| soon emerged, newly dressed,- iild?
out to have an w with his
‘uent. ' !
Sk e Ml e e Hihate-flom
dreamily touching the keys eof the
| plano, and trying to evoks the same
.stratn he had heard played by tRe
mysterious ‘occupant of the -haunted | .
e T SR
He ceased his effort at the entrance
of his host, who plunged at omce-iunto
the business upon which he had
sought him, s
“Lord Ashcroft,” he said, “I am
about 'to make a communication to
you which, under other eircumstanc-
es, would scarcely be proper. But the
happiness of my ward iz at stake, and
I trust you will excuse what you deem
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The Imprisoned Heiress

Tie Spectre of Egremont. |

=

CHAPTER XXIIIL

“How long he was there I don’t
know,” continued the lady, “but when
I went up with Toplift to see her, he
was standing in the door of her little
study, and there was a light in both
their faces that could come only from
love.”

“Cursed fatality!” muttered = Lord
" Egremont. “But how could they learn

to love each other in an interview of
but a few minutes?”

“I don’t know, It is possible that
they have met before. Perhaps he saw
$:r that night when she visited his
»om. If he did he is not the man to
Aave forgotten her as soon as she had
vanished. She. is very beaytiful—
more beautiful than Alexina—and her
strange resemblancé to the portrait
of the Lady Jasmine would inspire in-
terest in any one. Then when he
found she was not an apparition, Lord
Ashcroft’s romantic fancy would be
captivated by her strange attire, her
seclugion, and the mystery envelop-
ing her, It is easy to see it all!”

“But there must have been a fate
in: it,” declared Lord Egremont, his
ruddy face now pale, “What did you
say *5 Lord Ashcroft? Did you be-
tray anything?”’

“No.
my fright. I carried it off very well.
I brought him down to this room, and
told him that Aimee was your child,
and not mine, and that we concealed
her existence as beingamercitul both
to her and to us, I hinted at dis-
grace, etc., if he betrayed our secret,
and he promised to keep it carefully.

I.ord Egremont was not at first
pleased at the explanation that had

« been given by his wife, but he finally
conceded that she could have said

My wits were sharpened by

‘beautlfy a home,

nothing more plausible, and that she
had done well. :

“Poor little Aimee!” he said, mus;
ingly. =

“I pity her, too, Rvart, from the
bottom of my heart!” exclaimed Lady
Egremont, “My heart yearns over her
at iimes, when I think how we have
wronged her all her life. But what
else could we do? Self-protection is
the first law of nature. We could not
see, years ago, how matters would
turn out,  If we had had the gift of
foresight, we should never have com-
mitted that fatal error.”

“True, but it is now too late to
repair the ‘wrong.”

“Too latel” respondéd Lady Egre-
mont, mournfully. “It only remains
to make our footing secure. Lord|
Ashcroft must not be permitted a de- |

'lay in which to think of Aimee. His|

marriage with Alexina must be hast-
ened. I shall not breathe freely until
she is his wife.’

“Nor shall I, Let Alexina once be-
come Lady Ashcroft, and Aimes be
hidden in a German convent, and I
shall be happier than ‘I have been
for years.”

“And I, too. Aimee has a saint-
like nature, that would eminently fit
her for the vocation of a nun, and
she would be more in her proper
spkere singing praises in a convent
chapel, than as the belle df a fash-
jonable ball-room, She is too spirit-
ual for the rough usages of life.”

“She is better fitted to brighten and |
Evelyn, than to!
serve in a chapel, or shine in a ball-
room. Not that she would not shine,
too, for she has a strange, rare beauty
that would attract lovers around her
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! self bound in honor to your ward,

visit of the heiress’ nurse had dv&

‘a life of celibacy. From her earliest

my over-real in consideration of its
cause.” °

His guest bowed assent, and pre-
.pared to listen to the promised com-
‘munication.

. After a moment’s pause, Lord Egre-
mont resumed:

“The peculiar circumstances of your
engagement with my ward have con-
spired to awaken her romantic fancy,
‘and to cause her to regard you with
tenderness women give only to a fav-
ored lover. I may be thus frank with
you, since you informed me, some
days since, that you admired her be-
yond all other women, and were ready
to fulfill -your engagement with her
at any moment. Xina was informed
of your sentiments toward her, and
that may be the reason she loves you.
Perhaps I did wrong in telling her,
but I made no allowance for the pos-
sible changing of your mind. I/shall
never “forgive myself if, by my in-
discretion, I have been the means of
wrecking her life and happiness.”

