dollar. In Ready-Made Clothing, Carpets, Blankets and General House Furnishings, 

our stock is simply immense, completely overshadowing the pretensionsJol other houses. MILLINERY & MANTLES—Our Show-Rooms will be open^during the week of the Exhibition.
Everything that is novel and fashionable can t

Noted for Cheap Dry Goods.
Pattern Bonnets, Hats and Jackets direct from Paris, London and New York.

Gents New Furnishing Store
IN GUELPH

WILL. YYISTZDETRSOTT
Begs to intimate that ho will open on Saturday, the 13th inet., in the prdaises

Adjoining Pringle's Jewellery Store.
a large, varied and choice assor'ment of 
Gents' Furnishing (ioods, including a full 
range of Perfect Fitting Shirts in 
all sizes and prices, warranted to give 
complete satisfaction.

Fancy and Plain Flannels clien 
Shirtings in cotton, wincey, a'-d > ain 
and fancy.

Bows and Ties, a large choice.
Scarfs in all the latest styles.
Collars in all the new shapes. L linen 

and paper.
Cuffs, new shapes, in linen ami paper. 
Underclothing, a large assortment 
Socks, in Lamb’s wool.meriur •r 

ton, plain and funoy.
- •md’ooV

from 75 per pair. 
Black.

Gaelph, Sept. 9,1673.

Hosiery in all the now colors—Claret, Brown, Greys, Scar;

WM. ANDERSO?

Lt< ' i' i

New Clothing Store.
THE ELEPHANT ARRIVED

On Wednesday, Sept. 3rd.

H

(Guelph, Sept. 13,' 1873.)

ART & SPEIB8,

C. E. PEIRCE & CO.
Have groat pleasure in stating that they have secured those splendid permises at prosout 

occupied by flcpburu k Co., aud will open them about tLv id September 
with an entirely new stock of

READY-MADE CLOTHING
and Gentlemen's Fur ishing Goods.

These Goods will be offered at sueh price 8 Wl !1 make them be sold.

Stoie-
s Mechanics and Farim rs, wait for the .New
-Yon will save Money. '

Conveyancers, Land, Loan, Insurance 
and General Agents,

4 Day’s Block, Guelph
In reference to the above, Wm. Hart begs 

to inform his friends and the public that he 
has entered into.partneraliip with Mt.Jas. 
6. Speirs in the above business, and while 
expressing his grateful acknowledgments 
forthe liberal share of patronage bestowed 
upon him for the past three yeais, would 
respectfully solicit a continuance of the 
same to the new firm.

All business entrusted to us will receive 
prompt and strict attention.

Deeds, Mortgages, Wills, Leases, <£c., <£c.
neatly and correctly prepared.

MONEY always cu hand in earns to suit 
borrowers, oq mortgages or good personal 
security. No delay or extravagant charges.

Our list of Town and Farm Property is 
la-ge and vaiied, and parties in want of real 
estate of any kind should call on us before 
pnrcuasingelsewbare.

Agents for the Commercial Union Assu
rance Company of London, England.

HART & SPEIRS,
Mvl4-dw Dav Block Guelub. Ont

gPRING AND SUMMER, 1873.

POWELL’S
BOOTiSHOE STORE

Call and examine my new stock of

LADIES’, CENTS’ & CHILDRENS
Boots and Shoes,

Which for moderate prices, style and work
manship, cannot be surpassed 

in the town.

Particular attention paid to

Custom Work and Repair ag.

West side Wvndham Street, Guelph. 

Guelph, April 8th, 1873 dw

HEFFERNAN BROTHERS.

RICHD. CLAYTOIsT.

The CASH STORE
UPPER WÏXDH4M STREET, GUELPH.

B. C. has great pleasure in informing the inhabitants of Guelph and surrounding codntry 
that he has just returned from Europe with a complete assortment of

ZDZR.Y G-OODS

P’IANCY GOODS

. Further particulars in a few day"1.

GUELPH, Aug. 1873
O. E. PEIRCE Sc Co.

Co-Operative Store.
The Stock of Fall and Winter Clothing

( formerly owned by Mr. tiuPowllI

WILL BE SOLD AT THE FIltST COST.

Variety Stoie,

YEW
k

CONSISTING OF

Silks, Shawls, Mantles, Millinery
Flowers, Feathers, Ribbons, Laces,

Dresses in all the New Fabrics,
And all the new colors ; Hosiery, Gloves, Cloths, etc., all of which he is determined to •*
sell at the smallest living profit.

