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THE PRINCE’S RETURN.
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of the Brigade of Guards is proudly
worn by the rank and file who served
with this historic formation. It is a
very pleasant thing to see this almost
instinctive yearning for old associa-
tions.

WOMEN POLICE.

Some surprise has been caused by
the statement that women police have
been sent to Ireland to undertake a
duty new in that country. They are to
act as searchers of women when the
Royal Irish Constabulary, by whom
they are temporarily employed, con-
sider that necessary. The policewo-
men who have been appointed are not
those working at Scotland Yard (the

! headquarters of the police force of

this country in London), but members
of the much older body, the women’s
police service who were engaged dur-
ing the war in large numbers at muni-

i tion factories, where one of their im-
| portant tasks was to make sure that

girls in the danger zone had no metal
concealed in their clothes or hair. A
hairpin was a great danger, and any-
thing even so small as a hook had to

| be prohibited. The searchers learned
' to make skilful search with the least

possible amount of unpleasantness.

* All the women police in this country,
y with the exception of those at Scot-

land Yard, are drawn from the we-
men’s police service which was found-
ed by the late Miss Damer Dawson.
There is such a demand for them that
the training school, which has already

| trained over 1,700 women, is starting
| another training school in Scotland.
| Only a few women are at present em-

ployed by the chief constables in any
one centre, and the scheme of select-
ing recruits and giving them a pre-
liminary training ‘at the London
i schools has so far worked very suc-
cessfully.

A PLAGUE OF INSECTS.

London, or at all events part of it,
is suffering from a plague of vicious
insects, which are causing irritation
and suffering to persons who frequent
the commons and open spaces with
which the Metropolis is so generously
endowed. The hot weather, which as
a rule prevails here throughout the
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summer, seems to stimulate action of
the little pests, and though recently
the climate has not been of the usual
summer brand, the occasional cold
spells have not checked the nuisance.
The most menacﬁxg of all the insects
from the public health point of view
is the mosquito which breeds in
places like the Hackney Marshes and
in stagnant ponds and pools in the
parks. The germ-carrying species is
regarded by medical men with some
concern; and one authority says that
we may have an outbreak of malaria
due to the activities of the mosquito
in contact with infected cases from a-
broad. Apart from this grave danger,
the immediate effect of the operations
of the mosquito is troublesome, and
there have been cases where victims
of insect bites have had to remain in
bed for a day or two while the poison-
ing induced by the bite subsided. The
outward evidences of an attack is a
swelling and discoloration of the af-
fected part. Many of the victims are
children, who run about bare legged;
but even a thick woollen sock is not
proof against the penetrating powers
of the tiny marauders.

MOTOR "BUS LUXURY.

‘Bus travel in London is now be-
coming a luxury where formerly it
was a dangerous adventure. The ele-
ments of danger and adventure are
still to be found in the scramble to
board the vehicles, but if one is for-
tunate enough to secure a place in
one of the new “K” type one can
imagine oneself landed in a comfort-
able saloon carriage. These roomy
conveyances—a far cry from the con-
verted Army lorries which were suit-
able only for invertebrates—are rapid-
1y replacing the old type of vehicle;
they have a larger carrying capacity,
greater steadiness, and are easily
handled in traffic. But what the long-
suffering public appreciates most is
that there are no “straps,” and the
straphanger’s doom is sealed. It is ex-
pected that early next year there will
be a thousand of the big 'buses on the
streets. Meantime their numbers are
being added to at the rate of 25 a
week. As the new ’buses are ready for
use obsolete types are being with-
drawn in equal numbers, but every
“K” ’bus that replaces another repre-
sents an increase of over 30 per cent.
in carrying capacity.

CHILDREN FROM BUDAPEST.

The first batch of children brought
over by the Famine Area Children’s
Hospitality Committee were the 500
little Austrians, nearly all of whom
have by now found homes. The Hun-
garian children were kept in their own
country till the close of the summer
school term, but they have been in
Holland for the past few days and are
expected to arrive at Folkestone in a
day or two. They are going for the
first eighteen days to the delightful
camp at Richborough where the Aus-
trian children enjoyed themselves so
mgch. and they are sure also to be
treated with kindness by the people of
Sandwich, at whose door the camp
lies. The committee has had some dif-
ficulty in finding helpers who can
speak Hungarian, and the trouble will
be greater when they try to find visi-
tors to talk in their own language to
the children who will be distributed
about the country. Many offers of
homes have been received, but I hear
that most of the people are not anxi-
oius to take boys or elder girls. The
request generally is for “a girl not
more than eleven years old.” Girls are
supposed to be less trouble and they
probably arouse more pity, but there
were some very attractive-looking
youngsters among the Austrian boys.