“I scarcely understand you, Lord
Egremont. I have not professod‘ to
love your ward, nor have I thought
that she really loves me. But I hold
myself in readiness to fulfill my en-
gagement to her—"

—_—

| heart?” - S

“From ‘admiration for her beauty®" l
‘““Prom a sense of honor!” and Lor‘ since ;ou “feel as you do; I think your

| Ashcroft’s face grew cold and haugh-

ty in its expressiom, as if all warmth
were leaving his gystem. “I hold my-

but were I sure that she did not love
me I should have no hesitation in
retiring from the comntract made by

|
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'tlley last Ionger

ory of you die out of the childs
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Lord Ashcroft adding

sadly:

assented,

“Lord Egremont, my conduct may'

be somewhat excused in your eyes—

‘or it may be ‘amvated—by a confes-

sion that I love the Lady Aimee as-I
should love my future wife, She is
the realization of my wildest, purest
dreams, the incarnation of all that
I have fancied of loveliness and
beauty, and could I, in honor, break
off my present engagement, I would
offer my hand and heart.”

_“But y4f are :not free -asserted
Lora Egremont, ps tack phling. “Afid

marriage had better be hastened. Why
should it not take place immediate-
Iy?™

“If you desire it, and the Lady Alex-
ina wishes it——"

“My wishes are hers., I will speak
to her about.it. Ah, there she comes!”

our parents, and leaving the Lady| he exclaimed, hearing the footstep of

Alexina free.”

]
“You would rather forfeit a for-

tune, then, than wed her?”

Lord Ashcroft bowed silently,

Lord Egremont looked shocked and
troubled.

“Lord Asheroft,” he said, with con-
siderable agitation, *“I will not re-
proach you for your clandestine visit
to the ‘haunted rooms.’ Lady Egre-
mout has told me about her finding
you there,” and has declared to me her
surprise that a noble guest of Egre-
mont should have penetrated into
chambhorg to which free access had
been denied him.”

He paused, walting for an apology,
or protestation of sorrow.

But Lord Ashcroft offered none, He

was strongly tempted to explain why
he had looked for Aimee in the closed

rooms; that he had feared she was de-
tained a prisoner there against her
will; and he even thought of giving
expression to the ideas to which the

birth,

But a timely .sense of prudence
restrained him,

As he did not speak, his host re-
sumed: : : '

/ “I have said that I will not re-
proach you for what you have done,
Lord Asheroft; but J must ask you
not to seek out Aimee sgain, She
has been set part trom hér birth for

enndhoodmuvomww

become a nun, We have mads some |
mistakes in training and educating|

his ward in the corridor,

He advanced to meet her, giving
her his arm,

Bhe was looking very handsome and
queenly, with her black hair braided
in a coronal about her head, and
stodded with diamond stars, and with
her riding-habit exchanged for a-robe
of ruby-colored velvet, at the throat
and belt of which glowed a small for-
tune in precious stones.

As Lord Egremont advanced with

her, his face was full of pride and
satisfaction, and he gave a look at

Lord Ashcroft, as if to say there was
nothing in all the -world so wopthy
of admiration as his ward.

Xina, dear,” said her guardian,
with ill-concealed anxiety, “your be-
trothed and I Jave been having a
confidential conversation, and the re-
sult ig that I am empowered to offer
you an immediate introduction to the
gay soclety you have so long wished
for. In other wordi, Alexina, Lord
Ashéroft would }ike” to_be - married
immedigtely.® © .t i o

The heiress turned her black eyes
questioningly upon Lord _Ashoroft,
who bowed assent.

"Thh is very. sudden,” _she uﬂ.ﬂu
tone of dissatistaction. W do

”,

you mean by ’immediately,’ guard-
ian?”
(to be continued.)
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Lost for Three
Years in the Arctic

&1
A Danish explorer, Peter Freuchen,
of whom nothing had been heard for
three years, has been found in Baffin
Land, by Captain P. M. Pedersen, of
the schooner Sokongen, which has
arrived at Aberdeen after an' adven-
turdus voyage to the frozen north.

-Freuchen left Copenhagen in 1920.
He was eventually discovered at
Ponds Inlet by Captain Pedersen, who
sailed from Denmark on the search
expedition in March, after a harass-
ing voyage through the ice.

Freuchen was suffering from frost
bite and In a bad state of
when the rescue came. His toes had
been frogzen off, his food was running
short, and he was living on seal,
walrus, reindeer and fish, which he
shot and caught.

Four of his native helpers—tiwo
men and two women—were also lost.
They had set out with dogs and
sledges to try to secure assistance.

Their plang to make their way
southwards to Cape York were frus-
trated, however, by the severity of

— the winter, and they had to turn back

and were stranded on the north of
Bylot Island, where they were even-
tually discovered.

The only boat which touches
Ponds Inlet, where the explorer was
found, is a Canadian police vessel,
which goes there once a year to land
two constables and a sergeant of the
! Canadian North-West Mounted Po-
lice, and take those who have been
there back to Canada. -

The explofer, however, had- evi-
dently been taken ill after the boat
had gone, and as it would mnot be
back for another year, and as the
police had probably moved on, the
Eskimos had set out for help,

PLUGGED.

Fred (horseback : riding)—"Hey,
you!. Don’t stop your car in fromt
of my horse.”

Paul—"Don’t worry, I know the
rules, Dén’t park in front of a plug.”
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