R. C. will be prepared to show on TUESDAY FIRST and following days the contents of

Over 100 Cases of Goods !
Bought direct from the Manufacturers at the lowest cash prices. He has therefore every 

confidence in calling the attention of all intending purchasers to the following

LIST OF PRICES :
In the Dress Department—27in Heavy Winceys at 11.1c per yard : Real Aberdeen do. from 

15 cents ; New washing Camlets in plain and fancy from lljc ; New Circassian Cloths 
from 12tc ; Plain and Figured Lustres from 121c. French Meriuoes, Frill», 'Lustres, 
Repps, Berges, Sultana Cords, Crape, Maritty's, and Balmoral Crapes in all the newest' 
shades at Clayton’s Cash Store.

In the Heavy Department—Scarlet and White Flannels from 25c ; Prints from 8c ; A B 
Cottons from Sic ; Good 43in White Cottons from 12c. Quilts, Sheetings, Towellings, 
Hollands, Blankets, Lace Curtains, Ac. &c. at Clayton's Cash Store.

The Fancy Detuitmenl >8 replete with all the Novelties of the Season at Clayton’s Cash

R. C nas secured the services of a first-class Cuttci from one of the best Houses iu 
New York, and any one favoring him with their orders may rely on obtaining a per 
feet fit at Clauton's Cash Store.

A large assortment of Ready-made Clothing always on hand at Clayton's Cusli Steio.

Upper Wyndham Street, Guelph.

2 DAY’S BLOCK.

Upper Wyndham Street,

Next .othe Wellington Hot.

All kinds of Fancy G-oods
BERLIN WOOLS,

Constantly on band.
All orders promptly attended to.

MRS. WRIGHT,
Guelph July4, 1873. dw

Men’s Wool Pants $2.50, former price $4.00
2.25’’ Vests 1.50, 

Coats 5.00, 
Suits 10.00, 

Boys’ Wool Suits 6.00,.

7.25
15.00

8.50

The Stock of Rats and Caps
From Scnforth will bo sold for one hal? tlic nsna^ retail Pr*oeSl

t. r. -YiACKLIN & Co.
GUELPH, Sept. 6,1873.

JVj-ARRRJTl,

Veterinary Surgeon,
M.R.C. V. S., L., H.F.V.M. A., 

vinglately arrived iu Guelph from Ehg- 
laiid, and taken up his residence here,in
tends continuing the practice of his profes
sion. Orders left at the Mercury Office, or 
at H. A. Kirkland’s, Paisley Street,opposite 
Howard's uew foundry, will be promptly 
attended to.

Havinghad great expoAbnceinalldiseases 
of Horses and Cattle, all cases placed under 
his treatment will receive the greatest at- 
teation. Cbaraes gioderate. o!9dwy

A. A. GRANGE,

^Veterinary Surgeon
Graduate Ontario Veterinary College. 

Office—No. 6, Day’s Block, Upstairs. 

All calls at night w ill be attended to by call- 

N.B.—Horses buug^ v il sold on conmr’.»
•ion. May 17,’73,-d&wly.

Just to Hand, a fresh supply of

JUDD’S

Celebrated Pressed ROSE SOAP
J~- El- ZMZoBi_,iDH!HFiir;

2 DAY’S BLOCK.
THE NOTED TEA HOUSE.

pLOCtiHS.
JaBt received, a quantity of tlio celebrated

Gray Ploughs,
From Scotland, manufactured by Gray &

Uddington, near Glasgow ;

THE PORTER, ONTARIO & VICTOR
Steel board Ploughs ; also some cheap Cast 
Board Ploughs on hand. Prices from $7.50
to $90. ----- \ whole work—wr.sliing, . ___

A good assortment ol Stoves and Tin-1 Theodore Fenwick, dealer i 8tw' , Furnî-
ware for «ale cheap. ^

• . Ht A ? HISR, i tors • .nr nfaoturere and dealers in Vrh.g- 
Ootner Wuuiwmh-i t nl Eramoea Road era.-so. 4u, Elm street, Buffalo, N.Y. 
Wleb.lnd April dw Scpt.29,1rs. dwlm:

THE TRIUM1H WASHING MACH-
IKE. — We have manufactured it over 

four years ; hns 
proved a perfect m 
success. Persomg 
will do well to tesil 
our Washev before" 
buying any other ; 
they are simple, 
strong,and durable, 
and Will save cloth
ing, strenfeth, time, 
health and hands.
You can fasten on a 
wringer ami r'o the
whole work—wnsliing, irv>tn*_ , t Kicing.