LUNCH IN CHURCH.

An experiment which is being made
in one of the City (London’s business
and financial district) churches of pro-
viding facilities for City workers tak-
ing their lunch recalls the public pro-
test of a few years ago against the in-
considerativeness of people who threw
the fat from their sandwiches under
the chairs of St. Paul’s Cathedral. The
church in which official recognition is
now being made of a long-established

| custom among a certain class of Lon-

don workers. is at St. Mary-at-Hill,

where the cinematograph and other
devices to bring in the people from
the highways and byways have been
employed for some time under the
guidance of Prebendary Carlile. In the
present venture there is no motive of
inducing workers to go into church
for the purpose of holding a service;
but it is simply intended to meet the
needs of those who have nowhere else
to go for their mid-day meal. Tables
and chairs set apart in one of the
vestibules of the building, and tea and
lemonade free of charge, are provid-
ed. Prebendary Carlile regards his ex-
periment as being entirely satisfac-
tory, and commends its adoption to
other churches who desire to give ex-
pression to their practical Christain-

The Fatal Chamber.

Tragedies of the House of Lords.

A scene which may not unfairly be
described as historic was enacted on
Tuesday, June 22nd, 1920, when the
veteran Lord Halifax, in opposing the
Matrimonial Causes Bill, suddenly col-
lapsed. “I shall probably mnever ad-
dress this House again,” he pathetical-
ly remarked.

The incident takes on a deeper
significance in view of the fact that it
is at least the third of a similar na-
ture which has occurred in the House
of Lords, The Upper House indeed
may yet be known as the Fatal Cham-
ber.

Chatham’s End.

It was on April 7Tth, 1778, that Wil-
liam Pitt, Earl of Chatham, left his
sick-bed to go to the House of Lords.
Great Britain was then on the verge
of war with her American colonists,
and Chatham was determined to leave
no stone unturned in the interests of
peace.

As he rose to address the House,
leaning on his crutch, there was a
tense silence. “I am old and infirm,”
he exclaimed, in faltering accents,
“have one foot—more than one foot—
in the grave. I have risen from my
bed to stand up in the cause of my
country—perhaps never again to speak
in this House” (the phrase, it will be
noted, is almost identical with that
used by Lord Halifax).

Chatham’'s speech lasted only ten
minutes. He was followed by the
Duke of Richmond. At the conclusion
of the latter’s speech Chatham made
several unsuccessful attempts to rise.
Suddenly he pressed his hand to his
heart and fell back unconscious.

There was an instant commotion in
the chamber, while the prostrate peer
was carried into the princes’ with-
drawing-room and laid upon cushions
on the table. He died a few weeks
later.

Death of a Primate.

The other incident is nearer to our
own times.

On Thursday, December 5th, 1901,
Dr. Temple, the aged Archbishop of
Canterbury, was addressing the House
of Lords on the Education Bill when,
in the middle of a sentence, he sud-
denly swayed and fell backwards into
his seat.

Within a few seconds he was on his
feet again. “I hope,” he continued,
“your lordships, in spite of any ob-
jections that may be made, will never-
theless pass the Bill into law, and let
us see how it will act when it begins
to work.”

They were the last words he ever
uttered in public. Once again he col-
lapsed. A few minutes later he was
assisted from the chamber by the
Archbishop of York and a visitor who
had been watching the proceedings
from the steps of the Throne.

The following night Dr. Temple's
speech was finished for him by the
Bishop of Winchester (now Archbis-
hop of Canterbury). But the Primate
himself lay on his death-bed in Lam-
beth Palace.—T.M.P.—In John O’Lon-
don’s Weekly.

Animal Barometers.

Trappers believe firmly .in the abil-
ity of wild animals to forecast wea-
ther conditions.

The type of house which the musk-
rat builds for the season indicates the
kind of weather he expects. When
the musk-rats build large houses with
thick walls, a cold winter is to be ex-
pected. If the houses are made un-
usually high much sfiow and high
water will come.

Just before a storm all animals are
usually active and travel fast and far.
Even human beings notice a differ-
ence in their feelings especially if
they are troubled with rheumatism.

If it is raiﬁmg and the owl screech-
es a change for the better will shortly
ensue but should the peacock screech
bad weather is to'come or continue.

Snails are also voluable weather
prophets. As long as they are to be
seen jogging along in the orthodox
manner fine weather may be confident-
1y looked forward to. If there 4s rain
in the atmosphere the snails may be
seen to seek shelter up the stems of
trees and shrubs under leaves and,
in fact, anywhere where they can be
safely out of the wet. Only when all
immediate danger of a recurrence of
rain 15' over will they emerge again.
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